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So much new light has lately been throwii 
upon the prospect of accomplishing the com- 
plete and ilniversal Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and the civilisation of the inhabitants of 
Africa, that it appears no unimportant task, to 
bring this information into one point of view; 
for the purpose of enabling the public to form a 
correct judgment, on the probability of ultimate 
jsuccess in those great objects, which are so 
justly dear to every friend of humanity. The 
papers presented to both Houses of Parliament, 
by command of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, not only detail all the past proceedings 
of the Powers assembled in Congi^ess at Vienna, 
respecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
but develope their actual engagements, and 
future intentions. The discussions in Parlia- 
ment, bring to the test of investigation and 
ai^ment^ the merits of the Tae?c9^\vte^ >atwy^x 
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forward for more effectually abolishing the 
Slave Trade by British subjects. All these 
materials of information, however, lie at pre- 
sent unconnected and scattered; and must be 
compiled and arranged, before they can be 



used to the best advantage. 



A distinct^ but highly important branch of 
this subject, arises out of the very grave charge* 
which have been brought against the West 
India Legislatures,, and indeed the West India 
Communities in general,, by the African Institu- 
tion, in their late Report, aititled ** Reasons for 
establishing a Registry of Slaves in the British 
West India Colonies." These charges are of 
Ho lighter impeii;, than that they contumaciously 
and systematically persist in the illicit impor- 
tation of slaves, in violation of all the lawa 
passed for the abolition ef that traffic; that 
they continue insular laws in force, whose 
policy obviousl}r depends on the permanence of 
the Slave Trade; that they pass new laws cal- 
culated to perpetuate slavery ; that they oppose 
various obstructions, and even positive prohi- 
bitions, to the religious instruction of the slaves ^ 
that they sell free coloured persons into slavery, 
under presumption of law ; and that ihey reject 
every measure recommended to them, for ame* 
tiorating the condition of the slaves. The first 
af these charges is the foundation of a Bill^ 



which was brought into the House of Commons, 
by Mr. Wilberforce, at the close of the last 
Session of Parliament, the provisions of which 
infringe upon the right claimed by the Colonial 
Houses of Assembly, of legislating for them* 
selves in all matters of internal regulation: 
and before Great Britain and her Colonies are 
involved in a contest about a question of right, 
it is surely expedient that the grounds on 
which the exercise of that right is called for, 
should undergo the most deliberate and ample 
investigation. 

Lastly, the controversy between Dr. Thorpe 
and the African Institution is entitled to con- 
siderable attention; not indeed so much witU 
respect to the crimination,, or justification, oi 
the individuals who are the ostensible disputants; 
but as having brought to light valuable and im^ 
portant documents, that had long been v^hheld 
from the public ; and as having led to a much 
clearer exposition, than was ever before given^ 
of the views and objects of the leading members 
of that society, and of the measures they have 
adopted in order to carry them into effect. As* 
frequent references to the proceedings of this 
body, who are now performing so distin- 
guished a part on the theatre of public life, 
will be found in the course of the following 
pagesy a short history o{ l\ie\t e^V^iX^x^^s^^^^ 



appears a necessary introduction to the sub- 
sequent comraents that will be made on their 
conduct. 



A society, called the Sierra Leone Company, 
was formed in the year 1791, by a set of Gen- 
tlemen, who subscribed considerable sums of 
money, for the laudable purpose of extending 
the blessings of freedom and civilization to 
Africa. After struggling for sixteen years with 
the natural difficulties of the undertaking, and 
the unexpected casualties incident to a state of 
warfare, their funds were exhausted. They 
then applied to Parliament ; who, actuated by 
the same benevolent motives as themselves, made 
it a national undertaking, reimbursed them in 
part the expence they had incurred ; and Govern- 
ment, on assuming the management of Sierra 
Leone, continued to adopt the suggestions and 
recommendations of those members, who had 
before taken the lead in directing the affairs of 
that settlement. After the dissolution of the 
Sierra Leone Company, many Gentlemen, with 
"the view of continuing their exertions for the 
objects to which they had so long directed their 
attention, formed a new isociety, called the 
African Institution. Among the members of that 
institution, are men of the most distinguished 
rank and unquestionable honour; and they 



huve ever been considered as a body whose 
zealous and disinterested labours in the cauise 
of humanity, entitled them to public gratitude. 
Much surprise, therefore, was excited about the 
end of the year 1814, by the appearance of a 
pamphlet, written by Dr. Thorpe, Chief Justice 
of Sierra Leone, a gentleman whose residence 
there rendered his local knowledge indisputable, 
and whose high official station gave weiglit 
to his testimony, bringing forward various 
charges, both against the Directors of the Sierra 
Leone Compahy and the African Institution. 
This pamphlet was referred, by the directors of 
that institution, to the committee for Sieri-a 
Leone affairs; who in March last published 
a Report upon it, stating " the accusations to 
** be extremely loose and indefinite," and pro- 
mising to ** proceed hereafter in a minute 
^* examination. of them, which must necessarily 
" take time, in proportion to tha vagueness in 
/* which most of Dt, Thorpe's statements are 
** made f but in the mean time " pointing out 
^' and commenting upon, a few of the more 
" prominent accusations," 

In the month of June last, this Special Report 
jftppei^^ •; and it& contents most clearly proved, 
if^hat indeed no publication of Dr. Thorpe's 
could for a moment induce any caadvi \scccA Xjci 
doubt, the J^uds^ble intentvou^ \si\v\c)ck \v5A \^^ 



to the establishment of the Sierra Leone Com* 
pany and the African Institution. The Report 
also enters into a yindication of all their mea^ 
sures, the policy of some of which appears 
to be of a very questionable nature; and as 
a right understanding of them, is essential to 
the accomplishment of the great objects for 
which those institutions were formed, they 
offer an interesting field for inquiry and ob« 
serration. 

The first part of the Report relates to the 
transactions of the Sierra Leone Company ; and 
represents the Colony, while under their ma-, 
nagem^it, to have been twice attacked by a 
combination of the surrounding natives ; adding, 
that these attacks were partly brought on by 
the protection the company had afforded to 
fi^tive slaves.* In a subsequent part of the 
Report, it is again stated, that ^*- in point of fact, 
" all slaves who sought shelter in the Colony, 
** were protected to the utmost power of the 
** Governor and Coimcil ; nor has one instance 
been discovered, of protection having been 
refused to a slave who claimed it."t On reading 
this statement, must not a doubt occur to every 
mind, whether such conduct was consistent, 
either with justice or polipy? Had the Sierra 
Leone Company any right, so for to enforce the 






Abolition of the Slave Trade upon the subjects 
of other nations, as to deprive them of their 
property, by making that settlement a place of 
refuge and protection for fugitive slaves ? The 
L^^lature has lately given a practical answer 
to this question, by paying an indemnity to the 
Portuguese Government, for the value of their 
ships and cargoes employed in the Slave Trade, 
captured by our cruizers, and condemned at 
Sierra Leone. Indeed, the Report almost makes 
the same admission ; for it says, " they could 
** not have invited the resort of fugitives to the 
** Colony, without giving their neighbours what 
" would have seemed just cause of war against 
** them ;* and whether they invited them, or 
received and protected them when they came 
without invitation, made no difference whatever 
in tlie injury done to the aggrieved parties. In 
point of policy, this measure appears as excep- 
tionable as it is in point of justice ; for what 
could SQ effectually tend to frustrate every 
rational expectation of civilizing the natives of 
Africa, as adopting a line of conduct, which 
necessarily put an end to all friendly inter- 
course with them, and kept them in a constant 
state, ei&er of secret enmity, or open warfare, 
with the new settlers ? 

Another plan pursued in Sierra Leone, very 

* Page 47. 
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incousisteni: with the avowed object of the 
Company, was that of purchasing the natives of 
Africa, and apprenticing them for fourteen 
years; because it must be admitted that the 
principle of compulsory servitude is the same, 
whether for a limited or unlimited period. With 
respect to the disposal of two cargoes of cap* 
tured slaves, by Governor Ludlam, previous to 
a Court of Vice- Admiralty being established at 
Sierra Leone, for twenty dollars each, which 
were given as a bounty to the captors, the Re- 
port observes, that " there are solid objections 
** to the transaction, on the score of irregularity 
^^ and inexpediency, although it is a gross and 
** culpable misrepresentation to call it a sale of 
** slaves ;* and then admits the propriety of 
applying this term to it, by quoting a letter 
from Mr. Macaulay to Governor Ludlam, in 
which he says, ** it tells ill, because it looks 
** something like a sale."t The arguments 
used in justification of this system, in the 
letters of Governor Ludlam, printed in this 
Report,:|; and those of Mr. Macaulay in the 
Appendix to his Pamphlet,§ certainly give 
some colour to the observation of Dr. Thorpe, 
** that whenever Mr. Macaulay and his friends 
*' go into Africa to purchase n^roes, they 
" redeem or ransom ruitives; but when other 

• Page 64. + Ibid. t Page 62. 

f Letter to the Duke of Glouccfttcr, Apv^ud^ I. 



*•* traders go for the same purpose, thei^ hu^ 
^' slaves:'* 

Many of the good intentions of the Sierra 
Leone Company and African Institution, from 
some cause or other, have failed in the execu- 
tion. The Committee acknowledge this to have 
been the case, with respect to the education of 
the natives ; and vindicate themselves for having 
asserted, in their second and third Reports, that 
** the resolutions of the Board on the subject of 
^* education had been carried intQ effect," by 
observing, that *^ they assumed that would be 
♦' the case;" and that, *' in their sixth Keport^ 
^* they distinctly acknowledged they had not 
^* been carried into effect."! This exculpation 
is by no means complete : the Directors were 
not warranted in assuming that to have been 
actually done, which was only meant to be 
done; because intention and execution are very 
different things; — for, as Dr. Johnson has truly 
observed, orders are easily made, but they do 
not execute themselves. Neither ought they, 
after having given the public this misrepresenta- 
tion, to have suffered it to remain so long un- 
contradicted. 

The Special Report admits the informatiovL 

f Preface to the 4th edition of Dr. TV^qT^c^'^ ^«Kffiv\\\AX^ V*"^*^ 
/ Report, p. 69. 
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given by the Directors to the Navy, in their fifth 
Report, to have been erroneous ;* but retorts 
upon Dr. Thorpe, that this accusation comes 
with a very bad grace from him, as their opinion, 
however erroneous, " was one in which he him- 
*' self appears to have entirely and unreservedly 
** concunred/' Above twenty pages of the Re- 
port are then filled with quotations from, and 
strictures upon, the proceedijigs of Dr. Thorpe, 
as Judge of the Court of Vice-Admiralty at 
Sierra Leone,t tending to show the inconsistency 
between his own conduptand his charges against 
the Directors of the Afiican Institution; all 
which may be a very good answer to him, but 
is none whatever to the public, who have already 
paid a very large sum under the convention with 
the Court of Portugal, as a compensation for 
the ill^al capturei^ and condemnations, made in 
consequence of the erroneous opinion, which the 
Directors, in so extraordinary and unprece- 
dented a manner, took upon themselves to 
promulgate* 

In commenting upon '* the vehemence with 

♦ Report, p. 84* 

t In a former Report of the Directors of the African Institution^ 
Pr. Thorpe is declared to have acted *' ander the Slave Trade 
^ Felony Act,'* in convicting Samo,. Peters, and Toft ; and these 
iBonvictions, which they fill so many pages of thelt Special 
fiepMi in Jurallgmng, they then called *' wlkcftesome conrictions.'^ 
Report VFL page 6. 
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" which Dr. Thorpe exclaims against the prac- 
" lice of entering the captured Africans into 
** His Majesty's sea and land service," as being 
slavery under another name, the Special Report 
says, ** it is obvious, however, that here, if his 
** complaint were ever so well founded, the law, 
** and the law alone, is in fault ; and no blame 
^* fairly attaches either to the ser\'ants of Go- 
** vemment, or to the African Institution."* But 
it should be remembered, that the Directors of 
the African Institution were the great promoters 
of the Abolition Act, though in another cha- 
racter ; and after assuming the merit of having 
originated this measure, and carried it through 
Parliament, it seems hardly fair in them to 
iBhake all its defects off their own shouldfsrs, 
and throw them upoa the legislature. 

They ^* admit that abuses may have existed 
" in the recruiting department;" but " agree 
^* with the highly respectable editor of Mr. 
^* Mungo Park's last Mission to Africa, that oc- 
^* casional abuses, particularly if those abuses 
** admit of an easy remedy, ought not to be 
** urged as valid arguments against the practice 
" itself, if it slwvJld be ascertained to he on the 
^' whole beneficial to the Africam." This is 
precisely the reasoning by which the SUn^ 
Trade was formerly establislied «qA. \a^>aJaft^^ 

♦ PagiB 114. 
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in the eyes of many wise and pious persons, as 
being on the ivliole beneficial to the Africans^ 
because it led to their civilization and conver- 
sion ; and it is curious enough, to see the 
Abolitionists obliged to vindicate their new 
system, by taking up the arguments of their 
old opponents. 

■ The truth is, that the abuses alluded to are not 
occasional, but general; that they are interwoven 
into, and insepai'able from this system. The 
captured negroes who are fit for service, are not 
examined as to their inclination for a military 
life; their enlisting is not an act of choice, but 
compulsion ; a musket is put into their hands, 
they are taught the manual service, and shipped 
off for the West Indies, from whence they are 
drafted again for any destination where their 
services are required; and, as happened on 
a late expedition, are frozen to death in the 
marshes of North America, or knocked on the 
head under the entrenchments of New Orleans. 
Such, it seems, is the fate which has been pro- 
vided for these unfortunate wretches, by those 
who professed to rescue and befriend them ! 

With respect to such of them as, being unfit 

for military service, are apprenticed for fourteen 

jeara, they appear to be in a worse situation 

than those who are sla\ea iov \\te\ fci ^^^t 
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having worn out their youth m servitude, they 
are left to struggle with want and infirmities, 
without the advantage which slaves enjoy, of 
being maintained in their old age at the expence 
of their masters. This apprenticing Act of 
Parliament provides, that after the term of ap- 
prenticeship is expired, they may be apprenticed 
anew ; so that, as Dr. Thorpe justly observes, 
** here is involuntary servitude established for 
** life, by an Act of Parliament purporting to 
" abolish slavery." 

The Special Report also admits, that " there 
is doubtless much truth in the representation 
Dr. Thoi'pe has made of the low state of 
^' morals at Sierra Leone;" but expresses a 
doubt '* whether the example of Df. Thorpe 
** himself was peculiarly calculated to diminish 
** the eidl." It then observes, " that he has also 
•* dwelt much on the backward state of culti- 
** vation in the colony ; but has omitted to in- 
** form the public, that this backwardness arose 
** in part, at least, from the effects of a law 
'" fraiped by himself; namely, the Militia Act:** 
a law which, however, they declare in a subse- 
quent passage, " they have no intention to 
^* blame, aa they believe it was framed on the 
•* model of other Colonial Acts of the same 
^* description, and some such Act yi^% e\«»A^ 
** necessary/* 
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It is painful to find the Directors so frequently 
forgetting, that recrimination is not justification ; 
and still more so to read these repeated acknow* 
ledgments, that notwithstanding the unremitting 
and zealous exertions of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany and the Afirican Institution, for twenty- 
four years past, so little progress has been made 
in the instruction, the morals, or the industry 
of the settlers ; and the admission of this fact 
naturally leads to some investigation into the 
causes of their failure. 

The fi)rmer of these bodies consisted of men, 
of indisputable zeal, intelligence, and philan- 
thropy. In addition to these characteristics, the 
latter exhibits an almost unprecedented com« 
bination of rank, weight, and talents ; but one 
great defect in their composition appears to be, 
that the time of most of the members, is so much 
engrossed by their various avocations, both 
public and private, that they have little leisure 
to devote to the objects for which the society 
was formed, and therefore are obliged to see 
with the eyes of others ; — another, that having 
BO local knowledge of Africa, nor of the habits, 
4iianners, and characters of its inhabitants, they 
are ill qualified to judge of the proper line of 
conduct to be pursued towards them ; — another, 
that some of the members appear occasionally 
to JnfiiBe » greater portion of zeal into the ch»> 
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racter of their proceedings, than is altogether 
consistent with sound discretion; — and lastly, 
that some of the more zealous and active among 
them, being bound together by a fervour of re- 
ligious enthusiasm, consider every individual of 
their own sect as immaculate; and, placing 
implicit confidence in their fidelity and dis* 
interestedness, are the more liable to have that 
confidence abused. 



Dr. Thorpe's pamphlet contains a number of 
very severe animadversions on the conduct of 
Mr. Zachary M acaulay, formerly Secretary to 
the Sierra Leone Company, and now a Director 
of the African Institution. This Gentleman has 
published a vindication of himself, in a Letter 
addressed to His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Gloucester ; the Appendix to which is much 
more valuable and important than the Pamphlet 
itself, as it contains various documents, nevet 
before published, which throw considerable light 
i>n the views and objects of the Sierra Leone 
Company, and of their servants. Among other 
papers printed by Dr. Thorpe, is a letter from 
Mr. Macaulay, to Mr. Ludlam, then Governor of 
SieiTa Leone, dated the 4th November, 1807; 
wherein, after cautioning the Governor to be 
guarded in all the. ostensible letters he wvvl^^^Vv^ 
adds, '' I Ijave no doubt tVial OoN€Cvmy&\iV ^^ 
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** be disposed to adopt almost any plan which 
** we may propose to them with respect to 
** Africa, provided we tvill but save them th^ 
" trouble of thinking, ^^ 

Mr. Macaulay appears to have felt a con- 
sciousness, that this, and other expressions in 
the before-mentioned letter, required much qua- 
lification and explanation. He con^queiitly 
labours this point very hard; and after at- 
tempting a vindication of the paragraph about 
saving His Majesty's Ministers the trouble 
of thinking, by stating " that he gratuitously 
" thought and wrote on African subjects, with 
" a view both to save the time and trouble of 
** His Majesty*8 Ministers, and to serve Africa/' 
proceeds thus : 

'' But still Dr. Thoqpe maj choose to afSrm, that his 
charge of fraud or dissimulation b fairly made out by this 
letter. — What! if I put a friend on his guard against 
committing himself incautiously in his correspondence with 
a person who I fear may be unfriendly to his views^ am I 
therefore committing a fraud? Is there any man^ ac-^ 
quainted with public life, who is not aware of the very 
injurious purposes to which an unguarded statement or an 
imqualified concession is applicable in the hands of an 
opponent? Every day's proceedings in Parliament fur- 
nish abundant illustration of this fact^ and shew how easily 
. even truth, incautiously and partially stated^ may be made, 
by interested or prejudiced parties, to produce * the effect 



\ 
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'' But ^hat was it which caOed for so marked a caution 
at this particular juncture? In the first place, the same 
vessel which carried this obnoxious letter carried out 
orders to Mr, Ludlam to transfer the Colony to Govern- 
ment^ and to correspond in future with the Colonial 
Department. It did seem to me, therefore, important that 
I should hint to him the necessity, if he would not injure 
the cause he had at heart, of being cautious and measured 
in his communications. Besides this^ I had just received 
from him a letter which is annexed^ dated 14th Apiil^ 
1807." 

The letter Mr. Macaulay alludes to, is printed 
in the iappendix to his pamphlet, and is a docu- 
ment of the highest importance, as expressing 
the deliberate sentiments of the man, \^'ho, per- 
haps of all others, from the situation in which 

r 

he was placed, had the best means of forming a 
sound judgment on the effects of the Abolition ; 
who, as Mr. Macaulay tells his readers, *' had 
" resided in Africa for the preceding eight years, 
" and being on the spot, would be able to fur- 
** nish the most valid reasons, and the newest 
•' facts, in support of his suggestions." He 
adds, ** I produce this letter, because it can now 
** do no harm to produce it." But may not Mr. 
Macaulay be asked, what harm it would have 
done, at any time, to have produced information 
coming from such high authority ; and how he 
can justify having suppressed it ^o Vot^"^ '>Sv^ 
re^ons for so doing, will ap^^eu \xv ^Jcve ^^^cvwx^ 
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extracts which will be given from tlie letter 
itself. It commences thns : 

'^ Letter from Thomas Ludlam, Esq. to Z. Macaulayy 
Esq. dated Fort Thornton, April 14, 1807. 

'* My Dear Sir, 

" I offer a few tlioughts on the subject of the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, as it respects Africa in 
general, and oiu* own colony in particular. 

" In the first place, tlie Abolition of itself will not 
prevent the Africans from still remaining a savage and 
uncivilized people. To abolish the Slave Trade is not to 
abolish the violent passions which now find vent in that 
particular direction. Were it to cease, the misery of 
Africa would arise from other causes ; but it does not 
follow that Africa would be less miserable : she might 
tven be Ijess miserable, and yet be savage and uncivilized. 

'' This yrUX doubtless be acknowledged : and it may be 
asked why I repeat so obvious, a truth. I answer, because 
the writings of the Abolitioiusts leave a contrary impres- 
sion. They speak of the darkness in which we have kept 
Africa, and of the happiness which she may now look 
forward to, as if it were an unquestionable fact that 
Africa would have been civilized, had it not been for the 
Slave Trade : nay, further, that civilization, Christianity, 
and happiness, are now to be looked forward to as the 
natural effects of Abolition. They say not this in 
direct terms; to do so would sufficiently expose the 
absurdity ; but it is an obvious, and sometimes an unavoid'- 
ablcj conclusion Srom what tliey do sa^. 
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" I mention it therefore on two accounts : First, that 
the friends of Africa may recollect the true nature and 
tffects of Abolition. They must remember, that it does 
not actually set us forward one step in our course. It 
removes an artificial barrier wluch could not otherwist 
have been forced; but all the natural obstacles to the 
■improvement of a savage people remain as great as ever. 
Secondly, that warm and unthinking people may be cau- 
tioned against a disappointment that might lead to 
unfortunate consequences. The example of Carolina 
ihewSy that a country may first abolish, yet afterwards 
r;>-establish the Slave Trade. And die course is easy. 
Under a lukewarm government^ smuggling may be prac* 
tised to any extent. When unpunished breaches of such 
9i law become notorious, the argument is plain^ that much 
«vily even to the slaves themselves^ might be prevented by 
regulating the trade. The trade cannot be regulated with- 
out being legalized. Its warmest enemies at present may 
by that time become lukewarm, having perceived so littla 
direct benefit to arise from the Abolition : disappointment 
may even lead them to think the Africans incapable of 
improvement. In such a state of mind they will readily 
yield to the expediency of letting die best practicable b^ 
done, rather than exert themselves in vain after the best 
that could be wished for, and think that humanity itself is 
on their side when they establish a regulated, in order to 
supersede a contraband^ Slave Trade. 

'^ In the next place I would observe, that the admi* 
ustralion of every African government must becomt 
extremely severe, if not extremely bloody. Wlien so 
effectual a punishment as slavery is doue ^Vt^^ , ^\v\^ ^^Xt 
as it sheds no blood, is readily executed o\i\>e\.V^ ctv\svvmwa 
ind im doubtful caaea, severe pum»ViTO!etvX% wv^ ^"^^^ 
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terrible examples must b« introduced. Every ancient 
institution, the power of every hereditary chief^ mast now 
be sustained by blood, instead of slavery. It is true, tliat 
through the Slave Trade the punishment of many small 
crimes has been raised into slavery ; but it is no less true, 
that the punishment of some great ones has been sunk into 
it. The elBfect will be similar on the public law by which 
the intercourse of independent towns and tribes is regu- 
lated. Lake as in all feudal governments, every African 
chief is more ready to protect his own retainers, whether 
right or wrong, than to do justice to others. At presents 
therefore, an injured chief catches the people of his 
neighbour,: and .tliis compels the aggressor to talk the 
palaver, as otherwise his people would- be sold.' When it 
is no longer worth while to catch them by surprise^ and 
hold th«m as a pledge of justice, the injured party must 
make war; and kill his neighbour's people for revenge, 
since he cannot sell them for satisfaction." 

These paragraphs of Governor Ludlam's letter, 
as well as several others, shew his' ifiill convic* 
tion, that very erroneous doctrines and assertions 
were maintained by the Abolitionists, upon many 
important points ; and Mr. Maeaulay appears te 
have been aware, that the publication, from such 
an authority, of these widely different views of 
the consequences of the Abolition, founded upon 
actual inquiries and local knowledge, would 
have abated much of the enthusiasm with which 
the public mind had been filled in support of 
ibat cause, and much of the popularity which 
/fad been lavished uppn its leadexa ^u^Ol c!b»B^- - 
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pious. Indeed, Mr. Macaulay ackiiowledges his 
mind to have been impressed with these feel* 
ings ; for he says, 

" It did seem to me important, that I should hint to him 
the necessity, if he would not injure the cause he had at 
heart, of being cautious aod measured in his communi- 
cations." He then asks, " Will any man who fairly 
considers the tendency of many of the hasty, but very 
able and ingenious speculations which it contains, venture 
to say that it would have been desirable, that such a 
letter -should at that time have been addressed to either 
a secret enemy or fi, Jukeyrann friend of the causer*' 
JjMd again, '' Was it then unreasonable in me to suggest to 
Mr. Ludlam, not to discourage the exertions of bene- 
volence, by such dubious discussions us have now btfun 
laid before Your Royal Highness ; or, to hint that tliose 
who did not know the reasoning and speculative turn 
of my friend's mind, would regard the cause as desperate 
when he seemed to doubt, and that in such a case 
liis formidable testimony might be converted to a veiy' 
adverse purpose f" 

la all these passages, Mr, Macaulay confound s 
objects together which are, in their own nature, 
perfectly distinct. Speaking of the cause^ he 
applies that tenn indiscrirninately, to the cause 
of truths the cause of tlie Abolition, and the cause 
of the African Institution. . The cause which 
Governor Ludlam hs^d at heart, and which all 
the Abolitionists ought to have Wdi ^W^?ctV>\^ 
^J^e cau^e o/^ruth ; but the su^^ve^«Aft\v oiVxvsiO^^' 
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can never ^ei-ve the cause of truth. Truth it 
naked and without disguise ; and these cantiouiv 
and measured communications, which Mr. 
Macaulay recommends, are wholly foreign to 
her character. The cause of the Abolition may 
have secret enemies, or lukewarm friends, ac- 
cording to the ideas which individuals entertain 
of the justice or policy of the measures by which 
it is proposed to render it universal ; and the 
cause, in this sense of the word, might perhaps, 
in Mr. Macaulay 's opinion, be promoted by 
pious frauds and Jesuitical doctrines. The 
cause of the African Institution also might be 
served by not discouraging the exertions of 
benevolence, which were the foundation of the 
power, patronage, and popularity, enjoyed by 
some of the members. These are not only dif- 
ferent causes, but in the present case, appear to 
have had different, and indeed opposite inte- 
rests. The cause of truth, required that pub- 
licity should be given to this important docu- 
ment ; but the cause of the Abolition and of the 
African Institution, required that a veil should 
be drawn over it. The former was sacrificed 
to the latter ; and to the present moment, when 
Mr. Macaulay's zeal to vindicate himself super- 
seded every other consideration, and brought 
it to light, the public were deprived of this va- 
luable legacy of Governor Ludlam, whose 
death, shortly after that lettesr N^r^a n^tv\X«kx^ 
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terminated his honest and sincere exeitions in 
the cause of humanity. 

A most extraordinary contrast appears, be- 
tween the account of Mr, J^udlam's character, 
formerly given by the Directors of the African 
Institution in their Reports, and that now given 
by Mr. Maicaulay in his letter to the Duke of 
Gloucester. The Directors, in enumerating the 
persons with whom they had opened a corres- 
pondence, as likely to be useful in promoting 
the views of the Institution, first name Mr. 
Ludlam, Governor of Sierra Leone ; and add 
that " from the knowledge which several of tlioir 
** members had of Mr. Ludlam, they were led 
*' to place no small reliance as well on that 
" gentleman's judgment and local information, 
** as on his cordial attachment to the cause of 
** African civilization."* In their next Report, 
they relate various circumstances of which he 
was an eye-witness ; and consider the truth of 
them, and of his observations which accompany 
them, as being incontestably established by his 
authority .t So long as his sentiments coincided 
with theirs, and his testimony could be made 
subservient: to their popularity, *' his judgment 
** was to be relied upon'; the lights which an 
" experience of ten years had afforded h\\v\"\ 
were dwelt .uj)pn, ^and his opimoxv^ ^s^exe ^fvsJoi- 

♦ Rtfortl. p. 8. t Report II. p. a\,*»,%. X Wvvj^^j-^'^- 
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lished ; but as soon as he felt himself bound to 
correct their erroneous views and doctrines, his 
" speculations were hasty," his " discussions 
^^ dubious," and all knowledge of them was 
withheld from the pubUc. 

Another circumstance worthy of remark is 
that Mr.Wilberforce seems to have been a party 
to the suppression of this important letter. In 
the version of Mr. Macaulay's answer to it, dated 
the 4th of November, 1807; as printed both by 
Mr. Grant and Br, Thorpe, and declare4 to be 
copied from the Records of the Court of Adpii- 
ralty, these words are stated to be written in tlie 
margin, in pencil, opposite tq the passage re- 
specting the disposition of Lord Castlereagh ; 
** and Mr. Wilberforce desires me to add, dis- 
** posed from a point of honour to do the utmost 
** for the Abolitionists." Now Mr. Wilberforce 
could not have determined, what it might be 
necessary or proper to add to this letter, with- 
out previously knowing its contents, as well as 
those of the letter to which it was an answer ; 
and therefore, presuming what has never been 
denied, that these pencil lines are correctly co- 
pied, he may fairly be considered a party, both 
to the sentiments contained in the one letter^ 
and to the suppression of the other. 
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III tlie paragraph of Mr. Ludlam's letter \fhich 
has been already quoted, he confirms the state- 
ment made by the opponents of the Abolition, 
that the Slave Trade was the substitute of the 
sword; and that prisoners, when they could no 
longer be sold by the African chiefs, would be 
massacred. When Mr. Lionel Abson, Governor 
of William's Fort, went on a mission to Ada- 
hoonzou, Kii^ of Dahomy, and read to him 
several of the pamphlets published in England, 
for and against the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
ufler the whole were finished, Adahoonzou said, 

'' In the name of my ancestors and myself, I aver, 
that no Dahoman ever embarked in war, merely for the sake 
of procuring wherewithal to purchase your commoditiest 
I, who have not long been master of this country, have, 
without thinking of the market, killed many thousands, 
and shall kill many thousands more. When policy or 
justice requires tliat men be put to death, neither silk^ no^ 
coral, nor brandy, nor co>vries, can be accepted as sub- 
stitutes for the blood that ought to be spilt for example's 
sake. If white men choose to remain at home, and 
no longer visit this country for the same purpose that 
has usually brought them hither, will black men cease 
to make war P I answer, by no means ; and if there be 
no ships to receive ^e captives, what will become of 
^em ? I answer for you ; they will be piit to death."* 

Extracts from the Jleport of the Commis- 
sioners, appointed for investigating t1\e ^t»^ ^<. 
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fhe Settlements and Governments on the coast 
of Africa, were published by order of the House 
of Commons in 1812; and these gentlemen 
say, ^' as far as our inquiries have been able to 
'* discover, none of them were murdered in this 
^^ part of Africa." The answers given by the 
Governors of the Settlements on different parts 
of the Gold Coast, to questions put to them on 
this subject, are then annexed ; but are too con- 
tradictory to lead to any just or general conclu- 
sion; one saying, that smce the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade in the interior, they massacre 
great numbers which they take in war; three, 
on the other hand, maintaining, that the Abo- 
lition had rendered the natives more industrious, 
and given them a turn for agriculture ; one, that 
having no sale for tlieu- prisoners, they had be- 
come more indolent; and three, that the effects 
-of the Abolition were not visible. The truth of 
the case appears to be, that the African Chiefs 
have hitherto had no inducement to destroy 
their prisoners, having found a constant market 
for them all, notwithstanding the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade by Great Britain and 
America. 

A different impression, however, has lately 
been attempted to be made on the public mind ; 
ando£Scial authority h4s been called in to prove 
tAat the Slave Trade in the ititcnot o^ Msivc^, 
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has been much diminished. Among the papers 
shewing the present state of ''the Slave Trade, 
presented to the House of Commons by com- 
mand of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
in April last, is a letter from Sir Henry Welleslcy 
to Lord Castlereagh, dated Madrid, the 31st of 
August, 1814; in which he writes, " From all 
** the information which has reached me, I am 
** induced to believe that the number of negroes 
** imported into the Spanish Settlements for 
** many years back, has not exceeded 2000 an- 
** nually." In forming a judgment upon the 
accuracy of this statement, it should be recol- 
lected that Sir Henry had no means of obtaining 
intelligence, but from the Spanish Government, 
who would naturally understate the extent of 
the Slave Trade carried on to their Colonies, 
with the view of weakening his objections to its 
continuance. The Commissioners, whose Re- 
port has already been alluiled to, give a very 
different account. They say, '* the object of 
** these Spanish Americans is, to fill Cuba, Flo- 
** rida, Louisiana, and the Southern Desarts of 
** North America, with Slaves; an extent of 
** evil, compared with which the former supply 
** of our West India Settlements sinks into a 
" trifle. A vast field is also opening to them in 
•* South America, which will not be neglected.'' 
In another part of their "Re\iOtV. VVv^^ ^«:^>^'' '^^- 
'' cording to the geneM o^vw^w ol ^^ ^^^ 
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** informed Spaniards and Portuguese who 
liave been brouglit into this port, the annual 
importation was (in the beginning of 1810) 
*^ considered, at a moderate computation, to be 
** 40,000 for Brazil, 40,000 for the Havannah 
** and Cuba."* This estimate is confirmed, in 
some degree, by the increase that has taken 
place in the quantity of produce raised in Cuba, 
which can only be the result of a vast augmen- 
tation of the number of Slaves in that Colony. 
Indeed, in the Seminario Mercantil, a paper 
published at the Havannah, containing a list of 
the vessels that arrive, with the manifests of 
their cargoes, a greater number of Slaves from 
Africa is reported in a single fortnight, than 
according to Sir H. Wellesley's account, ar- 
rives in all the Spanish Settlements in a 
whole year. It is also true, that for want of 
those humane regulations to which British ships 
were subjected by the British Legislature, the 
number of Slaves transported in the Spanish 
ships, exceeds all due regard to their proper 
accommodation ; and that the mortality among 
them, in the middle passage, is dreadful, In 
every point of view, therefore, the observation 
of the Commissioners, that the evil has been 
aggravated instead of being diminished, is in- 
controvertibly just; and the only consolation 
we can feel, in the present, state of things, is, 
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til at we have washed our own hands of this 
iniquity, and have set a good example to the 
other nations of Europe : for the Slave Trade, 
instead of being abolished, has only. changed 
hands, and therefore we have hitherto done 
nothing for the practical advancement of the 
cause of humanity. 



The same observation applies to the civili- 
zation and improvement of Africa ; and indeed 
all paities agree, that the entire and universal 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, is a necessary 
preliminary to the accomplishment of that great 
• object. This is the opinion of the Directors of 
the African Institution themselves ; for in their 
eighth Report they state, that 

■ 

" All that can be effected, in inducing particular states 
to renounce the traffic in Slaves, however important 
in itself, will produce but a very partial benefit to Africa, 
unless on the conclusion of a general peace^ that rcnun* 
ciation should become general, and be adopted as a part 
of the standing policy of the great commonwealth of 
Europe." 

The African Co^1^li^sipners obsei*ve, that 

• ■ 

'' A general view of the subject will be amply suffi- 
cient in the present state of. tfiings, until the entire ojid 
effectual Abolition of the Slave Trade aVvaAl. Wnvi "aSw^^^. 
to the Jiadvei of Africa, a faVi o\4ipot\>\Ti\\.N ^^^ ^v«^>»!? 
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whether personal seeurity will stimulate them . to any 
exeition for the improvement of their condition; or 
whether they will persist in submitting to no labour, 
further than to that small portion necessary for the cul- 
tivation of the lowest articles of human existence. Thii 
question, we are sorry to say, is still far from being fairly 
at issue, notwithstandmg the enactments of the British and 
American Legislatures, and the benevolent interference of 
the Executive Government, and of numerous individuals 
in the former country. The Slave Trade is at present 
caiiied on to a vast extent; and as the continuation 
cr suppression of this inhuman traffic appears to be the 
great hinge on which the future welfare of Africa turns, w% 
-shall begin with stating its present condition, and thft 
obstacles which prevent, and probably will long prevent^ 
its being put an end to."* 



From a conviction that the continuance of the 
Slave Trade by any foreign power, would frus- 
trate every attempt for the improvement and 
civilization of Africa, the African Institution 
appear to have devised a plan for putting an end 
to it at once ; probably imagining that if all the^ 
vessels actually employed in it, were captured 
and condemned, others would be deterred from 
engaging in it, and the traffic be abandoned 
altogetlier. That Christianity may be propa- 
gated by persecution, has been the doctrine of 
some of the greatest saints in the Romish calen- 

^Rsport,p.l« 
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dar ; and that hiimauity may be promoted by 
injustice, appears to be the doctrine of some 
modern zealots, who perhaps consider it laud- 
able, in so good a cause, to act upon the injunc- 
tion of our great dramatic bard : 

*' To do a great rigbt, do a little wrong, 
**"And curb these cruel devils of their will.* 

Whether they were prompted by these pious 
motives, or acted in pure ignorance, they cer- 
tainly framed commentaries on the Slave Trade? 
Felony Act, and the treaties between Portugal 
and this country, which, by their influence with 
the public departments of Government, were 
transmitted to the commanding officers of His 
Majesty's ships of war on the West India and 
African stations, and to the different Courts of 
Vice-Admiralty, whei-e they were received as 
official authorities; and imder these new^ con- 
structions of the law and the treaties, almost 
every vessel trading to or from the coast 
of Africa was condemned. The remonstrances 
of the Portuguese and Spaniards, against the 
spoliations thus committed upon their com- 
merce, soon became too loud and frequent to be 
trifled with, and the proceedings of which they 
complained, were referred to the consideration 
of the law officers of the crown ; when it ap- 
peared, that by what Dr. Thorpe calls ** the i*^- 
" Doraat and muddy-headeAco\A\x%\K>\\\xx^^^^^ 
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•• the institntion mixed up the two treaties," they 
had sent out instructions, which violated every 
principle of justice and the law of nations. The 
l^al talents of the learned Gentlemen who are 
members of the African Institution, stand in too 
high estimation to justify the epithets bestowed 
upon them by Dr. Thorpe, and render it much 
more probable that their feelings gave a bias to 
their judgment, than that they erred from igno- 
rance. Be that as it may, new instructions, 
calculated to put a stop to these captures and 
t:ondemnations, were framed by Lord Castle- 
reagh, dated the 6th of May, 1813, and sent to 
the Admiralty, to be forwarded for the future 
government of His Majesty's cruizers. 



The next consequence of this unprecedented 
act of the African Institution, was, that Lord 
Castlereagh felt himself under the necessity of 
concluding a Convention with the Portuguese 
Government, dated the 21st of January, 1815, by 
which it was agreed on the part of Great Britain, 
^* that the sum of £300,000 should be paid in 
^* London, to such person as the Prince Regent 
** of Portugal may appoint to receive the same ; 
** which sum shall constitute a fund, to be em- 
** ployed under such regulations, and in such 
•* manner, as the said Prince Regent of Portugal 
" may direct, in discharge of claims for Portu- 
\gue8e ships detained by BritvsYi ct\»3L«t^ y^^- 
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*^vious to the 1st of June, 1814, upon the 
" alledged ground of carrying on an illicit traflSe 
** iti slaves."* Another consequence has been, 
that the Spanish merchants have also claimed 
a much larger sum for similar compensations, 
which must probably be settled by a similar 
convention. 

Not only have we sustained a considerable 
loss of money in this business, but of character 
also ; for it is a degradation of national cha- 
racter, first to do wrong, and then to be obliged 
to -make atonement. Nor is this the sum total 
of the mischiefs brought upon this country, by 
the African Institution thus assuming to them- 
selves the exercise of official functions. The 
Portuguese Government, exasperated by these 
unjust spoliations upon their commerce, reta- 
liated upon that of Great Britain. In the 
Brazils, British merchants were prohibited from 
shipping goods from one port to another; so 
that they are now obliged, under every possible 
disadvantage, to force a market for them where- 
ever they are first landed. In like manner, 
British ships were prohibited from trading from 
one port to another; so that unless they can 
procure cargoes home at the port where they 
first arrive, they niiust return empty. By these 

9 Papers respecting the Slave Trade, presented to both Hoases 
of Parliament, page 48. 
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. and various other vexatious and oppressive 
restrictions and regulations, the Portuguese Go- 
vernment have visited upon British merchants 
mid ship-owners, the sins of the African Insti- 
tution. All this is owing to the African Insti- 
tution taking upon themselves to adopt the 
practice of their colleague, Mr. Macaulay, and 
" save His Majesty's Ministers the trouble of 
** thinking." As, however, they do not save 
His Majesty's subjects the necessity of payings 
it is to be hoped that his Ministers will . in 
future feel it their duty to think for them- 
selves; and -not again permit their functions 
to be exercised by unofficial and irresponsible 
advisers, characters unknown to the British 
constitution. 

After new instructions had been issued to 
His Majesty's cruizers, by Lord Castlereagh, in 
order to put a stop to the unwarrantable sei- 
zures and condemnations, occasioned by the 
the misconstruction of the 5th article of the 
Treaty of Commerce between Great Britain 
and Portugal, in the commentaries made upon 
it by the African Institution, the Directors, in 
their next Report, suppress all mention of this 
fact; but are happy to state, that ** in the 
^ month of May last, instructions were issued 
** by Government to the cruizers on the coast 
** of Africa, respecting the detention, under the 
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" lOlh article of the Treaty of Amity, of Portu- 
^* guese ships carrying slaves from the coast ;** 
and that *^ these instructions specifically accord 
" with the construction which the Directors 
•* formerly ventured to put upon this article." 
When, however, the injury they had done, both 
to the interest and honour of the nation, was too 
flagrant to be longer denied, and the Convention 
by which Great Britain agreed to pay Portugal 
j£300,000, in consequence, hadl^een published, 
these expounders of law and confounders of 
treaties, did condescend to acknowledge, that 
** in one point the information they had given 
** to the navy was erroneous ; namely, in their 
** stating it to be necessary that vessels car- 
*^ rying on the Portuguese Slave Trade, should 
" have been built in the dominions of Portugal, 
" or condenmed in a Portuguese Court of 
" Admiralty." This unfortunate experiment, 
80 far from putting a stop to the Slave Trade, 
has pointed out and settled the limits within 
which it may be carried on, by the subjects of 
Portugal and Spain, with the certainty of their 
being either unmolested, or fully indemnified ; 
and thus it will now be pursued, with increase4 
avidity, and to a greater extent than ever. 



The present state of the Slave Trade having 
b6en ihiis explained, the next polwt ^q\ ^^^^ 
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sidersttion is, at what period, and by what 
means, our exertions for the entire and universal 
Abolition of that trade, are likely to be carried 
into effect ; and the most recent and authentic 
information on this subject, is to be found in the- 
papers shewing the present state of the Slave 
Trade, presented to Parliament, by command 
of the Prince Regent, in the month of April, 
1815; which contain the negociations that have 
taken place respecting it, between Great Britain 
and every Powder in Europe, both previous to 
and during the Congress at Vienna. 

These papers shew, that by a treaty with 
Portugal, signed the 22d of January, 1815, Great 
Britain stipulated to pay her £600,000 for re-^ 
linquishing the Slave Trade north of the Line. 
They also' shew, that Sir Henry Wellesley was 
instructed by Lord Castlereagh, to offer Spain 
£800,000 to accede to the same condition ; and 
a loan of ten millions of dollars, (a loan and a 
gift being here synonimous terms,) io abolish 
the trade forthwith; both which propositions 
Spain rejected. They also shew, that the option 
of a West India Island, or a sum of money 
down, was offered to France,, in consideration 
of her abolishing the Slave Trade immediately, 
instead of so doing at the end of , five years, as 
^stipulated by the treaty at Paris; which offer 
France declined, but agreed, without any pe- 
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cuniary ftonsideration, immediately to prevent 
French ships from trading on the coast of 
Africa, north of Cape Formosa, and issued 
regulations accordingly.* 

They also shew, that Lord Castlereagh, by 
strenuous exertions with our august Allies; 
obtained their influence with the Powers who 
still carry on the Slave Trade, to consent to as 



» How much reason have we to regret, that the minds of Hii 
Majesty's Ministers were not sooner enlightened, by the lucnbr»> 
tions with which the learned wiriter of the Report of the African 
Institution, entitled, ^' Reasons for Registry/' has just favoured 
the pHblic. They would not then have thrown away so much 
money, and have put so much more to hazard, in ignorance of 
those rights and duties which he has now inculcated ; but hav« 
adopted what he terms, a ** short and simple process." *' She 
(Great Britain) has only to instruct the commanders of her 
ships of war, now on the African statioQ, to seize, and send to 
Sierra Leone, all vessels under Spanish colours, carrying slaves 
from any part of t}ie Continent north of the Equator; to liberate 
the unfortunate captives, and then to dismiss the vessels/'* If 
this right be good against Spain, it must, of coarse be equally 
good against 4II the rest of the world ; and therefore His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers have been paying large sums to Portugal, and 
offering still larger sums to other Powers, to obtain that which 
they were entitled . to insist upon, without any consideration 
whatever, Notwithstandipg this egregious act of folly on their 
partj according to the doptrine of the learned gentleman, ho 
compliments Lord Castlereagh on his *' able, zealous, and suc- 
cessful labours in theiso negoeiations }"t' and we confess that we 
have been less puzzled by all the aut^oir's abslj*use reasoning 
on public law, than by attempting to reconcile his panegyric as 
A cemrfler, with his principles ai a jurist. 

• flare Tmde dtSpkiB in Northern Mt\c9i» ^, ^ft . \ \Wv^. V-V^. 
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early an abolition of it as possible ; for wbicii 
purpose an assembly of the Plaiipotentiaries of 
all the eight Powers who had signed the Treaty 
of Paris, was held on the 26rth of January, 1815f 
when France refused to shorten the period 
prescribed by the Treaty of Paris, Spain to 
engage for the definitive abolition in less thaD 
eight years, and Porti^al only expressed a hope 
of being able to put an end to it at the same 
penod. At another conference, held on the 
4th of February, Lord Castlereagh proposed the 
establishment of a Committee, consisting of the 
Ministers of the Courts then assembled, to pre- 
pare a general report, at the ^id of each year, 
on the state of the Slave Trade ; to which all 
the Ministers agreed, excepting those of France, 
Spain, and Portugal^ who took the subject ad 
feferendum. 

Lord Castlereagh then invited the Powers as- 
sembled, to agree ^' in notpermitting theconsump- 
*^ tion of colonial produce, within their domi- 
nions, to become the means of encouraging and 
prolonging gratuitously so pernicious a traffic ; 
and to declare besides, that, in point of moral 
''obligation, they reserved to themselves, in 
^ case the Slave Trad^ nbould be continued by 
^ any other States, beyond the period justified 
'' by real necessity, to adopt proper measures 
■^ ta' obtain the said colQpial produce, either 
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** from tht eolonies of Powiergk who do not 
•* tolerate the gratuitous prolongation of tbib 
** traffic, or else from those vast regidns of the 
** globe, which supply the same produce by. the 
** labour of their own inhabitants." This prcf- 
ject "was strongly opposed by Spain arid Por- 
tugal ; whose Ministers declared, that, in such 
a case, *• their Courts would make reprisals^ 
** by eaactihg prohibitory laws against the conv- 
" merce of the countries whose GovemmentB 
** should provoke such acts of retaliation." The 
Portngnese Plenipotentiaries repeated this d^ 
termination, in a subsequent note addressed to 
Lord * Castlereagh ; in whi6h, however, tlley 
engaged more ojeariy than they had ever before 
done^ that Portugal^ like Spain, should abolish 
the Sla^v^e Trade definitively at the end of eiglit 
years ; and here the negociations on this subject 
ternodnated. 

Great praise is unquestionably due to the 
Noble Lord, for the zeal and talents which he 
•displayed in these conferences ; and tlie papers 
in Ivhich they are detailed, not only afford full 
infoTjoiation, as to the period when the final 
Abolition of the Sllnre TVade may be expec^ted 
to take place, but open an entirely new system 
of ^Kplomacy, whi€^ odght not to be passed 
0vcr luuotioed, ^ 
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. Notwithstanding the interest which both Par- 
Kament and the pubHc take in the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade, has been so strongly and 
repeatedly expressed, as not only to call upon' 
His Majesty's Ministers to use every poi^ible 
effort, but even to justify them in making almost 
any sacrifice, to obtain theaccomplishmentdf thid 
object ; still the propriety of paying large sums 
of money to Foreign Powers, for the perform- 
ance of a moral obligation, appears extremely 
questionable. We may indeed buy the sem- 
blance, but not the essence of humanity. Virtue 
ceases to be virtue, when it becomes an object 
of bargain and sale; and it is not uncharitable 
to presume, that those who are so base and 
corrupt, as to stipulate for a pecuniary consi- 
deration, to compensate them for the advantage 
they have derived front violating the first prin- 
ciples of justice and humanity, would make 
little scruple of cheating us out of our money. 
Besides, we are descending fi'om the high 
ground of principle, on which we ought to 
stand. It is not by bribing people to be hu- 
mane, that we can make them really so ; but by 
inculcating those principles and feelings oh 
which humanity is founded. 

There was a time when the existence of Spain 
and Portugal, as nations, depended upon! Great 
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Britain, and when she might have insisted upon 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, as the price of 
her alliance ; when she might justly have told 
tiiem, that Buonaparte, in endea.vouring to en- 
slave them and their posterity, was doing no 
more to them, than they themselves were doing 
towards the unhappy Africans ; and that if they 
wished her .to support them in asserting their 
freedom, they must respect the freedom of 
others. This opportunity, however, was unfor* 
tunatdy lost, and we have now reason to regret 
that we acted with more delicacy towards them, 
than justice to the inhabitants of Africa. In the 
dispositiou they have lately shewn, little room 
remains to hope, that the Slave Trade will be 
finally abolished by Spain and Portugal, before 
the expiration of the eight years which they have 
claimed for its continuance ; and still less cause 
remains to regret, that they refused the pecu- 
niary offers of the Noble Lord. 

Can it reasonably be supposed, that. those 
Powers who accede to the Abolition, not from 
principle but compulsion, who are dragooned 
as it were into a measure, which they consider 
as ruinous to their best and dearest interests, 
will not connive at this traffic being continued 
.by their subjects, after it has been ostensibly 
abolished by. themselves? In the so long sup- 
pressed Jbtter of QovemOt V^(A;9i9a^.V^ ^^^ 
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presses his sentiments on this point in th^ 
foltowing words : 

'^ I hold it incontestiible also, that in a fm years smug- 
gling will be practised to a vast extent. May it uot be 
questioned, whether opening the. ports of South Carolina 
did really increase the American Slave Trade, or, what is 
still more to the purpose, the importation of slaves into that 
state ? That it made them cheaper to the purchaser, t 
have no doubt ; but, so far as I have seen^ there were as man^ 
American slave traders on tliis |MUt of the coast before 
it was made lawful, as afterwards* American ships used 
to supply the Spanish colonies with slaves in spite of aH 
prohibitions : will not they do the same again when their 
own ports are closed ? How surely does a demand for any 
commoditi^ produce a supply ! In the present instance 
the demand is for men, women, and children ; and can we 
doubt that illicit methods will be riesorted to for sup- 
plying them?" 

I 

The example of the Americans may be illus* 
trated by their proceedkigs in the United States, 
as well as by those on the coast of Africa. 
According to their laws, no mw could be tried 
for carrying on the Slave Trade, except in the 
ftate were the offence was committed ; and the 
records of their Courts shew^, that in some 
States, (particularly Rhode Island, where most 
of the vessels employed in tbe Slave Trade were 
fitted out, and where many prosecutions were 
instituted,) although the cire«Mitaitial evidence 
brought fytwwdf vm mch 0a te W«^w^ v^yEii 
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doubt of the guilt of the parties, still every 
attempt to establish the fact of slave trading by 
such legal proofs, as Would induce a jury to 
convict, uniformly proved ineffectual. 

After the tenacity with which some of tlie 
European Powers still cling to this traffic, after 
the refusal of France, as well as Spain and 
Portugal, in tlie late negociations, '' to admit any 
" other maritime police, except that which every 
** Power exercises over its own vessels,"* (which 
precludes Great Britain from preventing frau- 
dulent and illegal traffic,) must it not be pre- 
sumed, that they purposely left an opening for 
its continuance ? and can it be expecj:ed that 
the subjects of these Powers, will be more con- 
scientious than their governments ? If not, we 
shall hereafter discover, that. when by paying 
immense sums of money, we imagine we have 
accomplished the entire and universal Abolition 
of the Slave Trade, we have only changed a 
legal into an iU^al traffic. Unless the other 
Powers of Europe co-operate conscientiously 
with us, all our endeavours to put a total stop 
to the Slave> Trade, throughout the whole con- 
tinent of Africa, (a trade which holds out every 
temptation to adventurers that avarice can offer,) 
will be ju^t as ineffisctual, ^ the attempt of 
Bvumaparte to establish his Continental S^te«v 

^ PMpHtMlnWtng the pttsent itaU oCtlfakft ^Wi%t\^^^V*'*^^ 
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tbroDghont Europe. If he could not succeed 
in excluding the trade of a single nation from 
one Conthient, still less can we expect to suc- 
ceed in excluding the trade of all nations from 
another Continent; and in the failure of his 
project, we may foresee the result of our own.* 



Admitting, however, for the sake of argu^- 
ment, that all these obstacles could be sur- 

« 

* These sentiments have receiyed a most unexpe^ied and 
iralitable eonfirmatioii, from the anthor of the Report of th« 
Afrtcan Instituti«)n, entitled, '' Reasons for Registry/' in a pam- 
|khlet just published, from which are tak^n the following extracts ; 

^ We shaU have the security of a treaty, it is true; but to 
what this amounts, when opposed by the sednction of a real or 
sopposed self-interest, let history attest. In the present case, 
the brittle tie is peculiarly weak, from this unprecedented cir- 
ciimstanee; the compact is for the future reformation of a 
heinous and adLDOwledged crime. Spain, resolving to persist 
during eight years to come in a cruel systematic violation of 
what she admits to be the law of nature and of God, covenants 
with us to repent at the end of that period ! Unless good faith 
be a higher principle than justice or humanity, the contracted 
obligation is not stronger ihm. the aivtecedent duty. Those, 
therefore, who consciously persist to violate the latter, are not 
Tcry likely to respect the former. We place little confidence in 
the premised fatore reformation of at dntiikard or a spendtiirifl ; 
but should trust still less to the chjirter-jMurty of a pirate, resoW-' 
ing to continue his cruize.'*t 

" It is in and through the medium of the French and Dutch 
West India- Colonies, that the mischief will chiefly work. What 
lure to be the particular legal ianctionSy and .prorentive means, 

f SUf§ Xmde ef Sp%ia la Kort^tri kU\^^ y. ti^ 
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inounted, and that the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade was adopted, as a part of the standing 
policy of the great commonwealth of Europe, 
it still remains to be considered, wliat prospect 
we should have of succeeding in om* ultimate 
object, the improvement and civilization of 
Africa. Governor Ludlam has expressed his 
opinion on this subject, in another paragraph of 
the letter before alluded to. 

** I would observe, thirdly, that notwithstanding all thai 
has been said about the taste that Africans have acquired 

in those countries^ to give effect to their own abolitions, is jet 
unknown. There is one effectual expedient, as we have already 
observed, of which it is hoped they will soon have an example 
from Great Britain: the Registration of their Slaves. Sapposinf^ 
the example to be given and faithfully followed, the exclusion of 
contraband Slave Trade would indeed be certain and complete. 
But if the French and Dutch Governments should not adopt 
this expedient, or should suffer, it, if adopted in law, to be neg- 
lected in the execution, (as has confessedly been the case in th« 
French Islands with most of the humane regulations of the 
Code Noir,) the prevalence of a large contraband Slave Trade at 
^Martinique, Guadaloupe, and Surinam, and through them at 
all other colonies destitute of a registry, may be with certainty 
foreseen."* 

These passages demonstrate the full conviction of the writer, 
that an Abolition of the Slave Trade, wrested from foreign 
Powers by compulsion, and not afterwards conscientiously en- 
forced by them upon their own subjects, will prove ineffectual ; 
and therefore, without any farther argument, furnish a complete 
answer to all the rest of his work, the object of which is, to 
engage Great Britain in a crusade against Spain, for the purpose 
of eompelhng her immediately to relinquish the Slave Trade in 
Northern Africa. 

• Slave Trade of Spain in KorllieTa Mt\c^^^.^%« 
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for Europeaa commodities, there is little reason to expect 
they will-exert themselves, in the way of regular industry, 
in order to obtain those conunodities. I rather think that 
they will sink back to their former state, wliich is still the 
•tate of the mttiTes two or three hundred miles inlands 
They will weave their own cloth, raise their own tobacco, 
smelt their own iron, and resume their bows and arrows. 
Be it remembered that the greatest demand for their rice 
(the * staple of the country') is to supply the .slaves while 
kept in factories, or during the Middle Passage. They 
will scarcely ever be able to exchange rice for European 
goods ; for it can hardly be supposed that African rice 
will answer in die English market. Cotton, coffee, dnd 
sugar, weFe they to raise them, would be excluded, as not 
being produced in British Colonies. Where, then, will 
be their inducement to industry ? The collection of rude 
produce is not industry : and if it were, how contemptible 
is its quantity, and how easily is the market overstocked 
with every sort, except ivory. What inducement, then, 
can they have to regular industry ? Its present self-denial 
is torment: its future advantages they have no relish 
for." • 

Much more sanguine expectations are enter- 
tained by the African Institution ; who alledge 
that so great a progress has already been made, 
in the industry and civilization of Africa, as 
holds out the strongest encouragement to us to 
persevere in our elSbrts. In the journal of 
Mungo Park's mission to the interior of Africa, 
lately published, this doctrine is laid down, and 
supported by various statements. The Custom- 
House returns of the imports from Africa into 
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Great Britain, are given from the year 1 783. to 
1787, and amonnted on ian average to only* 
£90,500 per annum ; but since the Abolition 
ikey have increased to £430,000 per unnuB^.^ 
This we are desired to consider, (and at firstf 
sight it certainly appears so,) as a proof of the 
great progress of Africa in the arts of agriculture 
and peaceful commerce ; but the delusion will 
vanish on a closer investigation. 

No allowance is made here, for the increased 
price of ^11 commodities, that has taken plac^e 
within the last twenty-five years, in conseqaence 
of the depreciation in the value of money ; neither 
i^ any allowance made, for the difference between • 
the vahie of foreign commodities in peace and in 
war. It is farther to be observed, that the. events 
of the late war occasioned a peculiar high price 
of, and consequently extraordinary demand for, 
African commodities; as appears from Mr. 
M acaulay*s history of the rice speculation, into 
which he was induced to engage from his 
regard to the imprt)vement of Africa in regular 
industry, and the continuance of the war with 
America. lu like manner, pahn-oil and ele- 
phants' teeth rose much in value, and the im- 
portation of them may consequently have in- 
creased ; but this would furnish no great proof 
df the increased industry of the inhabitants of 
Africa, both these articks bdt^^ <>V\.wsv^^t&x 
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Very little labour^ the former n^rely by 
tapping t^e trees, and the latter either- by 
aesurehing the wgods to pick up the teeth of 
the dead animals, QX chasing and destroying 
the liying ones- 

A most important circumstance, wholly over- 
looked too in tjiis estimate, is, that during the 
continuance of the Slave Trade, many o^ the 
ship^ employed in that traffic, took on board, 
t^hilf^t Qn[ ^th? coast of Aifica, dye-woods, ele- 
phants' teeth* and other conupodities, which theiy 
cairried to the portu where they sold their slaves, 
from whence they were brought to Great Britain, 
and consequently w^re entered in the Custom- 
House books as iipports from the West Indies. 
Since the Abolition, this circuitous trade has 
cetoed, sgiid the whole Trade with Africa being 
direct, aU Afrioan^ ccnnmodities are entered in 
their proper character, as imports from that 
country. This fact sufficiently accounts for the 
increase in the Custom-House returns of the 
imports from Africa, without reverting to the 
nprei^umption, not only unsupported by proof, 
but, SU9. will hereafter be shewn, coptradicted 
by proof, of any i^cr^ased industry and dvi* 
lia^atioc^ in the inhabitants. 

* " ■ • 

la the san^ work, a stat^ipLeni is given of the 
ioiports md e^j^x^rts of Sierra ]>eone> since a 
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Cttstom-House was established there^ in May^ 
1813 ; making the annual average of the former 
jf 70,000, and of the latter £45,000 ; to which 
this observation is added. ** Hence it appears, 
** that from the single port of Sierra Leone, the 
** imports into Great Britain were nearly, and 
** the expM>rts to the same river fiilly, equal 
** to the imports and exports (exclusive of the 
Slave Trade) of the whole extent of the 
western coast of Africa, prior to the Aboli- 
** tion."^-Here again is an attempt to delude the 
public, and make them believe that the whole 
of these exports are the produce of Sierra 
Leone ; when - in point of &ct, that cc^ony» so 
far from having surplus produce to export to 
that amount, does not raise sufficient provisions 
for the maintenance of its own inhabitants^ but 
is supplied vrith rice, from the oeighbouring 
settlements on the coast. 

Mr. Zachary Macaulay himself admits this 
to be the case; for in his letter to the Duke 
of Gloucester he offers it as a proofs '^ that he 
*' has not been wholly indifferent to the im- 
" provement of Africa in regular industry, thistt 
" his house should have instructed its agent at 
" Sierra Leone, to induce the native chiefs to 
*• enter into contracts for the regular supply of 
cargoes of rice."* 

• Page 34. 









50 

Mr. Grant, niember of the Councfi of Siem 
t^eone, in the account which he published of the 
recent transactions in that colony, after his retun^ 
in 1810, says, — *• In the course of twenty, years 
passed under the Company^s Government, and 
two more since the transfer, the settlers, al 
*' this hour, depend on imported produce for the 
** whole of their subsistence. A small quantity 
of inferior coffee, and a few common vegetable 
jroots, constitute the whole sum of its agri- 
*^ cultural and manufactured produce. Sierra 
^* Leone is behind, and in a proportion that is 
** not justified by the comparative lateness of its 
*' existence, every other establi^ment on the 
" whole coast of Africa^,"* 

Dr. Tliorpe states, ♦♦ that Sierra Leone itself 
^' prodiices nothing exportable, but a few ba^ 
" of coffee for Governor Maxwell, and a few 
** bags of cotton for Mr. Kenneth Macaulay^ 
** from the appropriation of the unrewarded 
" labour of the. captured slaves." — He adds, 
*/ that camwood, ivory, and rice, are brought 
*' to the colony ; and that vessels leaving Sierra 
^^ Leone may take a smaU portion of these 
" articles."! Whether these articles are shipped 
from l^ierra Leone, or from any oth^ ports, can 
make no possible difference in the aggregate 
amount of the exports of Africa ; because the 

* Page 62, 03. . + Prefuce to 4th edition, p. iff. 
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more is shipped from one? port, the less must 
be shipped from the others. 

When all these circumstances are taken into 
consideration, it seems doubtful ^vhether any 
proof of the increased s^icultural industry of 
Africa, has been furnished by the statements in 
the journal of Mungo Park's mission; but it 
is clearly shewn, that Sierra Leone, the colony 
which was so long under the government of the 
Sierra Leone Company,. and is still under the 
more immediate patronage and direction of the 
enlightened princes, prelates, nobles, statesmen, 
and laWyers, composing the Committee of the 
African Institution, instead of setting an example 
of superior agricultural industry to the rest of 
Africa, actually derives its means of subsistence 
from the adjacent settlements, which continue 
under the government of their ignorant and 
barbarous native chiefs* 

' The ^t settlers at Sierjra Leone, were either 
Maroons from Jamaica, or American loyalists 
who had been previously established at JNova 
Scotia. These persons were not rude savages, 
but accustomed to the society and language of 
£uropeans, and acquainted in some degree with 
the arts of civilized life. It might therefore have 
been expected, that they would not only have 
continued to practise them themselves, but have 
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« 

commuuicated them to othens; aQd yet, with tbe 
advantage of having these superior materials to 
work with, so miserably has Sierra Leone been 
managed, that of alt the British settlements on 
the coast of Africa, it is confessedly the lowest 
in the scale of industry and civilization. 

The advertisement prefixed to the jonma} of 
Mungo Park's mission, expresses the obliga* 
tions of the editor to Zachary Macaulay, esq. 
**' for much valuable information relative to the 
** trade of this country with Africa, which will 
** be found in the appendix to this memoir."-^ 
The only information given on this subject in 
the appendix, is in the article No. 6, from which 
the preceding extracts have been taken, and 
consequently must have been furnished by Mr. 
Mjacaulay, who states that he extracted it from 
the books of tbe African C!ompany. The Com* 
mittee of that Company, long ago directed 
their officers at the diiSerent settlements on the 
coast, to give every possible encouragement to 
the promotion of the industry and civilization of 
Africa ; and to send home reports, from time to 
time, as to the progress made in those important 
objects. At the time those extracts were made, 
they had received reports dated in the month of 
April, 1814, the contents of which are as follows : 

** The progress of agriculture has declined since the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, there not being the same 



53 

vent for their conimodities \vhich there wfts when shipping 
had frequent recourse there. The Abolition has not been 
Attended with any effect, except making the natives poor 
and discontented. 

« Dixcove Fort, 26th April, 1814.'* 

" The Abolition of the Slave Trade has made no 
alteration at Accra, except that it has lowered the ciixum* 
stances of a few of th^ BJaCks. There is no improvement 
whatever in agriculture. 

*' Annamabar Fort, ?4th Apiil, 18 U.** 

^ I am of opinion agriculture is by no means increased^ 
as the natives have no encouragement for so doing. Com 
and rice are the principal articles, but only in such quan- 
tities as barely to subsist them from one harvest to 
another. I do not conceive the Abolition of \h€ Slave 
Trade has been attended with any visible injury; on 
the contrary, ivory and gold dust are more abundant than 
was ever known at Appolonia, during the existence of thf 
above trade. 

" Appolonia, 24th April, 1814." 

** The natives of this, and the adjacent towns, are per- 
fectly quiet, but extremely indolent ; and do not pay half ^ 
the attention now to agriculture which they did formerly. 
They assign as a reason, that there is not that demand for 
provisions as in former times, owing to the decrease in the 
number of vessels visiting th6 coast. 

** Commenda, 27th April, 1814." 

^ The increase of agriculture has been very little among 
the natives, for these last five or six years ; as they are an 
idle set, and Uve more by making palaver with the other 
towns near them. 
, . : '< Ahnamaboe, 25th April, 18 V4." 
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** No visible effect has taken phce in consequence of 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, except that it has added 
to the natural indolence of the natives, in regard to their 
agricultural pursuits. They assign as a reason, having no 
market for their surplus commodities. 

*' Succondee, IQth April, 1814." 

' "^ I, and so do many of your officers, give encourage- 
ment to industry and agricultitre ; but to what pennanent 
good does it tend ? If any Gentleman who has been in 
this country, bears in his memory, that the natives of 
Africa consider a 2^an](gray soup and a little corn, a luxu- 
.rious meal, as they do to this day, and will in my opinion 
to the last; if such a Gentleman will consider that a 
people so easily satisfied, so trained to idleness from their 
infancy, as to allot to females the labour they ought to 
^rform themselves, so bigotted to the customs of their 
forefathers, I am inclined to think that he, with all others 
possessed with a knowledge of Africa, will be of opinion 
with me, that unsuccessful will be all endeavours to'civilize. 
or dispose to agriculture, the natives of it, before their 
habits and prejudices are conquered. If you take into 
consideration the many hundred^ of blacks there to one 
white, and that our intercourse with them is but casual, 
jou will not be surprised at the little progress, (if any 
indeed can be allowed,) they have made to civilization. 
The wants of the natives are but few, and so easily satis- 
fied, that such people, I am positive, will never, either by 
persuasion or example, be urged to pursue agriculture to 
a greater degree than they have hitherto. 
7 " Cape Coast Castle, 30th April, 1814.*' 

These Reports, (and those of 1815, merely 
refer to and confirm l^ttwi^ without giving 
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any new details,) offer a very different view^ 
of the subject, from that presented in the aC'- 
coiints of the imports and exports of Africa; and 
as Mr. Macaulay had access to, and was actually 
shewn these Reports, when he extracted the one 
for publication, why vdid he not extract the other 
also? No other motive can be assigned, than 
that which induced him to withhold the Letter 
of Grovemor Ludlam ; a determination to sup- 
press every thing, that might tend to weaken 
the impression, whidh has been so assiduously 
made upon the public mind, of the yast benefits 
that have been derived from the exertions of 
the Sierra Leone Company and the African 
Institution* 

If the accounts given of those eixertions, byt 
persons residing at Sierra Leone, be correct, it 
wtmld be wonderful indeed that they should 
have produced any good effects. On the industry 
and civilization of Africa; for none appear to 
have been made, that were calculated to proqiote 
those objects. 

In 1810, when Mr. Grant published hii 
pamphlet, he gave the following account of 
their proceedings up to that pferiod : 

" Their agents in the Colony, and their servants of every 
description^ appear to have been almost uniformly selected 
l^om a class of men, whose want of education was ooi 
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compenfated by liberal sentiiiients ; and whoie ignorance 
of the foundations of civil government, and morality, virat 
ill supplied by an austere tincture of -Sectarian piety. 
Instead, then, of courting the affections of the different 
chiefs by virhom they v^ere surrounded, forgetting that 

• 

unless by gaining their confidence they could never succeed 
in giving a check, much less to eradicate the Slave Trade 
from their vicinity, they managed to foment their sus« 
picions, to abuse their prejudices, to prdfit of dieir sim- 
plicity. It does not seem to have occurred to diem, that 
their own ruin or expulsion might be die ultimate penal^ 
of this invidious and narrow policy. Uninstnicted in 
human nature, they conceived their first duty tp be the 
religious conversion of their neighbours ; and to deride 
and insult their speculative notions, the surest m^ans qf 
effecting that copversion. It can, dien, be no matter of 
surprise, that they spon found themselves besieged VfHh 
the hatred and suspicions of the petty chiefs of their 
neighbourhood ; or that they should not at this day have 
availed themselves of any connection with the more powiV^ 
ful and enlightened potentates of the interior, to exp^lcf 
the country, or add to our general information by disco? 
veries in that quarter of Africa/** 

Dr. iThorpe not boly gives a similar account, 
but calls in their own authority in aid of his asser- 
tions ; for he says, *^ their Reports prove, that in 
** 1814 they were ^beginning to inquire into the 
'^ condition of A^ca and Sierr?. Leone, thougli 
^* they had pledged themselves to the perform- 

* An Accoimt of wm rsomtlViiisaetiotis in Sierra Leons, 



^' ancc of such wonders in civilization, ctdtivation, 
*? instruction,and morals, when thelnstitutionwas 
^ formed in 1807;" and that "the Committee 
^ has attempted to refute whdt they call vague 
^ and unfounded charges, without producing a 
** fact to prove the Institution had ever per- 
^^ formed a promise, carried into execution a 
'^ profession, or done iany one thing beneficial 
^ for Africa, either before, or after these repr0- 
V sentatiohs/'* 
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Tbe more important question, however, is 
whether if such exertions for the civilization of 
Africa, as the African Institution take credit to 
themselves for, were really made, they would be 
likely to succeed? On this subject, the testi- 
mony of several gentlemen has been given, 
-whose wishes and feelings Juust be supposed to 
lean towards those sanguine expectations which 
have uniformly been expressed by the African 
Institution; but who, nevertheless, have pro- 
nounced a very different judgment Their 
opinion, be it remembered, too, is founded upon 
local knowledge and examination ; that of the 
African Institution, upon mere speculation and 
conjecture. The opinion of Governor Ludlam 
coincides with that of the Governors of the 
>Urican forts, and is decidedly unfavourable to 

♦ Preface toLetter to Mr. WVi\MiTiQ\c«>^^«^VCvyDk,V^V' 
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llie prolriability of .otir ever civilizuig AfricaV 
Mr. Ludlam expresses bhnsdtf in the following^ 
terms: — " I would obsenre, thirdly, that not- 
wkhstanding alt that has been said about the 
taste the Africans have acquired for Europeaif 
^^ commodities, there is little reason to expect 
** they will exert themsdves in the way of r^u- 
lar industry, in order to obtain, those common- 
dkies. I rather think that they will sink back 
to their former state, which is still the state of 
•^ the natives two or three hundred miles inland, 
" They will W^B-ve their own cloth, raise theii: 
own tobapco, smelt their own iron^ and resume 
their bowi^ wid arrows.''^ He then asks/ 
^^'what inducemenrt can they have to regular 
" ilidustiry ? Its preseut selt-denial is torment f 
^ its future advanta^s th^ have no relish for*'" 



u 






'The ileport of the African Commissiohera^ 
confirms these statements. It says, ^^ It would 
" have been vain to make any attempt to im» 
•* prove the condition of Africa, without havti^ 
^' first established a colony of some strength^ 
^^ founded upon equitable principles ; from 
H whence, as a focus, all our efibrts may be 
^ directed : and however Sierra Leone may have 
^ fallea short of the sanguine expectations which 
^* had been ibrqied of its success, there is every 

* tHr. Macaala]r*8 LetUr to th« Bake of Gloucoitor, Ap^ 
pendix, pf^e 61. 
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*' £aur |)Tobability that Africa will ultimately 
" derive much good from this settlement, not 
" ra^iidly, indeed, nor perhaps extensirely, for 
** this century, but still advancing ^ hst as 
** can be reasonably expected, from power and 
** resources so slender, and disproportioned to 
<^ such a gigantic undertaking as the civilization 
*' of any considerable portion of a continent sd 
*' steeped in bar1)arity a« Africa."* They far- 
ther tell us, that " the country on the Nortli 
** and North-East of Sierra Leone, is inhabited 
" by the Mundingoes and Foulahs, who are 
*' already so far advanced in civilization^ that 
*' it Will, according to all appearance, require 
** some centuries, and all our exertions, to place 
** the savage tribes who inhabit the South-East 
quarter, on the present level with the Mun- 
dingoes/'t So that, according to the state- 
ment of these gentlemen, it will require som0 
centuries, and all our exertions, to place tiie 
ravage tribes of Africa oft a levd with the Mun* 
dingoes; or in other words, to make these 
barbarians semi-barbarous, and bring them into 
such a state that something, not rapid nor exteur 
Bive, may be done in their advance towards civilir 
ligation, in the course of a few centuries more, 

Such is the hopeful prospect of success, in 
tlie J)roject of civilizing Africa, according to 

* Report, p. €. . •^•K«ip«tt,KQ\'^,^,^, 
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the testimony of men of the greatest local 
knowledge, and ihe most zealous friends of 
the African Institution. Indeed the follow- 
ing account of Africa, is given in a letter 
published under their own authority, and which 
therefore may be considered as stamped with 
the seal of their approbation. " A state of 
^' society more miserably dismembered, and in 
*V which the dements seem less capable of 
^^ combination, can scarcely be imagined; £u- 
** rope might be rebarbarized before Africa 
** could civilize herself."* 

1, Both theory and experiment are equally un- 
favourable to this romantic scheme. Man, in a 
savage state, is naturally averse to labour; and 
in climates where his limited wants are almost 
supplied by the spontaneous productions of 
nature, will not be persuaded to devote his 
hours to constant toil, for superfluities which to 
him have no value ; or to barter his natural in- 
dependence, for the luxuries of civilized life, 
which he knows not how to enjoy, 

I 

Never were expectations more sanguine, than 
those entertained some time ago, of civilizing 
the inhabitants of the South Sea Islands. The 
Directors of the Missionary society, the fellow- 
labourers and coadjutors of the African Insti- 

* Report i. Appendix, p« Si. 
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tation,* sent out Missionaries to instnict and 
convert them; and in the Dedication and Ad* 
vertisement prefixed to the Account of the 
Voyage of the Ship Duff, they thus describe the 
effects produced upon them by European inters ' 
course. '^ On landing among the islanders, our 
** compassion was most powerfully excited, to 
** find their population'greatly diminished; and> 
" through the prevalence of vice, tending to 
utter extinction." They then piously exclaim. 
We shall be truly happy, if the information 
*' here detailed, shall produce some powerful * 
*^ impression on the minds of our countrymen, 
'* interest them more tenderly in behalf of the 
^' wretched heathen, and excite suitable efforts 
*^ to repair the miseries which Europeans have 
** in part occasioned.'* Whether the new voyage 
produced any better effect than the old ones, 
whether the Missionaries have converted the 
Otaheiteans, or the Otaheiteans have perverted 
the Missionaries, (which, as far as the printed 
nari*ative goes of the sensual temptations with 
which they had to contend, seems most likely 
to be the case,) the public are not informed ; 
' but the silence of the Missionary Society is 
presumptive evidence that their labours have 
not been crowned with success. The Otahei- 
teans are now as much neglected and forgot- 
ten, as if they had never existed; the current of 

• Re^iort VI. p. 30. 
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philantiiropy hias taken a Westerly^ instead of 
a Southerly directioii; and after the total 
&Hure of an attempt to civilize a few thousand 
MTages in one quarter of the globe, the Ajfri- 
can Institution desire the public to believe^ 
that the civilization of one hundred and fifty 
millions in another quarter^* is perfectly fea- 
andcertam! 



. In the Ninth Report of the African Institu-^ 
tion, they expatiate, with great triumph, on the 
jxrc^ress made by the captured negroes, in civi- 
lisation and the arts of social life. They state, 
that " it could hardly have been believed pos- 
^ eible, that the wretched creatures drawn up 
^* from the holds of slave ships, and relieved 
^^ from their fetters, and from the very lowest 
*• extremity and degradation of misery, should 
^ in the course of a few months become so com- 
*« fortable and so useful ;t that much appears 
•* to have been done for the present comfort 
f* and future prosperity of the captured negroe» 
^ m the island of Sierra Leone, and that they 
t* appear now to be as happy and as comfortably 
** situated, and areas likely to rise in the colony» 
^ as any class of persons in it." j; 

• Report I. p. 11..—" Africa » computed to contain one hnn- 
dred and fifty miUions of inhabitants.*' 

t Beport IX. p. eO« i I^id. p. ^ ^ 
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It is difficult to reconcile tliese statemente 
with the fact, that at the rery time this Report 
was gixeix to the public, accounts, had hem 
received in England^ of a General Public Meefc- 
ing of the Inhabitants of Sierra Leone, having 
been convened by the Mayor and Alderman of 
Freetown, the capital of the Settlement^ to eoar 
sider what measures ought to be adopted, ia 
consequence of information having l)eet| re- 
ceived, that these very captured negroes, whom 
the Directors of the African Institution state t» 
be persons ^* possessed of such {xroper feetr 
*^ ings ;'*. who had made such manifest prjogreat 
in civilization and the arts of. social life, who 
were so comfortable and so usefuU " who were 
** as happy^ as conifortably settled, and as likely 
**• to rise in the Colony, as any persona in it," 
bad joined the neighboiiring natives in a con^ 
^piracy to massacre all the white inhabitant* 
jo( the Settlement, At this meeting, resolutiont 
;were entered into, and sent to the <jrovemory 
jrecommending that arms should be distributed 
to the White Men, the Maroons, and the Novs 
:Scotia Settlers ; and that the captured n^H>e9 
should be kept in the Foirt,. alter a certain 
hour in the evening. The Governor, consider- 
ing this proceeding as an illegal interference 
with his authority, fined the Mayor for presiding 
at it; who, conceiving the right to hold Public 

' ' * JUport IX. p. 56. 
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Meetiiq^, for the purpose of pre8eDit;iiig peti^ 
tkms, or remonstrances, to be perfectly con- 
stitutional, sent home a Memorial to His 
M lyesty's Gioyemment, praying, relief. 

These circumstances made too miich noise at 
Sierra Leooe, to render it probable that they 
should be wholly ynknowtl to the Directors of . 
tiie African Institution. The Meeting at Sierra 
Leone, was hdd in December, 1814. The Ninth 
•Report of the African Institution, though read 
to a Meeting of the Subscribers in April, was 
not published till August, 1415, after the account 
of these transactions had arrived. So that this 
New Jerusalem, where, according to the Report 
of the African Institution, Mercy and Peace 
have met together. Righteousness and Truth 
have kissed each other, was known, at the very 
mom^it when they issued these accounts to the 
public, to be a scene of civil commotion, con« 
8{Hracy, and discord. Had not the suggestions 
of candour, bean overruled by the love of popu- 
' larity, this Report would have been accompa^ 
nied by an acknowledgment, that the flattering 
representations it contained, had been ccmtra- 
dieted by subsequ^it events. 



A favourite project of the Sierra Leone Con^ 
panj and African InstitutioUi is that of raising 
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West India produce in Africa. This is avpwed 
ia Mr. Ludlam's letter, who says, "The true, - 
** ijuestionis, whether it be an object of national 
•* importance, not merely to establish new Sugar 
••and Coffee Plantations, though this be a part 
*• of the design, but to extend British Commerce 
** and influence in this quarter of the globe." 
The same purpose is also acknowledged in Mr. 
Macaulay's letter to him, dated February 27, 
1807;* and hinted at in the Reports of the 
Directoif's of the African Institutionf This 
project would have been greatly facilitated, by 
the adoption of the system of ransoming the 
natives of Africa, and binding them to compul* . 
iiory labour for a term of years ; which both Mrl 
Ludlam and Mr. Macaulay, vindicated and la- 
boured to establish. They were probably fully 
jtware, that t)ie expectations so fondly cherished 
by some of the Directors, and the flattering 
accounts given in some of their Reports^ of the 
progress actually made in the industry of the 
natives, were fallacious; and that compulsory 
labour alone, would secure the succpss of any 
agricultural undertakings in Africa. This part 
of the plan has been abandoned, on account of 
the objections:): made to it on the score of prin- 

* Letter to the Duke o^ Gioacester, Appendix, p. 18. 

t Report I. p. 41, aod Report 11. p. 18. 

t The agents of the Sierra Leone Company having been 
•harged with entertaining views of this "description, GrOTemor 
Thompson iiistitated an uupdry into the truth of the ohar^Q^tA. 
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I 

ciple ; but the plan itself is still cantemplated^ 
and a bold effort was lately made to encourage 
its execution, by giving it peculiar advantages. 

■•fch'.. ■■ — l: - .. 

ri>stract of which Is given in the Appendix to Mr. Grant's Account 
of some Recent TriMisactionsin Sierra Leone, p. 85 to 106. TIm 
ibllowrng is an extract from the decision of the Court. 

** After reconsidering the evidence produced before this Coart, 
we havd no hesitation in declaring, that there appears to this 
Court to have existed a plan, digested, connected, premeditated, 
organized, for procuring the Abolition of the Genera) Slaye Trade 
il** Africa and the West Indies, and for establishiag on its ruins, 
% monopoly in favour of this colony, and of such other settlement* 
^qion the coast of Africa, as the persons concerned did expect 
nhouldbe committed to their management; but urith intent to 
jffromotd the cultivation of trOpieal productions by Slaves in Africa, 
in opposition to the cultivation by Slaves carried on in tlie West 
Indian colonies, with the advantages df having the raw material, 
the slave, 'at their doors, and of having thrown all competitor* 
6ttt of the market. We have marked the unravellkig of the plot^ 
hi the purchases of many slaves before the transfer of the colony, 
in the purchase of a whole cargo afterwards, in the letters which 
iiere substantiate the fact, that they who did not know that the 
period* of the Abolition of the Slave Trade was the proper period 
t^. begin the direci purchasing of the slaves^ ' did somewhait mis-> 
^onceiv^ our ideas in England upon that subject / in the asscrtioo 
of the Court of Directors, that the money paid for the slaves, to 
tko sailors of the ships of war, was a * premium of apprenticeship ;^ 
i^ above all, in the anxiety displayed, both in time. past, and %\ 
tbis mbment, to introduce such i^ascurcs as should prevent ' alt 
attempts to revise what has been done,' and alt endeavours to 
promote investigation." 

"This phtn of the Sierra Leone Company is not new, but 
borrowed from the Jesuits in South America; as appears 
from the authority of an eminfent modem wiiter. ** By the 
laws, there can be no Indian slaves in the Spanish colonics; 
and yet by a singular abuse, two species df wars, very dif- 
ferent in appearance, give rh»e to a state very much like that 
6f1he ABican slave. The mlssioadpjr tndnks of South America. 
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Just before the close of the last Session o£ 

b 

ParliaxDent, »a Bill was brought into the Houm 
of CommonS) called the African Goods Bill ; a* 
title which attracted no attention on tibe part of 
the Wesrt India interest, as the only- goods im* 
ported from Africa are dye-woodsy gums, bees^ 
waXy palm-oil) Guinea grams, iTory^and gold dust 
This Bill passed through the House of Commons 
with extraordinary rapidity ,havingbeen read four 

successive st^es in four successive day», witfah 

I . ■ ■ ■ ■ ,.i. . . .« I * 

make, from time to time, incursion» into the- countries pos- 
sessed by peaceable tribes of Indians, whom they call savages, 
(Indioiji brayos,) because they have not le«niecl f» nrake the sigft 
of the ci'oss lilce the equally naked Indians o£ the miaBi#iift> (]bi4im 
reducidos.) In these nocturnal incursions, dictated by the most 
culpable fanaticism, they lay hold of all whom they can surprise^ 
especially cbilc^n, women, and old meih They separate, wklout 
f ity, children . from their mothers, lest they aiMNild dofycetl 
together as to the means of escape. The monk who la chief q| 
this expedition, distributes the young people among the Indiaat 
of his mission, who have the most contributed to the success ol 
the Entrados, On the Oroaoco, and the blanks of the PortagnejMT 
Rio Negro^ these prisoners bear the name of Poitos ; and ihe% 
are treated !ike slaves, till they are of an age to marry. Hm 
desire of having Foitos, and making them w&rk for eight or UH 
years, indueea the Indians of the missions to cucito ihe monka i0 
these incursions^"* Thus the union of interest with fenatieisa^ 
produces the same effects in all countries; and Humboldt's naih 
rativc of these transactions in South America, is just tlw 
counferpart of the Sierra Leone project^^efMcleeniing titenegvoM 
of Aflriea, from a legard to their civilisatioa and conversicMiy Hut 
binding them to work out their salvation, by fourteen years haid 
labour, for the benefit of those who take this pious intef^t 
in their welfare. 

♦ Rvnboltfri Political Bwy mi K«w 'ft^iL\a^HfkW ife*^*V. 
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bat any observation being made iip<!>n it ; and 
had been read twice in the House of Lords, wheu 
it wa» discovered, that this Bill permitted the 
importation of rum, coffee, cocoa, cotton^ and 
every West India commodity, sugar excepted, 
from Africa, on payment of the same duties as 
if imported from the British West India Colo- 
nies. A meeting of the West India Committee 
was immediat&ly convened, at which resolutions 
were ^ntared into, protesting against this viola* 
tion of the Colonial principle, and sent to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonial Department; 
on whose motion, the Bill was thrown out upon 
the thittl reading. 

This Bill had another extraordinary feature, 
. which merits a few remarks. The preamble of 
it spoke of the British Colonies in Africa ; an 
expression which, as applied to our settlementa 
in that quarter of the globe, had an occult 
jneaning, known only to the adepts. In 1812, 
a Custom House was established at Sierra Leone ; 
not of .the same description as those in the 
British Colonies, whose officers are^ppointed at 
)iome, and act under the direction of the Com- 
missioners of the Customs in London ; but one, 
whose officers are appointed by the local autho-, 
rities at Sierra Leone. For some time past, these 
gentlemen have taken upon themselves, to seize 
ratious vesseh^ both British and^foreign, that 
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cam^ to that port, for alledged infractions of 
the Navigation Laws ; according to which, no 
foreign vessels are allowed to trade with British 
Colonies, and all goods imported in British ves- 
sels, except Madeira and Teneriffe wine, mnst 
have been actually landed and shipped in Great 
Britain. 

The application of the Colonial system to 
Sierra Leone, without due notice of any such 
change being intended, and the condemnation 
of several vessels and cargoes, seized by the 
Custom-House officers there, without any known 
sanction If om the Government at home, occa- 
sioned various memorials to the Treasury, from 
the parties who$e property had been thus con- 
fiscated, 

■ 

One of them is from the owners of the brig 
Margaret, of Liverpool, stating that this vessel 
arrived at Sierra Leone, having on board, among 
other things,seven trunksof India goods,and some 
wine, shipped at Madeira, by Mr. J. H. Edwards^ 
and consigned to Mr.Macmillan,as agent at Sierri 
Leone, for a mercantile house in London, inti- 
mately connected with the African Itistitntion ; 
— that these goods came to a very advantageous 
market; and the captain was very strongly uiged 
to land them immediately, which he promised 
to do ; — that the collector at Sierra Leone thea 
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bat any observation being made upon it; and 
had been read twice in the House of Lords, when 
it wa£^ discovered, that this Bill permitted the 
importation of rum, coffee, cocoa, cotton^ and 
every West India commodity, sugar excepted, 
from Africa, on payment of the same duties as 
if imported from the British West India Colo- 
nies. A meeting of the West India Committee 
was iounedjat&ly convened, at which resolutions 
were entered into, protesting against this viola- 
tion of tjie Colonial principle, and sent to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonial Department; 
on whose motion, the Bill was thrown out upon 
the third reading. 

This Bill had another extraordinary feature^ 
. which merits a few remarks. The preamble of 
it spoke of the British Colonies in .Africa ; 'an 
expression which, as applied to our settlements 
in that quarter of the globe, had an occult 
ineaning, known only to the adepts^ In 1812; 
a Custom House was established at Sierra Leone ; 
not of the same description as those in the 
British Colonies, whose officers are^ppointed at 
home, and act imder the direction of the Com- 
missioners of the Customs in London ; but one, 
whose officers are appointed by the local authoU. 
rities at Sierra Leone. For some time past, th 
gentlemen have taken upon themselves, to sg 
rariouB vesseh^ both British and foreign, thiii 
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bat any observation being made iip<!>n it ; and 
had been read twice in the House of Lords, when 
it WB» discovered, that this Bill permitted the 
importation of rum, coffee, cocoa, cotton, and 
every West India comniodity, sugar excepted, 
from Africa, on payment of the same duties as 
if imported from the British West India Colo- 
nies. A meeting of the West India Committee 
was iounediat&ly convened, at which resolutions 
were entared into, protesting against this viola- 
tion of the Colonial principle, and sent to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonial Department; 
on whose motion, the Bill was thrown out upon 
the third reading. 

This Bill had another extraordinary feature, 
• which merits a few remarks. The preamble of 
it spoke of the British Colonies in Africa; an 
expression which, as applied to our settlements 
in that quarter of the globe, had an occult 
meaning, known only to the adepts^ In 1812, 
a Custom House was established at Sierra Leone ; 
not of .the same description as those in the 
British Colonies, whose officers are^ppointed at 
Ikome, and act under the direction of the Com- 
missioners of the Customs in London ; but one, 
whose officers are appointed by the local autho-, 
rities at Sierra Leone. For some time past, these 
gentlemen have taken upon themselves, to seize 
rariouB vessehy both British and^foreign, that 
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caui^ to that port, for alledged infractions of 
the Navigation Laws ; according to which, no 
foreign vessels are allowed to trade with British 
Colonies, and all goods imported in British ves- 
sels, except Madeira and Teneriffe wine, mnst 
have been actually landed and shijpped in Great 
Britain. 

The application of the Colonial system to 
Sierra Leone, without due notice of any such 
change being intended, and the condemnation 
of several vessels and cargoes, seized by the 
Custom-House officers there, without any known 
sanction If om the Government at home, occa- 
sioned various memorials to the Treasury, fi-om 
the parties who$e property had been thus con- 
fiscated, 

■ 
* • . * 

One of them is from the owners of the bri^ 
Margaret, of Livi6rpool, stating that this vessel 
arrived at Sierra Leone, having on board, among 
other things,seven trunksof India goods, and some 
wine, shipped at Madeira, by Mr, J. H. Edwards^ 
ahd consigned to Mr.Macmillan,as agent at Sierri 
Leone, for a mercantile house in London, inti- 
mately connected with the African Itistitaiion'; 
— that thesegoods €ftHie to a v^*y advantageous 
.market; and the captain was very strongly uiged 
to landlhem immediately, which he promised 
to do^-^that the collector at Sierra Leoae th:e,xs. 
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admitted the vessel to au entry ; aad after tbes« 
goods were landed, seized the vessel and the 
rest of the cai^go, which were condemned, be- 
cause sonie of the goods on board had been 
brought from {loUand, without having beea 
landed and resliipped in Great Britain ; this 
formality not having been thought necessary by 
the Custom-House officers at Liverpool, where 
the vessel had been regularly entered and cleared , 
with the Dutch goods on board, 

Several other memorials,, complaining of the 
hardship and injustice of the Sierra Leone con- 
denmations, were laid before the Treasury ; and 
the Gentlemen in that settlement, who had ap*- 
portioned the spoil among themi might naturally 
feel apprehensive, lest they should be called upon 
to make restitution. In this dilemma, the best 
eacpedient their friends here could adopt for their 
security, appeftrs to have been, to obtain some 
{uropf or document, whichwouldserve as evidence, 
that Sierra Leooe haiibeen recognized by theLe- 
gtslature as a Britisli Colony, within the meaning 
jDf the Navigation Xaws ; and such a recognition 
was provided accordingly^ ixx tbe preamble to the 
VJL&icaa. Goods BUJ,* :■ . , 

■';^ The preceding nairative shewd, that there are 



"^aimtiimM, lure been refenred b^ tkieW^ ot ^bATt«»a«qr to 
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wheels widiin wheels in the machinery of the 
African Institution, as may be farther illustrated 
by the history of another measure, on the success 
of which the Directors congratulated the public, 
and took great credit to themselves.* 

In the year 1812, a Director of the Afiicau 
Institution applied to the officers of his Majesty a 
Customs at London, for a British register for the 
ship Merced, condemned in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court at Sielra Leone, as good and lawful prize, 
for a bread) of the laws passed for the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade, which was refused ; British 
registers being granted to yessels condemned a^ 
prize of war, but not to those condemned for 
trading contrary to law. In order to get over 
this difficulty, a new certificate of condemnation 
was obtained, from the Judge of the Court of 
Vice-Admiralty at Sierra Leone, retaining the 

the law effit;er«of the CroU'n; who, considering them as a ela^ of 
cases calling for the serioiis qonsideration of His. Majesty's 
GoYernment, and the niemprialists as having strong claims to 
relief, recommended a reference to the Commissioners of the 
Customs, and other bepartmeuts of GoYernmbpt, in order to 
ascertain, wheUier the officers at Sierra Leone had acted under 
their aitihoHty, in corideihning these vessels: and cargoes ; and 
litftlMr reobmmMded, that \4rhile the materials were colleotitag, 
irihich would enable thcdr: lordships to fbno their doterminatio*, 
jqpon a iafk knowledge of alj the circumstances of the case, thejr 
should. Sjend directions to Sierra Leone, prohibiting the division 
4if the proceeds of any of the sales. 
^ Ei^th Report of African Institution, p. 18. 
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words condemned as good and lawful prize W 
His Majesty, but omitting that part of the sen- 
tence which related to her having been seized 
for carrying on the Slave Trade ; and, with this 
certificate, he renewed his application. The 
Custom-House officers, however, recollecting the 
circumstances of the case, still reftised to grant 
the vessel a British register. An application wm 
Aen made to the Privy Council, who declined 
interfef ing in a point, on which it was the proper 
province of a Court of Law to decide. He then 
moved for a mandamus in the Court of King's 
Bench, and the following is a summaiy of the 
case, as it stands in the Reports for Easter Term 
1813, under the title of the Ring against the 
Collector and Comptroller of the Custpms of 
London : 

*' This came on upon a rule nisi, obtained last Term, 
for a mandamus to the Collector and Comptroller of the 
Customs, commanding them to register the ship Merced, 
and to grant a certificate of such registcy, pursuant to the 
statute 26th Geo. S. cap. 60. The document upon which, 
the question turned, was a certificate from the Judge of the 
Vice- Admiralty Court at Sierra Leo^e, stating that it ap- 
peared by the records of the said Court, that the ship 
JVIerced w$is condemned in the said Court as good and 
Jawful prize to our Sovei^eign lipnt the King, ai^d seijiEed 
•and taken by His Majesty's ganison at Senegal. In 
answer to whicfr, the decretal part of this sentence was 
set forth ; which stated that the said ship, was, at the time 
of the seizure on th^e high ^esa, illegally equippe4 sp4 
re£tted, being iitted out, toaiiDed, ^d cm^lo^^) for th^ 
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JHTOsecuting and carrying on the Slave Trade, and was 
therefore adjudged and condemned as good and lawful 
prize. The Judges gave their opinions seriatim. Lord 
Eilenborough said, ^ If the trading for slaves be an offence 
against the law of nations, it does not therefore follow that 
it is an offence that would make the vessel subject to hostile 
capture. It would not of itself convert the trader into an ' 
^nemy- The authority given by the statute to regbtef 
ships taken and condemned, extends only to ships takeil 
and condemned as lawful prize. I have no conception, at 
present, that the statute meant to include any other than 
prize of war.* Mr. Justice Grose : * The words, con*- 
demned as lawful prize, apply only to vessels taken jure 
belli ; and not, as in this case, to a vessel conjdemned for 
violating the provisions of an Act of Parliament.' Mr. 
Justice Le ]Blanc :. * The Act says, that no ship or vessel, 
foreign built, except such as have been, or shall hereafter 
be taken by any of His Majesty's ships of war, and 
condemned as lawful prize, shall be entitled to the privi- 
leges of a British ship. Jt appears that this ship was 
^en as being employed in carrying pn the African Slave 
Trade, and condemned on that account. Qut it is said, by 
the certificate of condemnation it appears that she was 
condemned as lawful prize, and that is sufficient. But if 
the Court see that she was copdepmpd for a breach of ^e 
revenue laws, they will not give such a conclusive effect to 
the certificate, as to shut out from their view die real caiUie 
of her condemnation. This ship, therefore^is cleariy not 
brought within the exception of the Rc^try Act, apd.w^ 
should be doing injustice in compelling the Commisaipne^ 
to grapt tb^ Registry .* — Rule disfAarged.^^ 

This decision was a grievous disappointment 
Pf> t^e speculative gentlemen at Sierra Leone^ 
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and their equally speculative mercsmtile friends 
in Loud on . C<Hidemnatioas of Spanish and Por-» 
tuguese vesBels were continually taking place, in 
the Court of Vice-Admiralty at Sierra Leone; 
tfie prizes sold for a mere trifle, as there was 
little or no competition with the few houses 
established in that Settlement; (the harvest 
truly was great, but the labourers were few;) 
opportunities frequently offered of loading them 
for Europe, with African produce; at advan* 
tageous freights; their former crews might be 
procured to navigate them, on reasonable, or 
indeed any terms, rather than remain on that 
unhealthy coast ; and a vessel purchased there 
Ibr a few hundred pounds, would sell at London 
tow thousands, if entitled to the privileges of 
British registry. 

* . . 

Stidh a source of emolument was not to h^ 
telinquished, if to be sedUred by any possible 
effort ; and a new effort to secure it, was happily 
devised and executed. A Bill was brought into 
Parliament, carried through both Houses by 
Hie loflueDce of the African Institution,* and 
pmi^ed into a Law <pfn the. 27.th of May, 1814, 
€£btif(tiiifg vessels condemned for any infractiofa 
of the Aboliticm !Laws, to ^11 the privileges of 
British registry. TTbe ostensible dfbject of this 
Bill, .was to give graatjer encouragement to the 
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captoffi of yesBels employed ia carrying on the 
Slave Trade ;* whilst the secret object, the sprbg 
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* *' With respect to the head-money paid on condemnation lu 
'* a Prize Court, we may observe that the statute does not provide 
** for its repayment, even if upon appeal the judgment should be 
*' reversed ; so that if a. slave ship is condemned in a Covrt of 
** Admiralty, however erroneously, the captors share the money 
** immediately, and retain' it, although the sentence shoul4 t)e 
*• reversed at the Cock-pit, and the ship restored." (Edivhnt^h 
Sitiew, No. 32, page 439.) Snoh was the spirit in which tko 
Slave Trade Felony Act wa.s framed, and such the comments with 
vhich it was announced to the public ! Was not this giving suffi- 
cient encouragement to the captors of vessels employed in cafry- 
ing on tba Slave Trade ; and what other result coiild be expected 
from this promulgation of the Act, coupled with the iustmctioils 
neat out by the African Institution, than that which actually took 
place,— ^captures and condemnations that were disgracefnl to tbo 
justice of the country, and for which a large peenniarjr oonpeA-^ 
sation was ultimately made? The African Institution, howler, 
instead of manifesting any sig^ of contrition, for the loss th&y 
have brought upon the public, seem disposed to add to it ; for in 
tiiair 9th Report they observe, ** that in some cases the captors have 
^ been loaded with the eosts of suit; and if these ofiicers shoukl 
*' have been found to have acted consistently with their general 
^ instructioQS, and to have proceeded on that interpretation of the 
** Treaty in question, which was held by the inferior Courts to be 
^' the true aiyd fair constmction, the Directors trust thait they n^l 
^i not be left subject to heavy pecuniary losses, for having exerted 
^* themselves with exemplary zeal and perseverance in an Insaiu- 
^' brious climate ; to carry lilto effect what iH&y coileeited to %e 
^ the wishes of thair Government, and tbdr own laipffricNii datf . 
^ Such a case as this, constiiutss a' claim, not iperely on this 
*' liberality, but on the justice of the public.*' (AtntA Report, p, 
/ 34.) If these o0cers had vttendei to the inslrtictlons ttid whA^ 
ef their Government, they would not lu^ve been loaded with oost« 
•f suit If, on the coatrpry, thty attwrfed to tbeiMilruotkNis nm^ 
wishes of tlia Alcloan Institution, they nay perhaps have a efadm 
0n their liberality mA j«stics» boi nont whaisvcif on ttra ^^Via^ 
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-that set the whole machine in motion^ was .the 
emolument of some of the members of the 
African Institution, and their friends at Sierra 
Leone, who had speculated in those vessels. 



Thus it appears, thatmeasures brought forward 
and supported by the weight of the whole body, 
with the view of promoting the great cause in 
which they are Engaged, are so framed and di- 
rected by individual members of that body, as 
to be made subservient to their own particular 
interests; the ostensible motive of public good, 
is used as a cover for the real object of private 
gain ; and the well meaning many, are made the 
dupes of the designing few. 

In the same spirit, an application was made 
to the Lords of the Treasury, to place the Go- 
vernment estates at Berbice, under the care 
and management of some of the Directors of the 
African Institution, for the alledged puirpose of 
ameliorating the situation, and promoting the 
religious and moral instruction of the Negroes ; 
which was imm^dia-tely complied with. How 
far these objects have been attained, the public 
are not yet inforpoied ; but the following facts win 
throw some light upon the ma*its of their super- 

■! I I I. 11 I I I I ■ ^ 

iwho kaiTe beak taxed aliiflUxeiitlj for their having followed these 
.blind fniideSy in the compensation paid to Poctogal, and that which 
inallj)rohtbilitymiisthor«aftflrbapNdto.A>w« . 
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kitendance. Notwithstanding the hite high price 
of West Indian produce^ these estates have not 
produced one single shilling of revenue to the 
Exchequer ; and have been actually subject to a 
prosecution by the local authorities, for not 
raising the quantity of provisions for the main- 
tenance of the Negroes, required by the laws 
and regulations of the Colony. One object, 
however, which some gentlemen had no doubt 
ill contemplation, when this grant was solicited, 
has been completely attained; the produce of 
these estates has come to their consignment, 
and added to their conunercial emoluments. 

Additional proofs might be given, by the his- 
tory of other applications made to his Majesty's 
Ministers, that nothing escapes the vigilant pe- 
netration of certain Directors of the African 
Institution ; and that some plausible reason is 
never wanting on their part, to reconmiend th^ 
transfer of any thing lucrative into their own 
pious hands. 



Their most gigantic grasp at power and profit^ 
however, was their endeavour to obtain the 
government of all the forts and settlements on 
the coast of Africa, explained in Mr. Zachary 
Macaulay's letter to Governor Ludlam^ dated 
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Fehmwty 26tfi, 1807.* In furtherance of thi* 
project, the African Commii^sioners, being three 
Governors of Sierra Leone, erf whom Mr. Lud- ' 
lam was one, and who were recommended to 
llieir appointments by the African Institution, 
concluded their Report, by su^esting an ahera* 
tion in the home direction of these settlements, 
in the following words. " Whilst the great 
^ business of the Gold Coast was the Slave 
•* Trade, the choice of the Committee, by the 
three ports from which it was principally 
carried on, (Liverpool, Bristol, and London,) 
" might be very suitable ; but now that a total 
** chaUj^e has taken place in the trade of that 
** coast, some change also might with propriety 
••be made in the direction of its concerns. 
•* London, Liverpool, and Bristol, might be li- 

* mited to a small number ; and tfie deficiency be 
** suppKed by other gentlemen, whose long and 

* public hostility to the Slave Trade had clearly 
•• proYed thecr sincere desire to ameliorate the 
" state of Africa." 

In consequence of tfhis Report, the Africaiu 
Company were put upon their defence, and 
called fm by the Lords of the Treasury to shew 
cause why their jK)wers should not be abn> 
gated. . They jpresenf ed a memorial in their 
vindication, with which their Lwdships appear 

*Dr. TAwp^'s Letter toMr.^Vl\>«ictoT^%, V-^^- 
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to have been picrfectly satisfied, aa they took no 
steps to remove the gov^VBrnent of the ferts 
and settlements, from under tbeip management 
Notvrithstanding th-k repulse, the African Insti- 
tution, last Spring, opposed the annual grant for 
the expence ' of maintaining those forts ; and 
declared .their intention ta move for a Com- 
mittee, next Session, for the purpose of inquiring 
into the conduct of the African Company. 

The Honourable Member, vrho gave notice of 
this motion, as well as Mr. Zachary Macaulay, 
in his letter to Lord Castlereagh of the 8lh of 
May, 1 807,* stated that these forts were built 
for the purpose of protecting the Slave Trade, 
and ought to be taken out of the hands of men, 
whom he chose to assume were friendly to that 
traffic. These assertions are specious, and would 
be well calculated to promote the object they 
have in view, were they founded in feet; but 
this does not happen to be the case. Postle- 
thwaite, in his Dictionary of Commerce, men- 
tions that these forts were built in the 30(h 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, or the 
year 1587. The same author informs us, that "in 
♦* the reign of King Edward the. eth, (which 
•* lasted from the year 1547 to the yeai* 1553,) 
** some London merchants fitted out the first 
" ships that ever sailed from England for the 

♦ Letter to the Duke of Gloucester, A^^eu^iA-x., ^,^\. 
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^f coast of Quinca, from which port tliey c6n- 
V tinued to trade there, for gold dus^t/ elephants* 
" teeth, and Mallagoetta pepper." Our own 
history tells, us, that the first British' settlers 
HX the West Indies arrived there in the year 
1623, or 1624, and that Jamaica was not cap- 
tured till 1655. So that the trade between Great 
Britain and Africa had been opened and carried 
on more than seventy years, before Great Britain 
had any possessions in the West Indies ; and con- 
sequently, before those concerned in it, could have 
any idea of trafficking in slaves : and the forts on 
the Gold Coast, so far from being, to use Mr. 
Macaulay's words, " originally constructed for 
*^ the encouragement and protection of the 
" Slave Trade,** were built between forty and 
fifty years before that trade had any existence. 

It is true, that when Great Britain became 
possessed of West India Colonies, and opened a 
Slave Trade, that trade, while sanctioned by law, 
was protected, in common with all other trade, 
by the forts in question. But does it follow, that 
these forts may not now be usefully applied to 
protect that trade, for the support and extension 
of which they were originally constructed ; and 
to promote the civilization and improvement of 
Africa? Or do the African Institution set up 
siich a monopoly of humanity and philanthropy^ 
as to pretend that they are the only persons who 
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hav^ those objcctiS sincerely at heart, and to whom 
the interests of Africa can safely be confided ? 

If proper inquiries arc instituted, it may 
be found, that the African Company, without 
making any pretensions, have really done what 
the African Institution, with all their pretensions, 
have failed in doing — promoted the civilization 
and industry of Africa;— that they possess that 
local knowledge which the African Institution 
want, several of the Directors having filled the 
situations of Governors of the different forts on 
the coast;— that they have offered suggestions 
to Government for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, which have been adopted, and of which 
the African Institution have taken the credit to 
themselves; and the public accounts will prove, 
that they maintain eight or nine settlements, at 
much less expence than Sierra Leone alone costs 
the country. 

The African Company annually send from home, 
the supplies necessary for the different settle- 
ments under their management ; and by laying 
in judicious assortments of goods purchased for 
ready money, and chartering vessels to take them 
out at a very low rate of freight, they make a- 
considerable profit for the public on their in- 
vestments; and yet supply their oflficers and ser- 
vants on much more reasonable terms, than they 
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eould procure the same articles tbrough any other 
channel. At Sierra Leone, supplies are bought 
on the spot, generally of persons connected 
with the African Institution, who, it is said, well 
know how to regulate their shipments, so as to 
meet the necessary demands of the settlement ;• 
and are paid for at a high rate in Government 
bills, which are usually sold at a very heavy dis- 
count A comparison of the prices paid by Go- 
vernment at Sierra Leone, with those charged 
by the African Company for the same articles, 
would shew that a great annual saving of the 
public money might be made, by introducing the 
tlyitem of the African Company at Sierra Leone* 

The result, therefore, of an impartial investi- 
gation of the whole subject, would probably be, 
not to dispossess the African Company of the 
direction of the settlements on the Gold Coast, 
but to place Sierra Leone also under their ma- 
nagement. 



♦ Preface to 3d edition of Dr. Tborpe*s Letter to Mr. Wilber- 
ibrce, p. 56. — *' After Mr.Macaulay, by applications at the publie 
'* departments, has positive information of the men of war that 
'^are to go to Sierra Leone, and how long they are to remain, he 
** then makes his calculations about provisions and agency ; and 
^ so happily does he adjust these matters, that when His Ma« 
^ jesty's ship Crocodils sailed for Sierra Leone, he dispatched a 
** ship, at the same time, full of stores and provisions for her sup- 
*' ply, which it would have been unfriendly in her Commander 
^ to kaT« carried oat in the Crocodile." 
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' The practice of claiming that merit to them- 
selves which belongs to others, is perfectly 
familiar to the African Institution. They claimed 
i^he merit of the Slave Trade Felony Bill, which 
the Edinburgh Review afterwards proved to have 
originated with Mr. Brougham. They asserted^ 
tliat the Resolution of their Board of Directors, • 
held the 1st of August, 1814, in consequence of 
information that attempts were making, in Lon- 
don, to obtain subscriptions to policies of in* 
surance on French ships bound from Africa to 
the West Indies, had been posted iii Lloyd'f 
Coffee-House J* when the fact is, that no such 
notice was ever posted in Lloyd's, or sent to 
Lloyd's, by the African Institution ; but that the 
Conitnittee for managing the affairs of that 
House^ early in August, 1814, in consequence of 
the equipment of vessels for the Slave Trade in 
the ports of France, directed copies of the 7th 
section of the 46th Geo. 3. and the 2d section 
of the dlst Geo. 3. to be put on the board in 
the Subscribers' Room, in order that every Under- 
writer might be fully aware of the penalties to 
which he would expose himself, by insuring 
foreign vessels employed in the Slave Trade. 



It has ever been a primary object, with some 
members of thd African Institution, to keep up 

• Report Vni. paffe 40. 
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that odium -which they have excited agahwt the 
We»t Indians; by charging them, from time to 
time, with acts of cruelty and oppression, or with 
attempts to violate the laws passed for the Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade, These charges, as far 
as they make any impression upon the public 
mind, not only facilitate the execution of their 
plans, by rendering their opponents unpopular^ 
but e5i;cite a stronger sense of the value of their 
own exertions, in checking and counteracting 
9uch malpractices. Opportunities for venting 
the usual philippics against them, were found 
last Session, on bringing in a Bill to prohibit 
British subjects, and persons resident in the 
British dominions, from lending capital, or doing 
other 5ict8, ta assist the carrying on the Slave 
Trade to colonies belonging to foreign states ; 
on a motion for an inquiry into the conduct of 
Govjernor Ainslie ; and on the motion of Mr, 
Wilberforce, for leave to bring in a Bill for more 
effectually preventing the unlawful importation 
of slaves. 

The first of these Bills, though supported by 
no proofs, that the practice which it was intended 
to prevent existed at all, or that if it did, the 
laws already in force were insufficient to punish 
it, was carried through the House of Commons 
by a very large majority; bnt was opposed in 
the House of Lords, with great force and ability,, 
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by Lord Westmoreland, the Lord Chancellor, 
and Lord Ellenborough. The latter, in his ener- 
getic language, is reported to hayfe remarked on 
the " savage character of the Bill. A man who 
had negroes in Jamaica and St. Thomas's, and 
who transferred one of them froni one island 
to another, would be liable to be transported. 
The Bill was an emanation of that fanatical 
irregularity of mind,*\vhich would render that 
excellent measure, the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, odious in the West Indies. When such 
a sweeping measure of legislation was proposed 
against any act \yhich might keep alive th^ 
Slave Trade, it might not be improper to 
provide against abuses in the charter of the 
Sierra Leone Company which had been ru- 
moured to exist."* At the conclusion of this 
debate, a division took place, and the Bill was 
thrown out. 

The motion respecting the conduct of Gover- 
nor Ainslie, which was considered as an inter- 
ference with the Executive Government of tlie 
country, was withdrawn. No ijnputation arising 
out of the case of that officer, could attach 
upon the West India character ; for he had too 
recently arrived from Europe, to be corrupted 
by the contagion of West India example ; and 
the resolutions of the House of Assembly of 
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jGrenada, as detailed in the printed papers laid 
before the House of Commons, shew that Euro- 
peans sometimes set examples of violence ar^d 
abuse of power, which excite the concern, re- 
gret, and indignation, of the inhabitants of the 
West Indies. 

Three men, named Cooke, Brodie, and Duii'- 
bar, 4iad been seized in the Rio Pongus, not 
within the British territory, by an expedition 
fitted out at Sierra Leone ; carried to that settle- 
ment, tried by the Court there on a charge of 
trading in slaves, convicted, sentenced to four- 
teen years' transportation, and sent home in order 
that the sentence might be carried into execu- 
tion. An application being n^ade to the Privy 
Council in' their favour, their case was referred 
to the law officers of the Crown; and on their 
opinion that the conviction was illegal, the Privy 
Council ordered them to be discharged. This 
censure upon what the Directors of the African 
Institution had represented as a meritorious 
footing out of the slave traders in the Rio 
Pongus,* gave them such offence, that they 
called Ministers to account for their conduct 
in the House of Commons; but the Soli- 
citor-General so completely justified the opinioti 
he had given, that they foui:^d it prudent to l^t 
the subject dfop. 

• Report V1ILv«^ 
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lu'one of their Reports, speaking of the sen- 
tences of the Court of Vice-Admiralty at Sierra 
Leone, the Directors state, " that not a single 
" appeal from them had been hitherto prose- 
cuted in the superior Courts of Prize in this 
country,"* What will they now say, when the- 
sentences against Cooke, Brodie, and Dunbar^ 
have been reversed by the Privy Council, and 
these men are seeking redress of Government 
for their losses and sufferings; when the con- 
demnations of the Portuguese vessels and car- 
goes have been reversed in the lump, by the 
convention on the part of the British Govern- 
ment to pay £300,000 in satisfaction for them; 
and when of the few Spanish appeals that have 
been tried, more sentences have been reversed 
than affirmed? 

What v/ill they say, too, Avhen various mc- 
inorials to Government have stated, that from k 
combination of circumstances peculiar to Sierra 
Leone, it is almost impossible to serve moni- 
tions upon the officers at that place ; the only 
process by which they can be compelled to 
luring the proceedings of their Court of Yice- - 
Admiralty, and the proceeds of the sales of 
property condemned, into the High Court 6£ 
Admiralty in Great Britain ; and when, to pre- 
vent the continuance of this evasion of justice, 

• Report y, p. 2, 3* 
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the King's Advocate, in various cases laid before 
him, has recommended that the proceeds shoidd 
be retained, by special order from His Majesty's 
Government? This prudential measure was 
loudly called for by other considerations; for 
when restitution has been ordered on appeal, 
the proceeds have not always been forthcoming, 
from the parties by whom they had been re- 
ceived. Some step, therefore, was absolutely 
necessary, to put an end to the abuses and mal- 
practices going on at Sierra Leone, 

From the foregoing recitals it appears, that 
the African Institution have greatly disappointed 
the high expectations they had raised; and 
Dr. Thorpe's attack upon them, however con- 
temptuously they may treat it, has given a rude 
shock to their popularity. Having failed in the 
performance of the promises they had held out 
to the public, of the vast benefits that would be 
diffused throughout Africa by their exertions, 
8on)e other magnificent project was necessary, 
again to dazzle the minds of the vulgar, and 
obliterate the remembrance of their past mis^ 
carriages. Accordingly, just before the close of 
the last Session of Parliament, such a prefect was 
^ announced by Mr. Wilberforce, in his motion 
for leave to bring in a Bill, for more effectually 
preventing the unlawful importation of slaves, 
Bnd the holding free persons in slavery, ii; 
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the British Colonies., The minds of the Mem- 
bers had been previously prepared for this 
motion, by a pamphlet written by Mr. Steplien, 
and adopted by the Committee of the African 
Institution as their Report. The object of this 
Bill is, to enforce the registry of all the slaves 
in every British Colony, by an act of the 
British Legislature, and explained in the Report 
to be intended as a preparatory step to their 
ultimate emancipation. 

The arguments in favour of this measure, arc 
more fully stated in, and consequently will be 
better understood and considered by referring 
to the Report, than to the speech of . Mr. 
Wilberforce; and the step the Legislature is 
BOW called upon to take, is pregnant with such 
important consequences, as imperiously demand 
the most grave and serious attention. 



In the outset of this Report, the Committee 
declare, that " all have professed to regard Co- 
" lonial Slavery as an evil which we were bound 
" to terminate, as a reproach which we wete 
" called on to wipe off; that the advocates of 
^* a gradual Abolition, and the few who re- 
^* fused even to prescribe any term to the Slave 
" Trade, profess themselves to be as earfciest ip 
^' their desire to reform, by s^ll safe \sv^'«\>s»^ "»^ 
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<^ ultimately to abolish the slavery in our Colo 
' ** nies, as Mr. Wilberforce himself."* The Re- 
port asks, '^ what are the means then that can 
" be devised for the attainment of a reforma- 
" tion, so dear to the wishes and so necessary tp 
** the honour of our country ? They can be only 
*^ of two general kinds ; compulsory or per- 
" suasive. Regarding the end as one whicl^ 
" Parliament is bound in some way to attain, it 
must either be accomplished by direct legisl^r 
tion, accompanied with coercive sanctions, or 
" by such Parliamentary measures as may incline 
" those who have the power of meliorating the 
" lot of the slaves, to engage willingly in thajfc 
^ beneficent work."'}' In a subsequent passage 
the Report states, ♦* It is absolutely necessary, 
f* unless negro slavery is to be eternal, that 
" those who legislate for the British West Indies^ 
should soon come to a right conclusion on this 
intportant point; to which end no more is 
wanting, than that they should not take their 
^^ opinion from the foolish prejudices and noisy 
** clamours of a small self-interested minority, 
^« but from the clear voice of reason and expe- 
>• rience:" Thus the determination of the African 
Institution is most. unequivocally declared, that 
|f the West India Planters will not themstelvcft 

^ ReaAons for establishing a Rej^try of SUyet i^ the Wei^ 
India Colonics, pajjpe 4, St. 
flbid. ' 
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enfranchise their slaves, Parliament shall do it 
for them, 

• 
This distinct avowal, not only that Emanci- 
pation is the present object, but that it was the 
original object of the Abolitionists, excited no 
small surprise among those who recollect their 
declarations dn that point, when the Abolition 
was under discussion. In those days, Mr. Wij- 
Jberforce most solemnly disclaimed any idea of 
meditating the Emancipation of the Slaves; and 
Mr. Stephen, who now declares it ever to have 
been the intention of all the Abolitionists, and of 
Mr. Wilberforce in particular, is the very man 
by whom, on a recent occasion, that disclaimer 
was re-as^jerted, both for Mr. Wilberforce and 
l)imself. This fact will appear, by the following; 
extract of a letter from him to Mr. Smith, late 
Chief Justjce of Trinidad, dated Great Ormond 
Street, January J5th, 1813; and printed by the 
gentleman to whom it was addressed, in aij 
Appendix tp one of his Memorials to the Privy 
Council. 

^^ Those preconceptions with which Mr. Marryat coi^ 
fesses he met the conversation in question, noust, I presumCj 
have warped his apprehension of every thing I uttered ; 
for he says, that he was before aware that I, like Mr. 
WilberforcjB, designed the emancipation of the slaves. 
Thb renewal of a stale ai|d idle charge against Mr* 
yt^ilberforce; seems as much out of tuKite^ ^ o^ ^'l ^^^^r 
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It was long the watch-word of the Colonial partj^ in dieir 
clamours for the continuation of the Slave Trade; and 
perhaps Mr. Marryat, when writing to his constituents, 
had not fully reconciled himself to die Abolition ; but I 
cannot do him the wrong to forget the honourably candid 
testimony he has since borne, in his place in the House of 
Commons, not only to the wisdom, justice, and humanity 
of that measure, but to the merits of Mr. ^ilberforce in 
promoting it. I am a litde surprised, therefore, that in 
now printing this letter for the perusal of the . Privy 
Council, he should have omitted to expunge the passage 
in question, as far as related to that gentleman. But I am 
not surprised, nor indeed much concerned, that if he should 
believe Mr. Wilherforce capable of entertaining a purpose 
which be has publicly disclaimed, he should form the same 
judgment of me." 

Tlie letter which led to these comments, was 
printed in a preceding memorial ; and the pas- 
sage at length, of which. Mr. Stephen has quoted 
the substance/ runs thus: 

" My conversation with Mr. Stephen confirmed, what 
indeed I was before aware of, that he, like his brother-in- 
law Mr- Wilberforce, was a warm advocate for the eman- 
cipation of the slaves; and desirous of giving political 
privileges to the free people of colour, as a stepping stone 
to the accomplishment of his favourite object." 

Mr. Stephen was probably aware, that this or 
some other denial of his meditating the £mau^ 
cipation of the Slaves would be brought forward 
against him; and therefore has attempted t6 
ward it off in the following paragraph ; 
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** Accused by their opponents of meditating a gefkefil 
emancipation/they denied the charge. But it was denied 
only in the insidious meaning of the imputation iiaeli. 

. They did not aim at an emancipation to be effected bj 
insurrection in the West Indies^ or to be ordained preci- 
pitately by positive law: but they never deniecf^ and 
scrupled not to avow, that they did lopk forward to a 
future extinction of slavery in the colonies, to be accom- 
plished by the same happy means which formerly put an 
end to it in England ; namely, by a benign, though 
insensible revolution in opinions and manners, ^by the 
encouragement of particular manumissions, and the pro- 
gressive melioration of the condition of thq* slaves, till it 

. should slide insensibly into general freedom. They looked, 
in short, to an emancipation, of which not the slaves, but 
"die nuisters, should be the willing instruments or authors. 



"♦ 



Nothing in the letter of which Mr. Stephen 
xrom plained, accused him, or Mr. Wiiberforce, of 
meditating an Emancipation, to be effected at 
any particular time, or by any particular means. 
The charge was a general one, of having that 
object in view. The denial was equally general, 
without any reserve or qualification whatever; 
and the attempt now made, to explain away or 
evade it, well deserves that character of insidi- 
ousness, which he unjustly ascribes to the im- 
putation. 

From the conduct of the African Institution 
cfn this subject, it appears that, instead of can- 

« Reasons for Registry, p. 8. 
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didly and fairly avbwing the whole of their pro* 
jects, they bring forward, from time to time, just 
so much of them, as they believe the public iiiind 
is prepared to go along with them in adopting; 
or, to use the words of their brother Director, in 
his character of Reviewer, " they have wisely 
" avoided a contention with more prejudices and 
" interests, than it was absolutely necessary to 
" encounter at once."* On this system th# 
learned Gentleman passes the following warm 
eulogium. " They have indeed, from the be- 
** ginning proved themselves worthy of conduct- 
" ing so great a cause, by their patience and mo- 
" deration ; and if there is any quality of whidi 
" they hold out to all. reformers a pre-eminently 
** bright example, it is that skilful temperance 
*^ in securing their object by caution and delay> 
'* if possible still more admirable, and certainly 
" less to be expected, than the unconquerable 
*• perseverance with which that object has been 
*' pursued.'*! Nothing can account for thi» 
|iigh panegyric passed by the Reviewer on dis- 
simulation, and for his total forgetfulness of the 
motto which he professes to take for his guides 
(Judex damnatur cum nocens absolvitw\) but his 
judgment being blinded, by the unfortunate 
circumstance, of his being in this case, what no 
man ought to be in any oase, both judge and 
party. 

• JEdinburgk ReYieW, N o. 36, p. 312. t Ibiti. 
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lin one of the debates upon the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, Mn Pitt declared, that " to think 
" of emancipating the Slaves would be little 
*' short of insanity-" The Director of the 
African Institution who reviews their Reports, 
not long ago echoed this sentiment'; and said, 
** no man is insane enough, in these times, to 
'* speak of emancipating the Slaves ;"* and it 
now remains for his critical ingenuity to shoWy 
in some future number, by what magic this mea- 
sure has so completely changed its nature, as 
not only to have become consistent with right 
reason, but to be imperiously called for, by every 
consideration of justice, policy, and humanity. ' 

The first section of the Report of the Com- 
mittee of the African Institution, treats of "the 
.** fatal effects of an illicit importation of Slave* 
** into the British Colonies ;" and endeavours to 
prove, that imless all hope of this resource be 
completely suppressed, " the breeding system 
" will not be decidedly adopted, and the op- 
" pressions which diminish population will not 
" be reformed." These positions are merely pre- 
liminary, and therefore require no comment. 



Even in this introductory chapter, however, 
the spirit that prevades this Report breaks out, 

* Edinburgh RctUw, No. 37, p. 134. 



96 

in the following description given of the cha- 
racter of the West India Planter. 

' " Besides, the hope of distant advantages^ and the 
cautious, calculating, patient views of the economist in the 
walks of European agriculture or commerce, have litde or 
no place in the ardent and adventurous mind of a West^ 
India Planter. He has staked bis capital or credit, and 
with it his health and his life perhaps, on a game over 
which chance has far more influence than prudence. It 
is a game, too, at which the chances are gready against 
him. Sugar planting is a lottery in which there are many 
blanks to a prize ; but then the prize is very splendid ; he 
may attain to great opulence, and in a^ very few years. 
This is the irresistible excitement by the effect of which 
men are drawn into the hazardous speculation of buying 
or settling sugar estates ; and when such dazzling objects 
are in view, and such risks incurred, slow-growing, and 
distant gains or hopes, can have litde to attract or deter. 

'^ The sugar planter, whether he buys or inherits his 
estate, possesses a property which is the sport of fortune, 
and has not therefore such inducements as other land- 
holders have, to make sacrifices for its future improvement* 
The best settled sugar plantation is exposed to such 
extreme vicissitudes, that the fruits of patient self-denial 
may be lost, or the waste of improvidence repaired in a' 
single season. 

*' Hence die peculiar rapidity lyith which such patri* 
mony is often spent ; and hence a strong temptation^ to 
neglect the suggestions of prudence in the case we are 
considering. Convinl^e the proprietor, if you can, that by 
/)Ianting ten acres less this year than before, and con-* 
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tequendy dimiDishing bis.consigiiinents by ten hdgshe«U 
of sugar in the next year, he may save three times th« 
value in the price of slaves to be purchased fifteen years 
hence: what then? / I shall lose/ he might truly reply^ 
' 250/. in my next year's income, which will oblige me to 
submit to the painful retrenchment of my present com* 
forts ; perhaps^ for instance, the laying doven my carriage : 
and, after allj^ the sacrifice may prove to have been either 
untteoessaty or firuitless. Hurricanes, epidemic diseases, 
droughts, 4>r other causes, may ruin my estate long before 
the period you mention ; or good crops and good markets 
may so enrich me within the same time, that the laying out 
even 1000/. in slaves will require no unpleasant sacrifice, 
and put me to no inconvenience. Either of these changes 
is far more probable than that matters should go on in 
such an equable course, with property of that precarious 
kind, as to secure to me die dittant benefit you pio* 
pose.' "* 

^ This description is equally invidious and un- 
just. The European Agriculturist is • liable to 
be affected, by the vicissitudes of seasons and 
the fluctuations of markets, as well as the West 
India Planter. Indeed, a greater revolution has 
taken place in the price of com, within these 
last two years, thati ever happened in the price 
of sugar, within the same period, since the 
West India Islands were $rst cultivated; but 
would it be just, from this circumstance, to cha-* 
racterize the British land-owners and timers, as 
speculative, adventurous, and desperate gamUej;!^ 

* Reasomte R^iistiy, p» 15—17. 
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'^ staking their all on a game, over which chance 
" has far more influence than prudence ?** 

One observatioi^ indeed, made on the situation 
of the West India Planter, is perfectly correct^ 
that " the chances are greatly against him ;" for 
so fax from possessing a monopoly of the home 
market, as the Report asserts in another places* 
whenever the price of sugar exceeds, what has 
been considered by the Legislature as giving the 
West India Planter a fair remuneration. East 
India sugar is admitted into British consumption 
at Colonial duties. He is precUicJed, therefore, 
from the benefit of a high price, though ttjc 
Q^tural- remedy for the failure of his crop, .but 
left to sujStain the loss arising from a low pric^ 
without any provision for his relief In a word, 
the law h^ fixed 9 maximuni, but no minimum, 
to the valae of his produce. 

Under these i^ircMmstances,/^ to attain to great 
:** opulence, and in a very few year$," is an abso- 
lute impossibility; nor can any such '^ irresistible 
" Cxcitemi^txt/' ^pter into the mind of any rational 
nmn.. The West India Planter is certainly liable 
to hurricanes,, ^pidepijc diseases, and droughts^ 
as tlie British farmer is to blights, mildews, the 
TOt, ^nd too JD.u^h.Pr too little rain ; but in men- 
tioning th^sc vimtations of Providence, to which 

* 'Aetwnt lur Aegiffiyi p. 34.. 
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all mankind are exposed, how uncharitabla is it 
to state them, as producing no other efiect on 
the mind of the West India Planter, than a des- 
perate extravagance, a resolution to squander his 
substance in selfish gratifications, with animpit>- 
yident disregard of his own future exigencies, 
or the feelings of natural affection towards his 
children? Yet such are the ffeatures in which 
his character is pourtrayed, in this Report of the 
Committee of the African Institution ! 



The second section of the Report attempts to 
the w, ^' that the Acts of Parliament already 
^ passed, are insufficient to prevent illicit fmpor- . 
** tation ;"' find in support of this assertion, it is 
stated, that *^ Slaves may be brought fh>m Africa 
^ under foreign and friendly flags, with plausible 
*^ foreign destinations, in such a course as to 
** sweep almost the very shores of our islands.'' 
It is necessary, however, to prove, not only that 
contraband importations of Slaves may, but that 
they actually do take place, in order to establish 
the necessity of legislative interference; and 
here the African Institution, instead of proving 
the fact, absolutely beg the question. They ob- 
serve that, in time of peace, " we shall probd^ly 
" not have one-fourth of the number vf ships of 
*^ war that has hitherto been stationed among 
" our islands. Beside^ the rii^tof visitaticoi and 
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^* search exists only while our flag is beltigerent/ 
^^The actual existence of Slave smuggling/ 
^^ therefore, since that period, would prove, a 
^* fortiori, its possibility in future. If such 
'^ smuggling has not hitherto been carried on, 
^* this by no means proves tliat we have now a- 
^ sufficient security against it in the laws already, 
'^'passedr"* They resort to such vague loose 
assertions as the following : " That Africas ne- 
*^ groes have been illicitly imported into some» if 
" not all our islands^ since the year 1 808, and ' 
'^ even since the offence was made felony, there 
^^ is abundant reason to conclude." These in- 
ferences, surmises, and conjectures, are offered^: 
instead of that ^^ public, notorious, and conclu'- 
" sive evidence," which, as another part of the 
Report states, ^'can never be wanting to prove a. 
'^ true case, and cannot be fabricated to support 
/^ a false one."t 

The Report states, that the Collector of tlie 
Customs at St. Croix advertised rewards, for the 
discovery of the importers of Slaves into that 
bland, on account of the extent and notoriety 
of the practice; but does not show that any 
such discoveries were made, or that any sucli 
reW^s were claimed; circumstances which 
would not have been kept back, could they have 
been proved. But if this practice had existed 

* ReMOii» for Regbtiy, p. 21. flbULp.^S. 
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among: Danish subjects^ disregardmg the pro- 
hibitions of a Governnoent imposed upoa them 
by the right of conquest, would this have been 
conclusive evidence, that British subjects were 
guilty of violating the laws of their own country? 
and if not, wliy is the anecdote introduced? 
Perhaps, after all, the Collector of St. Cvoix was 
spurred on by some zealous Abolitionist; and his 
advertisement dictated by that spirit of preven- 
jtive police, which frequently induces persons to 
give notice of mau-traps and spring-guns where 
they are never set, in order to prevent trespasses 
and depredations which AO we ever thonglit of 
comwitting. 

' - * • . « . 

V The Committee excuse themselves iVcHn pub- 
lishing communications, which they say, ''would 
^' suffice to remove all doubt of the existence of 
^' such offences, to some extent at least, if it were 
'^ not a necessary precaution to conceal th^ names 
" of individuals resident in, or connected with the 
f' West Indies, who send them, from hufnane 
'' motives, useful information. The tranwsission 
^^ of it might otherwise dangerously eocpose thq 
^^ authors to popular odium, or private . i^eseQth 
\* ment, in that country."* Thus tliey artfiiUy^ 
and unjustly, excite that popular odium, whicU 
they affect to deprecate, by describing, the inhar 
bitants of the West Indies as engaged in 4 

^ ^Msons for Resiatnii ¥«ft% ^K^ 
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general conspiracjr to violate tiie Abolitioii Lawa^ 
and ready to exercise dangerous resentment on 
Chose who expose their malpractices. 

* 

It appears, however, fh)m a subsequent pasan* 
grapht that this resentment is not at all tbrmida^ 
ble; for there nevertheless ** have been seizures^ 
*^ by officers of die Customs, of slaves unlawfuiiy 
'^ imported; and tnany cargoes of negroes from 
*^ Africa sei:^ at sea, have been condemnjed in 
^ the Prite Courts, several of which were rea- 
** sonably presumed to be British property. A 
** direct destination from Africa to a British 
*' porf^ of course did not appear, and could not 
^* well be suspected; but that many of the 
^* slaves were destined to be circuitously, and 
f < clandestinely brou^ t to our Colonies, cannot be 
<< reasdoaJbly doubted.'^ So that condemnations 
of ships employed in a Foreign Slave Trade, are 
brought in as proofs of a British Slave Trade; and 
because ^leir havii^g a direct British destination 
did not appear, and could not well be suspected^ 
therefore, (and therefor^only, fbr no other tittle of 
proof is 0lkrpdj) their having a circuitous British 
destinati^ cannot be reasonably doubted! Such 
is. the eyiiilence upon which a British lawyer, in 
a country where every man is presumed to be 
mnoeent until be has been prored to be guilty^ 
attempts to convict the inhabitants of the British 

i 
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Colonies of slave smuggling; and such miserable 
quibbling is adopted, as the . Report of a Comr 
mhtee of the Afidcan Institution. 

It is thefi stated, as a more decisive proof <^ 
the contraband importations of slaves into the 
British West India Islands, that ^^ there have 
'^ been numeit^us condemnations in the West 
" Indies of small vessels with each a few negroes 
^ on board, seized in the neighbourhood of our 
^ islands, and prosecuted^ under the Abolition 
** Acts,"* and reference is given to a list of 
thirty West India condemtiatioHs under those 
Acts, as returned to the House of Commons. 
As none of the particulars of these cases are 
given, the Ust of them proves nothing, unless to 
persons who, like the framers of this Report, see 
with such jaundiced eyes, that they can discover 
a British vessel in disguise bound to a B^-itish 
port, in every foreign vessel bound to a foreign 
port; and who believe with them, that " that 
^ which could not well be suspected, cafttinot be 
" reasonably doubted."f 

Supposing the slaves so seized aaa^ condemned, 
to have been, as t&ey are designated i« the bffi- 
dal retnms, Crtok siavei^ ol* slaves brought ftom 
foreign colonieis ^ ^t ^lirhii:iK the Repoi't; denies, 
as usual, by mere' assertibn, but- which cireum- 

♦ Reasons for Registry, p. m * > Ibid. ^.'JiS. 



104 

stances render extremely probable; then the 
whole natute of the case is changed, and all the 
conclusions of the reporter fall to the grouiid; 
llie evidence given before the Committee of 
the House of Assembly of Jamaica, distinctly 
proves this fuct, as to all tlie condemnations 
referred to that tool^ place in that Island. Out 
of the five cases in qu!e3tion, two were privateers; 
the Slaves o|i board pf which were condemned 
to His Majesty under the Abolition I^aws; . one 
was a privateer, the Slaves on board of which 
were restored to the owner who had been pluj> 
dered of them, on pa3rment pf salvage ; one z 
schooner condemned as belonging to British 
subjects engaged in illicit commerce with the 
enemy, (liot with, Africa,) and two negro seamen 
9n board her condemned agreeably to the Aboli^ 
tipn Lawa; and one ^ foreign schooner conv^ 
^emned on some informalities, not in importing, 
but in exporting, convicts sentenced to trans^ 
portation, and other slaves. The Report very 
properly pbserveSr " that it was the duty of the 
•* IjLeportjer (of the African Institution,) to have 
^investigated the facts with more accuracy^ 
'' before cbaiiging the inhabitants of this Island 
^' with felony, on grounds whidi he must have 
'' known ip be doubtful, and might have ascer-* 
•• tained to be felse.^ Indeed, he has no right, 
a( i9nce to rely on official documentSi and to 

•PSiP»lS,l4^ 
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impeach their authenticity. If th^y * arc not 
correct, they are no authority whatever; and if 
they arc, they contradict the argument which 
he means to establish. ' 

The communications the African InstitutioH 
have received respecting the illicit importation 
of slaves, are. stated to be made by gentlemen of 
respectability. But is it consistent with that 
character, to stab in the dark, to calumniate those 
whom they dare not openly accuse, and to shrink 
from bringing men to justice, whom they declare 
to have violated the laws of their countiy; a 
laudable duty, which may be performed with 
just as much safety in the West Indies as in 
Great Britain? No; -such is rather the conduct 
of the-seo^et spy and hireling informer, wretches 
who invent falsehoods to please their employers, 
and who are justly considered as the pests and 
outcasts of society, ^ 

Trinidad is then introduced as *^ a Colony in 
'^ which the copious actual introductioaof slaves, 
'^ hy contraband means, is not only reported on 
*^ good authority, but may be demonstrated from 
** public facts, officially attested, more conclu*' 
*V sively than by many convictions."* 

No instances being given of this ^ copiouf 

« ResMM Ibr lUgiitry, p, STr 
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^ actual introduction/' or even of any actual in< 
trodttction of slaves there, by contraband means, 
either on good or bad authority, that part of the 
assertion requires no answer. But it may truly 
be stated, that measures of extreme rigour have 
been practised in that island, under cover of the 
AboUtion Laws, in cases where up contraband 
introduction of slaves was intended. 

The discontents that have so long unhappily 
prevailed there, some time ago led to considerable 

. emigrations from thence to the Spanish Main; 
particularly among the small settlers. Some of 
these persons, on the breaking out of the civil 
war in the province of Venezuela, returned to 

^ Trinidad, with the slaves tl?ey had taken away 
from that island, who on their arrival there were 
i^nmediately seized. The unfortunate proprietera^ 
while residii^ on the Spanish Main, could hot 
be presumed to know the provisions df this 
Acts passed by the British Legislature; still less 

^ to imagine that by any of their Acts, the propC!f ty 
of wretched individuals, who sought an asyluin 
fi»m revolutionary horrors, under the protection 
of the British Government, would be cetnfts- 
cated. The ca^e of Mr. St. Laurent and' others, 
wliich excited the commiseratioa of every 
man to whom they were known, are probably 
thosie; which the ingenuity of tli€ learned gen- 
tleman^ who framed, thi? Repor|; for the African 
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Institutioii, has tortured into proofs of th6 con- 
traband importation of slaves into . the Island of 
Trinidad. 

When the independent party on the Spanish 
Main first proclaimed the liberty of the slaves, 
frequent emigrations took place from Trinidad ; 
and continued so to do, till they ibund that on 
their arrival there, though they were not obliged 
to work as slaves, they were obliged to serve as 
jioldiers. It makes something against the fa- 
vourite system of the African Institution, of 
promoting the happiness of the niegroes by en- 
listing them in the military service, that as soon 
as the Trinidad negroes discovered they had 
only this alternative, not another emigration took 
place from the colony ; all the negroes preferring 
to remain slaves in Trinidad, rather than be free^ 
and ftrve as soldiers, upon the Spanish Main. 
Whenever tranquillity is restored on the Spanish 
Main, emigration from Trinidad, and the other 
British West India Islands, may bie expected to 
recommence. The African Institution, there- 
fore, would render the British Planters, an essen* 
tial service, if they could prevail upon, the 
Spanish Government to establish a Registry in 
their possessions, and devise some plan, for pre* 
ventiog slaves belonging to British proprietoi^s 
from being fraudulently put upon their registers. 
But the establishment of a'tc^tx^ \fi^Xrv\^^2^% 
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for th^ pur[:K)sc of preventing free people npoii 
the Spanish Main, from emigrating into slavery 
in a British Colony, is a work of perfect su- 
pererogation ; and only serves to illustrate the 
truth of the observation made by a great moral 
Mrriter, '^ that when men begin to be enthusiastiCi 
" they cease to be reasonable." 



» • 



The " public facts officially attested,** so far 
from being more conclusive than many convic- 
tions, lead to no conclusion whatever; as a plain: 
statement of them will clearly demonsttafe^— ^ 
-While Trinidad was under the Government oi 
ISpain, a return of tb^ slaves, and other inhaU- 
tants, was annually made to the office of the 
Commissary of Population, by the commandants 
of the respective quarters, in order that the pro- 
gress made in the population of that new settle- 
ment might be regularly ascertained. Under 
the British Government, the saipe use of these 
returns, was no longer made, but the same 
system was still continued. The Report states 
that in 1811 the returns were 21,288; but 
that in 1813, after the order of the King iti 
Council estiiblishing a registry of slaves in thilt 
island had been carried into effect, and th^ 
registration completed, the returns amounted to 
25,717 ; from whence it infers that the difference 
between these numbers, and the excess of the 
deaths beyond^ t^e births, amounting to 14 ^et 
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eint p6r aniium more, must have been supplied 
by. contraband importation. A very few con* 
sideratibns will shew this inference to be totally- 
unfounded. 

In the first place, the very same circumstance 
occurred in the returns of the population of^ 
Great Britain. On comparing those made in 
1801, with thdse made in 1811, the difference 
will be found much greater than can possibly be 
owing to natural increase, in the interval between 
the two periods; but the fact is, that in the first 
instance the re turns, were extremely defective, 
and that in the Second they were enforced under 
stricter regulations, and consequently given in- 
with greater accuracy. 

The highways :in Trinidad are kept in repair 
by statute labour, and each Planter was obliged 
to furnish his quota of able negroes for this 
work^ in proportion to the number of his gang, 
as returned to the Commissary of Population. 
This system operated with great hafdahip on 
those Planters who had many children among 
their slaves, for no distinction was made between 
tbein and adults ; and as, under the British. 
Government, previous to the appearance of the; 
late Order in Council, no inquiries were made 
into the correctness of these returns, very few 
children were included in the return of 181 1. 
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It is alaa to be considered^ that the difierence 
between the two returna wis aug^mcnted hj 
another cause of a peculiar nature. Daring 
the early period of the British Governments 
the returns to the office of the Commissary 
of Population were enforced by no penalties; 
and Trinidad having been peopled, by opening 
it, under the Spanish cedula of 1788^ as a 
place of refuge for persons of ^11 d^crip^m^ 
many of the inhabitants had cogent reasont 
ibr not registering their slaves, which in fact 
were mortgaged, of otherwise : subject to the 
claims of their creditors in the islands from 
which they had emigrated. The Order in 
Council of the 8$th March, 1812, inflicted pkina 
and penalties on the proprietors, in default of 
their duly registering their ' slaves ; and even 
emancipated the slaves thiey neglected to re- 
gister in the books of the newly appointed 
officer. While the former system was in fbrce^ 
many of the slaves were kept back; but at 
soon as the latter was introduced, they were all 
brought forward. 

The framers of the Report were perfectly 
aware of this fact; for they state in another 
passage,-r-^ Already, the registry at Trinidad 
^'has been found, in this respect, to produce 
'^. a very salutary, though unfofeseen effect; 
'^ bringing to light the true property in slaves, 
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t^^ which their owners had bought ^ in other per- 
^^ sons' names, with the view to protect them 
** from their creditors, a[nd to withdraw them 
,** from, the estate when the mortgageeii shoald 
^* assert their right to the possession:"* So that 
they bring forward a fact, to make it serve one 
purpose ; and then, to answer another, not only 
jiuppress all mention of it, but argue as if it had 
never existed. 

The preceding statement shews the £illacy 
of the argument attempted to be established 
hy the Report, and plainly accounts for the 
differeiice between the amount of the returns at 
the two different periods ; whilst the endeavour 
to account for it as arising from contraband im-^^ 
porta tion, is not only at variance with fact^ but 
«ven with possibilit}', according to die acknow* 
4edgment of the Report itself in the very next 
page ; where it is stated, that since the Abolition, 
^* the low prices of West India produce, with 
** the French system of continental exclusions, 
" have afforded our Planters little temptation, 
** and scarcely any means, to recruit their gangs 
" by purchase, even if the trade had been open 
" and safe.*'t Nevertheless, the public are desired 
to believe, that the very men who, we are told^ 
^* have scarcely any means to recrurt their gangs 

by purchase," and in an islatid too, where the 

• Reasons for Registry, p. S4. t Ibid. p. 91. 
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continuilnce of Spanish law has put aff efid to 
all credit, have not only recruited the enormous 
annual loss of 14 per cent, among their slavey 
but added one-fifth to their number in two years'; 
or in other words, having scarcely a shilling to 
expend for any purpose, have expended near a 
million, of money in illicit importations of 
slaves.* It must be admitted, that the zeal of 
the Committee of the African Institution, does 
sometimes betray them into very extraordinary 
contradictions. 

The Report admits, 



<' We have not the same means of demonstratiog 
the like abuses that have taken place in other islands. 
If we had similar returns even to compare, the result 
would perhaps not be strong enough to manifest eidier 
that smuggling had, or that it had not, prevailed : for unless 
the difference were very large, a decrease might be 
accounted for by the balance formerly usual on the side 
of mortality; and a small increase, on the other hand, mi^td 
be explained by supposing a reverse of that balance. 

* To supply the annual loss of 14 per cent, in the slave popu* 
lalioB of Trinidad for two years, would require 5,e00 slaves ; the 
increase that took place in their numbers, according to the 
returns in 1811 and 1813» exceeds 4,000: so that in order to 
credit the statement made in the Report, we must believe that 
10,000 slafes were actually smuggled intoTrinidad in the course 
^ two years, by men whom the Report admits had ^ little temp- 
*' tation tQ recruit their gangs ;" and what would be equally 
wonderfol, paid for by men whom the Report also admits, had 
^* scarcely any means*' of payment* 
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^* It IB indeed probable, that in some or most of die 
British colonies, die numbers clandestinely imported have 
hitherto been very small, when compared witk their whole 
stock of slaves. In fact, the old islands, if we except 
Jamaica, dealt but litde in the African market for their 
own use for several years prior to the Abolition ; and fhe 
low prices of West India produce, with the French system 
of continental exclusions, would have since afforded our 
Planters litde temptation, and scarcely any means, t» 
recruit their gangs by purdiase, even if the trade had been 
open and safe."* 

Here is a direct refutation, not only of the 
existence, but even of the possibility of the 
es^istence, of that illicit importation of slaves, 
which is so repeatedly and confidently asserted 
in various passages of the Report, and which is 
relied upon as justifying the call for legislative 
interposition, to prevent its continuance. 

Being unable to bring forward facts, the 
writer of this Report rests his case upon sus- 
picions; which he attempts to excite by so- 
phistical reasoning, vague inferences, unsup- 
ported assertions, and metaphorical allusions, 
but at length acknowledges that he has proved 
nothing. He exhibits a succession of shadoTfs, 
with such phantasmagorian dexterity, as to 
make them appear, for the moment, like reali- 

<^*R«ason8 for Registry, p. 30,.31. 

I- 
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ties, to the astonished and bewildered imagi- 
nations of the beholders ; and then he concludes 
with undeceiving them, and telling them, Gen- 
tlemen, this is all illusion, but I hope you ad- 
mire the ingenuity of my performance. 

If it were only necessary to prove the " known 
** practicability," as it is termed, of this illicit 
traffic, why did the writer of the Report resort ' 
to so much artful sophistry, and inflammatory 
decraiiiation, in order to enforce the belief of its 
actual existence ? Besides, its practicability can 
only be proved, by proving its existenee; for he 
has himself admitted that the practice will 
continue, so long as even the possibility exists. 
The truth is, that he felt the ground on which 
he attempted to stand, sink under his feet ; that 
he was conscious he had no proof of this illicit 
traffic, with which he had so loudly charged the 
British West India Planters ; and therefore he 
l^hifted his position, and argued that no such 
proof was necessary; for he says, *' If it could 
** be still doubted whether this detestable 
" species of smuggling has any where taken 
** place, the colonial mischiefs which have been 
" pointed out would nevertheless in a great 
*' degree arise, from a general consciousness 
** among the Planters, that they have a potential 
" resource in the clandestine importation of 
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" slaves, whenever their ftiture nec^sities may 
** require it.*^ Thus Parliament are called upon 
to enact laws, to guard against an offence, not 
which has .been, but which sonle persons fiaincy 
may be committed ; a refinement in legislation, 
without a precedent in these kingdoms, and 
only to be paralleled in the annads of the French 
revolution, when, laws were enforced against 
men, vdio were ** soup^onn^s d'etre suspects." 

The Report had previously described tiie West 
India Planters, as a set of desperate slave smug- 
glers, who carried their resentments to such 
violent lengths, that no man dare be bold 
enough to inform against or prosecute ihem.t 
Now if this character of them jvere correct, and 
a general consciousness of their having this po^ 
tential resource really existed among them, no 
doubt can be entertained, but that they would 
avail themselves of it at once to the fullest pos- 
sible extent ; and their not so doing, is a plain 
proof that they have no Consciousness of any 
such resource, but that ^* the inherent efficacy 
^^ of the laws passed for the Abolition of the 
*' Slave Trade" is, as it ought to be, known and 
felt throughout the British West Indies. When 
the Planters see such perverted reasoning used 
against them, well may they exclaipi, kuic quia 
bofue artes desunty dolis atque /allaciis contendit 

* lUatons for Re^stryi p. dl. t Ibid. p. 30. 
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The Report s^tates the Sugar Planters to be 
^^ rival manufacturers, carrying on the same ex* 
^ ' pensive process, and supplying the same market 
s" with the article they make."* Can it then be 
rationally presumed, that those among them 
who conscientiously conform ^to the laws of 
their country, will suffer their competitors to 
derive such advantages over them, by the Viola* 
tion of those laws, as, to use the words of the 
Report, ^' would soon make their manufactory 
•• become a losing or ruinous business ?'t ^^ 
\% it consistent with common sense to suppose, 
that the hostility, which in eveiy other country 
the fair trader bears against the smu^lar, who 
deprives him of the fruits of his honest industry, 
has no place in the West Indies? The Report 
asserts, in various passages, that self-interest is 
the ruling passion of the Planters ; and we must 
jgo the extravagant length of believing, that 
though they are always ready to gratify' this 
piassion at the expence of every moral and hu- 
mane feeling, they will act in direct oppositioa 
to it, rather than perform an act of justice due 
both to their country arid themselves, before we 
can adopt the doctrines of this Report. 

The Report deals so much in suppositions, 
that the reasoning, founded upon them inay 
fairly be answered by suppositions. May it not 

» Reasons for Register, R. 33. t IWd. p. 34. 
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be supposed, that the West India Planters, who i 
are represented as void Df all principle, possess 
at least so\ae prudence, and therefore would be 
cautious how they exposed themselves, both to 
the ignominy and .ruin, which must be the in- 
evitable consequence of being convicted of a 
breach of the Abolition Laws ; particularly when 
the execution of those laws is enforced, by the 
vigilant superintendance of the officers of Go- 
vernment ; by the active watchfulneSsS of the 
friends of the Afi-ican Iiistitution, who ** sen4 
them, from humane motives, useful information;" 
by the jealousy of rival manufacturers ; and, best 
of all, however sceptical the African Institution 
may be on this point, by an almost Universal 
public feeling ? May it not fairly be supposed; 
with all these means of detection, that if illicit 
importations of slavey into the British West 
Indi^ Colonies were extensively carried on^ 
proofs of the fact woulS not be wanting; and 
that the African Institution only abstaia from 
bringing forward those which they say are ih 
their possession, because they are unwilling to 
expose the weakness of the grounds, on whiclj 
they call for Parliainentary interference ? 

Not only have the Committee of the Afri<jau 
institution asserted that the illicit importation of 
daves is continued, and even ** that slaves have 
^^ jybt ceased to be lAiported into oxxx vilasA^ V^. 
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" the e:^tent of the actual demand for them,*' 
without proof; but contrary to positive and offi^ 
cial proof^ as far as it is possible to prove a 
pegative. On thp 2d of July, 131 1> the House of 
Common^ vot^d an Address to the Prince 
Eegent, praying for information upon various 
subjects connected with the West India Colonies ; 
and among others, for ** an account of seizures 
" and prosecu^iops that have taken place in these 
?* islands, of slaves seized as prize, or jas for- 
** feited since the passing of the Act of the 47th 
** of His Majesty's reign, entitled, an Act for the 
f* Abolition of the Slave Trade." Copies of this 
Address -^ere transmitted to the Govemo^-s of 
the different CQlonies, who made Reports acr 
cordingly; which were laid before the House, 
?iiid prderied to be printed, on the 12th of July 
last. The following is an abstract of them, as 
far as they relate to the illicit importation of 
slaves. 

Barbadoes.r^Tihe DeputyrRegistrar states, in his report 
to Governor Sir George Beckwith, that the 
American brig Tartar, with a cargo of 168 slaves, 
and the Spanish brig £1 Neptuno, with a cargo 
of 169 slaves, had been seized as prize; that the 
latter had been restored^ but 84 slaves of the 
^ former had been condemned because the brig 

Tartar was going into a French port^ which is 
confirmed by the Collector pf &e Customs ;but 
no instance is given of any attempt to import 



i 
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slaves clandestinely into that idland, in violation 
of the Abolition Laws.^ 

Domtnica.-'^The Report of the Collector to Lieutenant- 
Governor Barnes, states^ " that no seizures or 
prosecutions of slaves have taken place in this 
island, since the passing of the above-mentioned 
Act, either by virtue of it, or ai^y other Act of 
Parliament/'t 

Saint Croix. — No answer whatever is given to this question 
by Governor Harcourt, 

JDjemerara. — ^The Report of Governor . 5cntinck states, 
" that no seizures of any slaves have taken place 
here; and I think that I may vouch for no 
attempts of importation having taken place in 
any parts pf the Government, since the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade.":}; 

JBa7wmas.-^The Report of Mr. President Munnings enu- 
merates various cargoes of slaves captured, and 
brought in for adjudication, by His Majesty's 
cruizers; and six slaves are returned prosecuted 
by William Webb, Searcher, ^nder what circum- 
stances is not stated, though from their names 
and description, they appear to be the crew of a 
vessel from St. Domingo ; but no return is 
made of any attempt to evade the* Abolition 
Laws.| 

St. Vincaifs^j'^Mx. ^President Paul stfites, '' nqipformation 

■ • Papers relating to the West Indies, orated fcy the House of 
Commons to be printed I2th July, 1815, p. 15. 
tlhid.p.96. t Ibid. p. 40. . , . il^id.p.dl), 
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has ever been given of an attempt made to intro- 
duce into this Colony any African new negroes^ 
since the period mentioned in the Abolition Act 
for the prohibition/** * 

Guadalowpe. — ^The Report of Mr. Du Buc St. Olympc, 
Intendant of the island^ to Governor Sir Alex- 
ander Cochrane; states^ in answer to this and 
the next ^question^ ^^ Le surplus des demandes 
<contenues en la Resolution de la Chambfre 
^ des Communes, p'est point applicable k la 
Guadeloupe."*!- 

St. 2^(<>|it(i5.-— Lieutenant-Governor Maclean says in his 
report, ^' no such seizures or prosecutions hav^ 
taken place."]: 

Sain^ Xt^cia.— -Monsieur de Barbier, Procureur-General 
du Roi, states in his report to Major-General 
Wood, Commanflant of the Island, — ^^ II u'y a 
point eu aucune saisie, en execution de TActe 
pass6 dans la47me ann^e du regne de Sa Majesty, 
intitule Acte pour I'Abolition de la Traite. II 
n'y a, par consequent, aucune reponse k faire au3c 
deux demieres questions."! 

Trmidad. — No notice whatever is take^ of this questipi^ 
by Major-G^ieral Monro. 

ffrmtfdb.— The Report of Governor Sir James Cockburu 
states, ^ Tkere have been no seizures or prosecu- 
tions entered into in tbfs V ice-A4wnill3^ Qpurt of 

#pap€i»^l(e.p«77. f Ibid. p. 79. tlj>id.p.82. (Ibii.<l>,9a 
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these islands, for Yioliition of die Skve Abolition 
4-<^t^ since the mont^ of April 1810, when the 
present Deputy-Registrar entered upon the duties 
of that office ; and there do not appear to have 
been any records kept of the proceedings of that 
Court, by any of his predecessors."* 

SSumam.-— The answer of Governor Major - General 
Bonham to this query is, ^ Nor does it appear 
that any slaves have been seized as prize, or - 
odierwise, sdnce the Act of the 47th year of His 
Majesty, intituled, an Act fcur the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade."t 

CurflfflO.— Governor Hodgson's answer is nearly similar : 
'^ No seizure or condemnation of daves, as prize, 
have taken place since the passing of the Act 
intituled, an Act for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade."J 

jJOT/idfca.— The Deputy-Registrar, after reciting several 
vessels sent in and proceeded against as prize, 
with slaves on board, transmits the following 
certificate to Lieutenant-General Morrison; '' I 
do hereby certify, that the above list contains a 
just and true account of all adjudications and 
condemnations in the Vice- Admiralty Court of 
this island, since die parsing of. the Act for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade; and I further 
certify, that Ho ship with slaves, or natives of 
Africa, has been condemned in the said Courts, 
since the passing of the said Act."§ 

!*Papers,&c.p.96. tI>>P«lOO. Xlb-l^^VVL \13tt,\.VSV. 
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Antigua* — Governor EDiol writes io his Repbrt, that ^* in 
the year 1607| the year in which the Abolition 
Act took effect in Antigua, and from which date 
no African negroes, have been imported into 
that island.***^ 

St. KitCs. — The Report of the Council and Assembly of 
St. Christopher's to Governor Elhot, states,*— 
^* With respect to the information required from 
the Judge and Registrar of the Vice«A4miralty 
Courts^ your Committee can make so- report, as 
the Vice-Admiralty Prize Courts of the Leeward 
Islands, are now, apd have been for years past, 
fixed in the islands of Antigua and Tortola."^ 

MorUserratn — ^The Committee of both Houses of the 
Legislature, appointed to answer the queries of 
the House of Commons, report to Governor 
Elliot as follows : — ^' Slaved seized as prize, or 
forfeited, since the passing of the Act of the 47th ^ 
year .of His Majesty, intituled, an Act for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade,— None."t 

Crrf/ioJa. -^^-President Adye states in his Report, — ^' No 
seizure, prosecution, or condemnation, and no 
disposition by entry into His Majesty's land or 
sea service, or by apprenticeship, of any slaves, 
or natives of Africa, have taken place since the 
passing of the said Act ; nor are there any slaves,^ 
or natives of Africa, of any of those descriptions, 
pow resident in this colony /'$ 

Martinique. — The Report of Major-General Wale says, — 
^ Papers, ke. p. 196. tlb.p.UO, Xlb,vA46, ^l^V^'t^. 
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^' There is no prosecution .on the records of the 
Courts here, for contravention of the Act 
intituled an Act for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade-"* 

Tobago. — ^The Report of Sir William Young states,— 
" The Act for Abolishing the. Slave Trade hat 
been )so fully |^ven effect, as far as relates to 
Tobago^ that not a single instance is to be found 
on record, in the Court of Admiralty or other 
Courts of the island, of any convictions, or 
even of any charge, of breach of the law for 
abolishing the Trade with Africa for Slaves; 
nor have I even had grounds to suspect an 
attempt, or even intention to evade that law, 
on the coasts, or within^ the colony and its 
4ependencie8/'f 

Thus Bot a Bii^le Report, from any one Go* 
vemor of a British West India Island, charges 
the inhabitants linder his jurisdiction with at- 
tempting an illicit importation of slaves ; while 
many of them ge out of their way to repel the 
accusation. It is to be recollected^ too, that 
these Governors are for the most papt military 
or diplomatic characters, sent out from Europe, 
totally unconnected with West India interests, 
and therefore without any motive either to con- 
ceal, or palliate, the faults of those under their 
conunand. These matter of fact Reports, fur- 
pmha full answer to all the infer^itial reason^ 

'• Papers, &c. p. 154. \ lb\d,^ A^\. 
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ings, vague surmises, and far-fetched presuipp- 
tions, contained in this Report of the Committee 
of the African Institution. 

Here the task of examining this Report might 
safely be concluded; for unless the illicit im- 
portation of slaves into the British West India 
Colonies can be proved to exist, an inquiry into 
the most effectual means of preventing it, by 
legislative enactments, is a work of supereroga- 
tion, and indeed of absurdity. But justice to 
the cause of truth, and to the inhabitants of the 
West Indicia, demands some further exposure of 
the misrepresentations and calumnies contained 
in this publication. 

■ 

• I \\ \ ■ 



One of the m6st' prominent charges against 
the Colonial Legislatures is, their not having 
repealed the Act^, which make slaves liable to 
be severed by sale* from the plantations to which 
they belongs The state of the adscripti glebae, 
in which the Report would place the slaves xxt 
the British West India Colonies, and which it 
termSy *' modified.slavery," has been represented 
by writers of the higher authority as the 
lowest and most degrading i^cies of iriavery ; 
and it is obvious, that Slavics attached to, aiid 
. depending upon the soil, can be fed only while 

i 
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it is productive^ and must perish when it is 
not. 

Many estates in the old West India Islands 
have become exhausted by long cultivation; 
and if this system were established, their owners, 
instead Of selling their slaves to a more opulent 
master, who possessed the means of providing 
for their wants, must keep them and starve 
with them. This assertion has been fully 
corroborated by the Report of the Committee 
of the House of Assembly of Jamaica, from 
which the following evidence is extracted : 

Q. When the coiFee has failed altogether, or been 
tfarovvu up as not making returns for the labour, what is 
the nature and state of the lands, are they capable of being 
converted into any useful or profitable object of cultivatioi;i ; 
and if not, for what reasons ? What would be the state of 
the owners of the said lands, and of their slaves, if the 
latter had been by law fixed to the soil, after the lands had ^ 
become altogether unfertile and unproductive f 

A. Examinant saith, that Wher^ the coffee has failed 
altogether, or been thrown up as not making returns for 
the labour, the land cannot be cultivate to produce any 
thing that he is aware of, nor will it yield any thing except 
flour grass ; and he considers that if the slaves were fixed 
to such soil, their owners and their creditor^ would be 
nuned, as the land wotild.not produce sufficiency for their 
support and that of their, slaves ; that they would con* 
flequently be totally unable to give their slaves clothes, or 
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the usual comforU supplied by masters in easy circum« 
stances. 

Joseph Green. 

Ai ExaminSint saith, that the lands in general are steep> 
and the soil of loose texture ; the vegetative mould is soon 
carried from the surfoce, and the substratum rendered 
totally u^fit for any other cultivation : if the negroes had 
been fixed to such situation, the proprietors would be 
ruioed, and unable to supply the necessary comforts for 
their slaves. 

Wm. Shand. 



^^^<^^^^^ ^<0^^ ^^^^#^^^ 



Q. What would be the state of the owners of the said 
lands and of their slaves^ if the latter had been by law fixed 
to the soil, after the lands had become altogether unfertile 
and unproductive ? 

if. Examinant is of opinion^ that if the law had fixed the' 
slaves to the land, in some cases it would have been better 
for the proprietor to have abandoned both, as t\ie con- 
tingencies would have exceeded any thing that he could 
have got fen* them. .Proprietors in debt could not possibly 
have afibrded the usual clothing, food, and medical at* 
tendance to their slaves; consequently their situations 
would have been rendered very distressing. 

John Mais. 

A. Examinant saith, that if the slaves had been by law 
fixed to the soil of such plantations, the proprietor must 
have be^n ruined, and the slav^. starved, if the owner had 
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not-a fortane independent of tbe-aaid plaoUtionto support 
himself jand his. negroes. 

-James Muis* 

. A> Examinant saith, that if the slaves had been by law 
fixed to the soil of such plantations^ the proprietors must 
have been ruined, and die slaves rendered miserable. 

A. A. LiNDo. 

A* Examinant saith, that if the slaves had been by law 
fixed to the soil of such plantations, the consequence would 
l^e ruin to the proprietors, and starvation to the slaves. 

J. OUCHTERLONY. 

Such would be the operation of a measure 
professing to ameliorate their condition. From 
this consideration, and from others founded on 
a regard to the just rights of creditors, very 
strong objections have always been made to any 
alteration in the present system \ but an addi- 
tional objection has lately arisen out of the 
Abolition itself. 

In consequence of that measure, the popu- 
lation of many West India estates ha^ been so 
much diminished, either by particular casu- 
alties, or from the inequality of the sexes, that 
the proprietors, hnding themselves unable to 
cultivate them with their remaining slaves, and 
not having the means of purchasing more, have 
^bwdoned the land, arid sold their slaves ta 
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other Plafiteni who were more fortnmttely cir- 
cumstanced. This has been the case with 
more than fifty estates in the island of Trinidad ; 
a fact, which alone is an effectual refutation of 
the charge made against the Planters in that 
Colony, of recruiting their gangs by illicit im- 
portation ; for had that been done, these estates 
would not have been abandoned. Several 
estates have also been abandoned in Grenada, 
where slaves being objects of taxation, returns 
of them are annually given in to the Treasurer*!? 
Office, on oath, by every proprietor ; from which 
it appears that the number has been reduced^ 
from 26,121 on the 1st of January, 1809, to 
22,564 on the 1st of January, 1814. 

It is obvious, that any proprietor of an estate 
in this country, whose income was derived from 
its produce,, and who was deprived of the possi- 
bility of procuring a sufficient number of la-- 
bourers to cultivate it, must soon inevitably be 
ruined : and the case is precisely the same with 
a West India Planter. Whether the quantity 
of sugar made on an estate be more or less, a 
certain expence must be incurred, in keeping 
the buildings, works, and utensils, in proper 
repair, and in maintaining white people to su- 
perintend the cultivation. All such establisb- 
ments upon a large scale, are conducted to 
greater comparative advantage than upon a 
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moiall scate ; and bel^ k given point, they cease 
tb be productive;* 

On this principle, whenever the number of 
hegroe^ belonging to a West India estate is 
no reduced^ as to be incapable of making a 
certain quantity of sngar^ thd iexpences of tha^ 
iGState exceed th^ value of the produce; and 
the |j!ro|ttiAtor not only loses the interest of 
llii capital^ invested it land and buildings, 
bttt in slaveii also. His only resource then is 
to reali:^e tkfe Value of his slaves, by disposing 
6( them ta thfe propHetdif of some otha- 
est^te^ which, with thcfir ad^ditional strength, 
may be cultrvMed to advantage ;- and yet, under 
these circumstances, these half-ruined men, ar6 

• 

reproached by th^ philanthropic members of the 
African' Institutioi^ with not adopting a system, 
which by binding Uieii* negroes to unproductive 



« ^^ A pUmtafibn worked hy only 60 slaves, mast yet tiare a 
^ managelfy a doctor, and carpenter and cooper's shop, «iid all 
*^ the establishments of a sn^ estate, which the produce of 5Q 
^ hogsheads by thie labour of those slaves, may do little more 
'^ ihsak defi^ay l!he expences of, however hard thejr may work.-^ 
*' The larger estates, cultivated by 300 slaves^ will require only 
'' to double the establishment of the smaller property^ to return 
'* five times its produce and income to the proprietor ; and wiU 
* kbow, (what I have ever observed the Planter, so himself em- 
'^ powered, and in comfort, ready to bestow,) ease and plenty t6 
" his people." — Papers relating to the West Indies^ ordered hy tkf 
Home of Commons to he printed I2th July, 1815. Report from 
Sir WiUUim Ymmg, Governor if Tobago, p. 181. 
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labour, would render the ruin of the masters 
complete, and bring inevitable distress upon 
the slaves also, whom they would be incapable 
of maintaining. 

The Report represents the removal of slaves 
from one estate to another, as *^ a most need- 
^' less, unjust, and unmerciful aggravation of 
" their lot, peculiar to the bondage of the 
" British Colonies." That it may, under parti- 
cular circumstances, be necessary, has been 
shewn to be one of the consequences of the Abo- 
lition ; that it is unjust, cannot be maintained, 
unless the right of property in slaves be denied ; 
that it is unmerciful, cannot be justly contended ; 
for notwithstanding the high-flown language 
and exaggerated representations of the Report, 
that " they are exiled for ever from their homes, 
^^ their families, and friends," it is not the prac- 
tice to sever family connections from each other. 
In short, ** this cruel branch of the law of sla- 
•* very," this ** odious oppression," as it is termed, 
when stripped of its false colouring, is nothing 
more than the removal of a labouring family from 
one village to another. So much regard is paid 
.to the feelings of the negroes, that before any 
arrangement which involves a change in their 
residence is concluded, the general usage is,^ 
for them to appoint a deputation, to inspect the 
houses and provision-grounds at their intended 
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new place of abode; and if they object to 
removing, the bargain does not take place. 



Indeed, if the Planters were as insensible 
to every consideration but their own interest, 
as they are described to be in this Report, 
that alone would prevent them from remov- 
ing negroes contrary to their inclination, as 
the consequence would be, that some of them 
would pine, and others run away. In saying 
that this practice is peculiar to the bondage of 
the ** British Colonies," the Report is incorrect ; 
for the laws in Foreign Colonies permit masters 
to sell their slaves, when, where, and to whom 
they please. 



Another charge against the Colonial Legisla^ 
tures^ is, their passing Acts to discourage the 
manumission of slaves ; which is asserted to be 
a false and preposterous policy. As persons 
resident in the West Indies, are better qualified 
to form a sound judgment upon points requiring 
local information, than the members of the 
African Institution, some deference might have 
been expected to the general sentiment ex- 
pressed upon this subject by the Colonial 
L^slatures ; but the African Institution, with 
their usual pretensions to papal infallibility, 
issue their anathemas against all those wh€> 



dare to dissent from their doctrines, and the 
English language is ransacked iox opprobrious 
epithets, to heap on the members of the West 
India Legislative Bodies.* 



The Report asserts^ that ''the progressive 
' increase of the free coloured people, is so £str 
' from being adverse to the public peace and 
' security^ that it is in truth the best and only 
' way to maintain them ;"t and that ''the historj 
' of the Spanish Colonies alone might $ierve to 
' convince any thinking man, that the larger 
' proportion there is of that middle class, the 

* safer an island is from internal convulsions 

* end foreigij conquest.";!; 



To borrow an expression from the Report, and 
apply it to the authors, "there is nopoint in which 
*< tj^eir prejudiced feelings are more demonstra- 
' ' bly at war with common sense ami experience," 
than in making these assertions. The Spanisk 
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•« Mions oppreMiDii; shame aad hofror; dreadfiil; (KfiD«»' 
ttefte of nan; foul and cruel abuse of legiBlative power; con- 
tumacy of petty lawgivers; odious principles, cruel innova- 
tions; hypocrisy of iniquitous liaws ; fraudulent dtesig^s; crdei 
liionopoly; tAamefol and merciless laws; giievoiM oppresMion; 
cfflolian pregudiots ; lawgiwra £ar|^g letters^ and various othar 
terma equally gentle and pliilanthropic, are applied to the West 
India Legislative Bodies, or to their acts, in the course of a few 
pages of tiiis Rbport 

t lUaaNii^fbr Rfc«btqr» p« 9% t ^^^* P* ^ 
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Colofnies, so unfortunately referred to in sup* 
port of them, are at this moment a prey to 
internal convulsions; and the great actors in 
them, are, and ever have been, from the first 
revolutionary attempt of Miranda, (himself a 
man of colour,) to this very moment, persons of 
that description,* Next to the Spanish Colo- 
nies, their number was greater in proportion at 
St Domingo than in any other island ,t There 
they instigated the slaves to massacre the 
whites, and were in their tmi) massacred by 
the slaves. At Martimque and Guadaloupe, 
they made similar atteippts; but after much 
bloodshed, particulariy in tjie lq.tter island, a 
great part of them w^e exterminate^t and the 
rest subdued. At Grenada;}; and St Vincent's 

* '' Endowed with an energetic and ardent chsraoter, tlie8# 
'' people of colour live in a constant state of irriiatton against tha 
^< whites."— i7Kiii6oUe*j PoUiieqi Eumf en New Sfpain, tqI. f.p. 194. 

t ** At St. Domingo, in 1788, there were eight whites to six fre# 
<< people of colour. Jamaica was cpmpated, in 1787, tp hava tan 
^* whites to fonr free people of colour.^ — IM, 

t An erroneous idea has pretadled, that flie insurrectiott in 
Grenada originated with ti|^ French inhal^itants. On its first 
l>reaking out, the rumour wi|s tl|at the Frendi had landed at La 
9aje ; but on the same morning, (the Sd of March, 1795,) a letter 
from Mr, Hpnie, President of the Island, Mid then unfortunately 
in the neighbourhood of La Baye,was brought to his Secretary Mr. 
Byles, at St George's, of which the fidlowiqg is an extrnpt ^ ^o 
" French ha^e landed at La Baye,l^t the free pepple have risen 
'* against the whites ;*'* and on the 7th of May, Mr. M'Kensie, 
^ho had succeeded to the Presidency, in consequence of tk$ 

f llevolt in Grenadai printed i|t Bdinburf h |n 1795, p. 92. 
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they broke out into insurrection, murdered all 
the white inhabitants who fell into their hands, 
in cold blood ; and maintained a war against 
the regular troops for two years, which was not 
terminated, till both the islands were laid waste 
from one end to the other. 

But it may be said, that although the Spanish 
possessions on the Continent of South America 
have been a prey to internal convulsions, the 
island of Cuba has remained in a state of perfect 
tranquillity. This fact may be accpunted for. 



massacre of Mr. Home, who with many other of the white inhabi- 
tants had fallen into the hands of the insurgents, addressed the 
Coancil and Assembly in a speech beginning with these words : 
'' It is a very sensible affliction to me, to meet you for the first 
** time in a season of great public calamity. A general insur- 
'' rection of the French free coloured people, broke out here on 
*' the 3d of Ularch/'* Victor Hughes, and his brother Commis- 
Bioners at Guadalpupe, hud signed commissions, appointing Julien 
Fedon, a mulatto coffee planter, commandant-general ; Stanislaus 
Besson, i| mi^atto silversmith at La Baye, second in command; 
and Charles Nognes, and Jean Pierre de Yalette, two other free 
coloured men, captains in the French Republican serviqie ; and 
had given them a flag, on which the words Libert^, Egaliti, ou 
La Mart were inscribed in large characters; an inscription which 
well denoted the sentifnents by which they were actuated. One 
of their first ac^s was to murder a French priest, the Abb^ 
Peissoniere, which shewed they had no particular predilection 
for Frenchmen ; and no commission was g^ven by Victor Hughes 
to any of the French white inhabitants, although most of them 
afterwards joined the insurgents, either encouraged by their 
Buecesses, or intimidated by 'their menaces. 

* RcTolt Id Grenada, p. 192. 
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by referring to the different state of the popu- 
lation in the respective countries. In New 
Spain, the number of slaves is so trifling as 
scarcely to be virorth taking into the calcu- 
lation; and according to Humboldt, in the 
four intendancies adjoining the capital, there 
were only 273,000 whites out of a population 
of 1,737,000 souls ;* consequently the propor- 
tion of free people of colour to the whites was 
about six to one. The same author informs 
his readers, that '' he found from the most 
*' careful statistical researches which he was 
" enabled to make during his stay at the 
'' Havannah, in 1800 and 1804, that at the last 
** of these epochs, the whites of that island 
" were 234,000, the free people of colour 
'' 90,000."t Sq that the proportion of the free 
people of colour to the whites in that island, 
was little more than one to three. The con- 
vulsions that rage in the former, and the peace 
and safety that continue in the latter, furnish 
an additipnal proof, that the converse of both 
the propositions laid down in the Report of the 
African Institution is true ; that the progressive 
increase of the free coloured people, is adverse 
to the public peace and security ; and that the 
smaller proportion there is of that middle 
class, the safer an island is from internal 
convulsion. 

• Humboldt's Political £«My on New Spain, vol. i. p. 30i. 
t n>id. p. 208. 
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These pbseiy^ons on the popfiequwoes of 
an increase of the free coloured populatioo, wil( 
point oiit the motivesi by which some of the 
Colonial Legislatures have been inflnenced, in 
imt>osing a tax upon the Emancipation of 
Slaves; for notwithstQ,n()ing the assertion ii^ 
the Report, that '' in some colonies, in one 
f^at least, this iniquitous tax on manumisr 
^^ sions is as high as £500, in others £300, 
f^ and it is nqt known to be in any case lem 
** than jflOO currency:*" the fact is, (as the 
gamers of that Report ought to hav^ known,) 
that in Jamaica, an island in which the popula-r 
tion of slaves is mor^ than equal to that of all 
the other British West India Islands put toge- 
ther, the only expence upon manumissions is a 
stamp duty of iSlO. But in this, as in many 
other instances, a regard to truth is not the 
characteristic of the Reports of the African In- 
stitution. 

An inquiry into the history of West India 
emancipations will shew, that the subjects 
of by far the greater proportion of them, aret 
either the obj^ta or fruits of illicit connec- 
tions between white men and n^grp women; 
ai^d the pathetic appeal to th€| feelings made in 
this Report, *' that the father cannot, without 
** paying that oppressive tax, release his own 
" ofispring from slavery,"* is just thq language 

f Reasons for Registry, p. 4fi. 



Il9e4 by every libertine, i??ho inveighs against 
the laws, which impose a penalty upon the 
indiilgeace of those vicious propensities, which 
they are unable effectually to check. When 
we are called upon to consider ^^ those cases 
** as pitiable, these laws as merciless and 
^^ shameAil ; and to conceive the sad effects 
** they must produce on moral character, as 
** well as on domestic happiness;'** we can 
hardly forbear smiling at the mock gravity with 
which these expressions are used, and at the 
same time feeling angry at the effrontery with 
which they are prostituted. The plain truth of 
the case is, that the views with which these 
laws were framed, were to discourage these 
illicit and vicious connections, and thus to pre- 
vent the growth of a great political evil ; but 
by keeping these facts in the back ground, and 
bringing forward suppositions, " that nothing 
^* is more common than for free blacks and 
^^ mulattoes to be the husbands and fathers of 
• ^ slaves,"t (a circumstance which, on the con-^ 
trary, very rarely occurs,) our sympathies are 
awakened for the " husband who cannot re- 
f* deem his wife, so as to become the father of 
** free-men, instead of wretches to be driven 
'' like cattle for life ;":j; and the West India 
legislatures are . reviled, for not encouraging 
and rewarding prostitution, by freedom. 

* Rtasom for Reg^istry, p. 4S. f Ibid. I Ibid. 
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The i^rbite inhabitants of the West India 
Coioniei^, are represented as the small minority 
** who have white complexions."* Nnmerically 
speaking, they are a smsdl minority ; but be it 
remembered, that this small minority compre* 
bends avast majority, of the property, intellect, 
and civilization, of the whole community ; that 
it is this small minority, which alone is capable 
of transacting all the public business of the state, 
and of bearing all H/ie public burdens, imposed 
upon them for the benefit of the whole ; that it 
is this small minority, by which the rest of the 
population are supported, and by which the 
connection of the colonies with the mother 
country is maintained, and their dependence 
upon her secured; a connection and depen- 
dence which the black majority, if they had the 
ascendancy, (as in the case of St. Domingo,) 
would instantly renounce. 

Such language, however, is consistent, and 
in character, as coming from the writer who 
fojmerly told the public, that the shocking 
slavery in our islands could not much longer 
be maintained, but that ^^ by a just and rational 
" policy, we might be enabled to look forward 
" to the progress, not only of African freedom, 
'* but even African sovereignty, in the West 
" Indies, with satisfaction rather than dismay."t 

• Heasons for Registry, p. 80. . f Opportunity, p. 42. 
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We trust, however, that Parliameilt will not be 
misled by the reveries of his visionary and 
fanatical enthusiasm, to sacrifice, the rights, 
property, and existence, of this small minority 
of their white civilized countrymen, to the black 
majority, whose supremacy he .espouses ; that 
they will reject this measure of a Registry,, not 
only as totally unnecessary for the object which 
it professes to have in view, but as an apple of 
discord, mischievously thrown down between 
the mother country and her colonies. 

In many other passages of this Report, the 
writer argues, not as a member of a society of 
British subjects, but as one of the French phi- 
losophers of the Jacobinical school. They, too, 
complained, like him, of laws being made for 
the sake of the privileged order alone;* for 
the small minority of the population at large. 
Their clamour prevailed, and led to a catas- 
trophe, which France and all Europe have had 
ample reason to deplore. 



Specific charges are brought against the Legis- 
lature of Grenada ; and the most unwarrantable, 
as well as uncharitable constructions, are put 
upon the acts of that body. The Act of 1797 
explains its own origin. By the laws of the 

• Reasons for Registry, p. 81. 



140 

Island, erery Planter is boimd to maiotaia hii 
slaves, when they are past labour ; but as the 
preamble to this Act recites, some individuals 
bad evaded the law, '' by manumitting auch 
*^ slaves, without making provision for tbeir 
^* sustenance apd coiiifort ; which frequently 
<< compels them to the necessity of robbing and 
^' stealing, and leads them to other bad prac- 
** tices to support themselves." In order to 
prevent the continuance of such an abuse, this 
Act imposed a fine of £100 on every manumis* 
sion, but allowed an annuity of j£lO for life 
to the party manuuiitted. The Committee, in 
extracting the particulars of this Act from the 
Compilation of the Laws of Grenada, published 
by Mr. Smith, formerly Chief Justice of that 
island, have omitted the reason he assigns for 
the subsequent . repeal of the Annuity Clause ; 
that ^' unfortunately this, humane provision had 
'^ been abused, and became so burdensome to 
" the public from the improper advantages 
" taken of it."* The particulars of these abuses 
and advantages Mr. Smith does not explain^ 
but evidently considers them as a justification 
of the conduct of the Grenada L^islatur^, la 
repealing the clause in question. 

Independent of all other considerations, tha^ 
clause had an obvious tendency to encourage 

• Smith's Laws of Grenada, 2d Tabl« of Ordinances, p. 5^ 
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andnnultiply illicit connecttODS betweien white 
men and negro iiromea ; the offspring of whidh 
wete thus made free> not obIj without any 
expence^ but with advantage to the father, who 
obtained an anntuity for bis child^ of much 
greatar Talne than the price he paid for its ma- 
tramission; and therefoie in 1806 a new Act 
was passed, r^atning the fine, but disconti- 
ttuing the annuity.'*'' The insurrection in Gre- 
nada had giren. the Legislature of that colony a 
nieiDfiK>rable lesson, on the dangers arising from 
too nmnerous a population of free people of 
cok>iir ; and yet for using this salutary precau- 
tion, against the recurrence of the dreadful dis- 
asters they had experienced, and for discourag- 
ing the iU^ptimate intercourse in which tbey 
originated, tbey are vilified by the CSommittee 
of the Afirican Institution ; and an act of proper 
economy, in the admimstration of the public 
revemi^ k distorted into barbarity. 



mWl 



« Skice the int publicalioili of this Pamphlet, ample infontiatkHi 
has been received upon this sul^'ect, from which it appears^ that 
the evils arising from the Aminity .Clause were of no slight 
magnitude. So long as it continued in force, not only the 
kUiabitaiits of Grenada availed themselves of it, to manumit and 
provide for their mulatto children, instead of their aged and in£rm 
slaves, whom the framers of the Act had in view ; bat the inh»- 
bitaUi*^ of the neighbouring British and even foreign islands, 
took advantage of it in the same manner ; and the revenue of the 
Colony is still heavily burthened, vrith annuities granted under 
that improvident clause. 
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The Assembly of Jamaica comes in for its 
share of the obloquy thrown on the West India 
Legislative Bodies. The Report says, " at pre- 
^^ sent, in most of our islands, annual returns 
'* of slares are required for the purposes of 
*^ internal revenue ; and in some of them, the 
new meliorating Acts have required annual 
returns of the births and deaths on each plan- 
^' tation, with many other specifications, as 
*^ checks upon the inhumanity of masters.*** 
Such returns are required by law in Jamaica, 
and the reason for their being so required is 
assigned by the African Institution in that true 
spirit of Christian charity which distinguishes 
our modem philanthropists. Here, howeverj 
tihey have inadvertently contradicted other parts 
of their Report, which repeatedly assert that 
nothing has been done to meliorate the condi- 
tion of the slaves ; for their condition must cer- 
tainly be meliorated by checking the inhumanity 
of their masters. The existence of this law, and 
the large sums which have been paid under it, 
from the Colonial Treasury of Jamaica, refute 
various other assertions contained in this Report, 
^ that the breeding system has been discou- 
" raged ;"t that the laws for the protection " of 
** slaves Bave not been, and were never meant 
'* to be, obeyed ;;]; that for this idle purpose 

• R«asoii8 for lUi^try, p. S3, f Ibid. prtP. t Ibid. p. Sa 
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*^ mock laws have been made, have beeu 
** laughed at, and foi^tten."* These returns 
were required, not to check the inhumanity of 
the masters, but to reward the managers of 
estates, by giving them an annual premium of 
£3y for every birth exceeding the number of 
deaths on the plantation under their care. This 
is one of the provisions of the Act, which was 
passed long before the Abolition took place. 
The C!oiiimittee of the African Institution either 
had, or had not read this Act, when they made 
their Report. If they had not, they were inex- 
cusable in deciding upon its motives and ob- 
jects. If they had, this suppression of facts, 
and perversion of truth, in order to fix un- 
merited calumny upon the framers of it, must 
excite the indignation of every honourable and 
candid mind. 



The Colonial Legislatures are also accused 
of "opposing positive prohibitions to the only 
'^ attainable means of religious instruction and 
** worship f and of ** having very materially 
** checked the charitable zeal of those who 
" would have communicated freely^ the bene- 
** ficent light of the Gospel to the poor Pagan 
** bondsmen of our colonies." From this part 

* R^atoni for Reyii try, p. 98. 
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ei the Report it might be iiifenred, that the 
West India Legislatures had discouraged reli- 
gious iostructioa and worship; whereas the fact 
is, that churches, according to the establish- 
ment of the Church of England, are maiatained 
uot only in every British Colony, but iii'tfaie 
different parishes of each Colony. But the nys- 
terious guise in which the former |>art of tlHS 
paragraph is wrapt up, £ftlls off at the conchi- 
mon ; and the crying sin of the Planters a^ipears 
to be, their having checked the charitable zeal 
of some of the gospel preachers, sent amiong 
them by Mr. Wilberforce and his sect. Whe- 
ther they had sufficient reason for so doii^, 
will appear from the history of one of those 
gentlemen^ who a few yes^s ago went out to 
Trinid^. 

Information being given to General Hislop, 
that a Mr, Tsdlboys preached doctrines which 
were highly inflammatory and dangerous, to a 
congregation composed almost exclusively of 
free coloured persons and slaves, he instituted 
an inquiry into the fact ; which led to various 
reports and petitions, both from the opposers 
and supporters of Mr. Tallboys, of which the 
following is an abstract : 

Mr. Lewis Bryer and Mr. William Horn 
stated, that they had heard him address his con-« 
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^regation in words to the following effect. ^^ It 
" is, of no consequence, of what colour ye are, 
** for. the white men will be burning in hell, 
^' while all of you, who have faith in the gospel, 
** will be enjoying bliss in heaven. It does not 
signify • how heinous the crimes are thai ye 
are guilty of, if ye retimi to me, ' and receive 
** the sweet influence of the gospel." 

, A petition, from several free coloured persons, 
was presented in his favour; which stated, 
among other things,, that he had been regularly 
ordained . by^ Br. - Coke, ^ titular Bishop of the 
Episcopal. Methodist Churcb in London. A 
petition from other free coloured persons was 
presented against him, which stated him to be 
a man without education, who had formerly 
been known in the island as a soldier in the 
14th regiment; that his constant practice was 
to make proselytes among the females of their 
class; that* his nocturnal meetings, when he 
^retired after* service with his chosen and select, 
were suspicious, especially as every door and 
gate were locked; and a good religion, (the 
petitioners say,) may it please your Excell«icy, 
requires no locks nor fastenings. 

Natty Mackenzie, a mulatto girl, declared 
that Tallboys not only gave her a severe repri- 
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mand, but threatened ta excommimicale her, 
fiir. paying half a dollar to' see Felonins's play, 
which^ he said, she ought to haye given to hinr, 
th^ said Tallboys. 

A petition, signed by serial white inhabitants^ 
9-epresented that the minds of the free coloured 
persons and. slaves were perniciously influeouced 
by dangerous doctrines of equality, calculated 
to propagate anarchy and insubordifiation, 
preached to them by one TaQboys, formerly a 
Bergeant in his Majesty's 14th raiment o£ foo^ 
Isrot now a methodist preacher, acting uyder a 
certificate from a Mr. Coke in London; and 
who levied contributions from his followers, 
which they could not honestly afford, but 
must procure by robbery or frxiuds, prac- 
tised on thie masters of slaves, or the public 
in general. 

The Rev. Mr. ClaphaiH stated Dr. Coke to 
be the same person, who in 1774, l^ft a curacy 
m England to follow Mr. Wesley to Arnica, 
where Mr.. Wesley consecrated him one of the 
Bisbcfps of the Episcopal Methodist Church; 
but that Mr. Wesley, not being a Bishop him* 
self, could not make a Bishop ; he might as well 
have pretended to make a prknitive Apostle, 
Of a Pope. Mr. Clapham denied the right of 
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Mr. Tallboys to . officiate in admmistering die 
sacrament to baptize, or marry; all which 
rights he not only claimed, but exercised. 

Governor Hislop, who had ordered the chapel 
where Mn TaUboys preached^ to be shut up 
If hile this inquiry was pending, having takes 
these stetements into consideratioh, cautioned 
him to he more guarded in his language, foi'bAd 
hidi to poreach after certain Hours in the even-* 
ing, dnd prohibited him from taking the sur-^ 
pliee fc^ belonging to the minister of the 
Estabfohed Chureh. Mr. Tallboys complaint 
of the ttreiUinent he met with to his friends *at 
home ) at whose instance. Governor- Hislop was 
called upon by His Majesty's Ministers^ to 
give an account of his conduct ; which he did, 
by transmitting them copies' of the difier^nt 
petitions above referred to, on perusing which» 
the friends of Mr. Tallboys thought propel: to 
desist from any further investigation. 

As this case standi? recorded, in the Office of 
the Se^aretary of State for the Colonial Depart- 
ment, it has been selected in preference to 
others, as a specimen of th^ chat*acter and 
doctrines of those, whose *' charitable zeal" has 
been checked by the West India Legislatures. 
A sufficient justification of their taking measures 
to check such zeal^ will be found in the narrative 
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itself, without eniai^ing upon it by any com* 
jnentB. 

The best vindication of the Colonial Legisla- 
tures, against the charge of '^ opposing positive 
'^ obstructions to the pious purpose of a master, 
'* who "should desire to reform the manner and 
** morals of his slaves; by the means which 
•• Christianity affords ;" and of " opposing po- 
** sitive prohibitions, to the only attainable 
** means of religious instruction and worship,"* 
will be found in the Papers laid before th^ 
House of Commons, which have been already 
referred to. The Governors of the different 
West India Colonies, were required to send 
returns of the number of parochial, or other 
cures, of the clergy of the Church of England, 
resident there ; vrith the annual value of their 
benefices, or appointments; and the answers 
are as follow : • 

JBarbadoes. — Sir George Beckwith reports, '' that the 
island of Barbadoes is divided into eleven pa- 
, rishes, in each, of which there is a resident rector, 
who draws 300/. a year from the Cplonial Trea- 
sury, independent of his glebe and other usual 
' emblunientsi ' Tie clergy of the Established 
Church are regularly' paid,' the churches in 
perfect repair^ and divine service performed in a 
proper manner, • The clerical establisbinent of 

* HeasoBs for Kegiatry, p. 49. 
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this Government is^ I am happy to say, most 
respectable; and the clergy, as a body, highly 
exemplary."* 

Domiwicfl.— Lieutenant-Governor Barnes says, — *^ The 
majority of inhabitants in the island being French, 
the Roman Catholic is consequently the preva- 
lent religion ; and although no particular pains are 
taken by the priest to instruct the negroes, still 
more religion exists among the French than 
English' negroes. This arises not only from tho 
French proprietors being for the most part resi- 
dent on their Estates, but the v^ry great neglect of 
the Established Church. There has been no Pro- 

^ testant church in the island for very many years, 

a^d previously to my taking charge of the 
government, there had been no clergyman^ 
resident for ist considerable time. The latter' 
difficulty has been removed ; and it is but justice 
to the House of Assembly to say>*thfit they have 
made a libeml provision for the present rector of 
Saint George, the Reverend Mr. Newman ; but 
I fear it will be some time longer before the 
church will be built, as ten years- have now 
elapsed since an Act passed the Legislature for 
this purpose, and the foundation stdnc has not 
yet been laid." The colonial salary attached to 
the living of St. Gebrge is 1000/. currency per 
annum, computed surplice fees 800/. per an- 
num.t 

• Papers relating to the West Indies, ordered by the House of 
Commons to bo printed 12th July, 1816, p. I . 
t Ibid. p. 25. 
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Saiat Croiii?.'— Governor Harcourt reporUy*-^''The island 
of Santa Gniz it not divided' into parishes, as iu 
His Majesy's ancient colonies ; and although it 
is separated (almost equally) into two districts, 
Aat of Christianstadt and Fr^erii^Mtadty having 
fsgular church estublidunents at each, yet those 
of the latter district being subordinatie to the 
^rmerj^ and each being generally under the 
superintendance and charge of the same minis- 
ters, the whole island may be considered as 
fbrming one parid). The princ^al town (that of 
Christianstadt) and its immediate vicinity, con- 
tains an Englidb, a Panish, a Dutch, and a 
RoQian Catholic church, as also an extensive 
CItablishment of Moravians. The town of 
Frederickstadt contains a Danish ehurch, (alter- 
nately appropriated to the service of that 
congregation and the English,) also a Roman 
Catholic chapel, and a second establishment of 
Mc»avians. For the further details required on 
^is subject, I beg leave to refer your Lordship 
to die inclosed R0ports on each of the religious 
establishments under this Government, together 
with the statements of the respective clergymen 
and others, on which I have generally formed 
Aem, as from my own observation and persona] 
knowle(^e I am perfectly saUsQed with their 
correctness, t cannot however frefuse myself 
the particular satisfaction of drawing your Lord- 
ship's notice to a very gratifying result of one 
part of this inquiry ; namely, |hat out of 28,795 
free coloured persons and slaves, (the total 
of those descriptions in this island,) €9,324 are 
^tuaUy itaitiated by baptism, or recorded as 
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beloogp^g to lome church or rejiigious establish- 
. ment in Saola Cruz ; to each of which two or 
more schools are also attached, for the education 
and rdigious instrpction of die children of 
those perftons/^'* 

• - 

DefiMfarA*-— rGovemor Bentix^ck reports^^ — *^ That the gar- 
rison chaplain is the only clecgyman of tlie 
Church of England^ and performs divine service 
in a chapel built by voluntary subscription, and 
with the assistance of the Colonial Government 
and King's (^hests* The annual salary is 3,200 
Dutch currency from the King^s chest, and 
2,200 Dutch currency from the Colony chest. 
The negroes being in no way whatever prevented 
from attending the places of public worship, the 
English dergymsLU per&rming divine service 
every Sunday purposely, for the coloured people 
indie afternoon, -as the chapei is too small to 
contaia the congregation of the whites and the 
coloured people at one and die same time, 
althou|^ a great luimber betides, .attend in the 
moming."f He adds, that there is a minister of 
the Dutch reformed church,, who receives the 
same salary as the English clergyman *, aiid two 
Dissenting Ministers, for whose support no 
provision is made within the colony. 

Bahanuu^ — Mr.President Mumiings reports, that provision 
out of the colonial fiinds is mide for three 
Miuisters, either of the Chtirch of England, or 
Presbyterians, residing and officiating in the 

♦. .* Papers, &(% p. 27. t Ibid. p. 99, 40, 
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colony ; and for aevenil minor parishei, the cures 
of which sre at present vacant.* 

f. Vincenfs.-^Mr. President Paul reports^ — "That the 
Reverend John Guilding, rector of the parishes 
of Saint George and Saint Andiew^ has a salary 
of 660/. currency per annum^ paid by the 
colony."t 

^tiaciafottpe.— Governor Sir Alexander Cochrane trans- 
ipits the Report of Mr. Du Buc St. Olympe, 
Intendant of the Colony ; who says, in answer 
to the inquiry into the number of parochial or 
other cures of the clergy of the Church of 
England, " II h^y a rien de semblable k la 
Guadeloupe. Cette Colonic se compose de 32~ 
paroisses, dont 10 seulement sont desservies par 
des Pr&tres du Culte Catholique Romain, 
d'appointemens fix^, auxquels foumissent les 
revenues des propriet6s ecclesiastiques. lis ont 
de plus un casuel^ regl6 par un tarif. St. Martin 
a un Ministre Protestant, appeli^ par les 
Planteursy et pay6 par une contribution vo- 
lontaire."t 

'L Thomas. — Lieutenant-Governor- Maclean reports, — 
" There is no church or curate of the Church of 
England ; the religious establishments and wor- 
ship remain, by the capitulation for these islands, 
as they were under the Danish Government. 
The established religion \^as the Lutheran, 
having a church for the clergyman appointed 

• Papers, &c. p. 46, 47. t IWd. p. 77. .t Ihid. p. 79. 
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diereto^ and for ibe Missionary to instruct the 
coloured people; besides which there did^ and 
does now exist in the island of St. Thomas^ 
a Dutch refonned or Presbyterian churchy a 
Roman' Catholic churchy a synagogue for the 
Jewish- worship, two establishments of Mission- 
aries of the sect of tlie Moravians^- or United 
Brethren, for the instruction of the coloured 
people. All the different clei^ymen and teachers 
of religion coincide in their statements, that there 
exist very few, if any of th^ slaves belonging to 
this Government, who have not already attached 
themselves by baptism and confirmation to some 
of the above-mentioned religious establish- 
ments ; and that from the general disposition of 
the coloured people to be instructed in the 
precepts of religion, 'many of them attach 
themselves to different establishments."* 

St. Lucia. — Major-General Wood reports, — ^* That there 
- is not any Protestant Clergyman, Dissenting 
Teacher, nor Missionary, in the.island; the Ca- 
tholic being the only religion prevalent, as well 
on the estates of the few English Planters who 
are settled here, as on those of the French in- 
liabitant8."f 

Jiv'widad.— Major-General Monra's Report is silent upon 
this su&ject ; but the fact is, that, the Protestant 
church, which was burnt in the fiie of 1808, is 
now rebuilding by a grant from Parliament, and 
a salary of SOOl. sterling per annum is paid to 

* Papers, &c p. 82, 84. t Ibid, y, BS, 
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tke Rev. Mr. Claphsm, out of die colonial re- 
v«aue. The Catlwlic pnetta are awintained by 
liieir reqieetiv« coogregtitioBs. 

JSfrmn^la.*— The Report of Governor Sir Jas. CockburR 

^ ttatesy— ^" These idands contain nine parishes, 

' including 12^161 acres: these nine parishes are 

divided into three iivingS| the incumbej;it8 of 

which aie all resident."* 

<9tirwaiii«— -J^ajor-Oeneral Bonham reports,-*-^^ There is 
only one clergyman, the Rev. Richard Austeo, 
of the Church of England, resident in the co- 
lony, vrith a colonial salary of 3,500 guilders, 
and a chapel. He is also garrison chaplain.'' 
The General fardier states, '^ that there is a 
Dutch reformed church, the minister of which 
receives ITfiOOf. per annum from the colony > 
and a Lutheran church, a Roman Catholic 
. .churcb, a Moravian church, a German Jew sy- 
ns^ogue, and a Portuguese Jew synagogue, 
whose ministers are maintained by their re- « 
^ective congregations.'^t 

% 

Cttfflfao.-i— The Rep6rt of Govemol^ Hodgson gives the 
following return of the clergy, &c. resident in 
Curasao : — " The Rev. P. Will, garrison chap- 
Iain, widi a colonial salary of 3Q 1 /. 85. 6d. sterling 
per annum, and 59. per ds^ from the War-OfBce; 
John Anthony Mulier, Lutibcran preacher, paid 
by»Ae voluntary subscription of his congregation, 
except 95^. 48. 9d. sterling, paid him by the co- 

• Papers, &c. p. 96. • t IMd. p. 99. 
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Iq^y; Johumes Jopephus PierOTiaio, Roman 
Ctthdk priepl^ 9idf|i7 (uQcerUiiil) |^ him by 
bU own CQiigreg«timi ; Jncob LfOp^ Fonseca, 
rabbi of the Jewish coi^regatioiiy salary as 
above. The slaves and free people of colour 
are all ehristaied, and profess^ nboost without 
^3iceptioa/.the Roin»n CathoUp |-di^n."* 

f4'nafC4i.-»^Lieut.-Gen. Morrison reports^^'' There are 
19 beneficed elf rgymen^ all of whom receive an 
annual 8^[>end from the iiland^ of 420/. per 
^ annum, subject to ^ deduction of ten p^r cent. 
which is applied toward a fund for the support 
of the widows and children of clergymen dying 
here. The value of the livings varies according 
to the number of the iirixabitants; and in some 
parishes the aurplice fees are considerable, 
particularly in Kingston Spanish Town and St. 
Aiidrews."i* It also appears- from the return of 
. the Mayor of Kingston, that there is one Roman 
Catholic, and two Methodist congregations, who 
maintain their own preachers.f 

Wevis. — ^Tbe Report of the Committoe of the Council and 
AssemUy, to Governor EUiot, states, — ^^ That 
the number of clei^ of th^e Church of England 
actually resident m the said island are three : — 
two holding two lii^ngs each, .and the othef ^ 
single living ; that the aQQual value of the pa^ 
rishes, is some l€|OQO lbs. and others 18,000 lbs. 
weight of sugar each'; that ttiere are no non- 
resident clergy, or curates. That* there are jio 

»Papens^c.p. 102.. f Ibid. p. 103. tlhi<i*\^*^<^« 
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Dissenting Clergymen ^on die island/ but one 
Methodist Preacher, who is supj^cnled by cou- 
tribntions from the inhabitants^ ofkll colours 
and descriptions,"* 

Si. Christopher's, — ^The Report of the Committee of the 
- Council and Assembly to Governor Elliot, states, 
— -'' That the number of parochial cures, of the 
clergy of die Church of England, are nine, and 
the five ministers serving thode cure? are all 
resident in the island. The annual value of the 
benefice of each respective parish is 16,000 lbs. 
weight of sugar, exclusive of all surplice fees. 
There are no curates. That there are du*ee 
ministers of the United Brethrens' church, called 
McHtivians, and four preachers employed in die 
Methodist Mission, for vrhose support no pro- 
vision is made by the island ; but they are 
subsisted by their societies in Europe, and 
voluntary contributions made by their followers 

here."t 

Antigua, — ^The Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Assembly to Governor Elliot states, 
— " That there are in this island six parishes, 
that diere are five rectors of die said respective 
parishes, two. of them being under the direction 
or cure of one rector, all of whotn are now 
resident in this island; that the yearly stipend 
allowed to the rector of the parish of St. John 
is 660/. current money, and to the other rectors 
460/. besides a yearly allowance of from 50/. to 

♦ Papers, 8tc. p. 1^4. t Ibid; p. 139,440^ 
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60/. to each rector, where diere is not a par- 
sonage-house. That the nmnber of Dissenting 
Clergymen^. ^f: persons actipg as preachers or 
teachers of reHgion> now in this island, are four 
deacons of the church of die United Brethren, 
and I two preachers or teachers of religion 
according to the principles and practice of the 
late Mr. John Wesley, That no public pro- 

. . • : vision How is, or: ever has been made, for the 
support of any ministers or preachers, except the 

- ' '[\- • rectors of the. di£ferent parishes in the island; 
' but that Dissenters of every denomination enjoy 
ample toleration and protection, in the. exercise 
of 'their religious worship.""^ 
'I'll. 

Montserrat — The Report of the Committee of both 
Houses of the Legisla(;ure, to Governor Elliot, 
' States the number of parishes in that island to 
be four, two- belonging to each cure ; the number 
of Dissenting Clergymen none, and no estab- 
lishment for them.f 

.-Grenoda.-rThe Report of President Adye, is as follows : 
' -^^ Tlie island of Grenada contains six parishes, 
which form ^two benefices, under two rectors, 
who are priesti of the Established Church, and 
are now resident on their respective cures. The 
ialaqd of Guniacou, which is annexed to the 
Government of Grenada, forms another bene- 
fice,' under die charge = of a rector, who is a 
priest of the EstaUished Ciuirch, and is also 
resident on his cure,. The fixed stipend of each 

• Pj^irn, fcc. p. 141, 142. t Ibid., p. 146. 
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of these rectorl, settled bj aa Act of the Legu- 
htttre hete, and peyable* out of die Colonial 
Treasury^ is 660l* caneiit aomiey per annum, 
besides sniplice fees^ and a certain quantity of 
land in each parish of their respectirt benefices, 
as glebes. OfDissenting Clergymen, or persons 
acting as preachers or teachers of religion, not 
being priests or deacons of the Established 
Chncch^ there are only two in this island ; one t 
Methodist Missionary^ and the othor a Roman 
Catholic priest, each of whom* has a chapel io 
the town of St. George, but neither of whom 
haTe any provision for their support in the island, 
and are maintained by the Yolontary contributions 
of their respective followers and sect."* 

Martinique. — ^The Report of Major-General Wale states, 
— ^^ The only Church Establishment existing in 
die island is the Roman Catholic. The clergy 
consists of an apostolic prefect, and vice-prefect, 
and of the rectors and vicars, as follows.'^ A 
detail is then given of thirty-three livings, 
twenty-five of which \«^ere fiHed, and eight vacant; 
die service of the latter being earned on ad 
iDteriii, by the nearest resident curates. The 
aamual salary of the cleric, t» staled to be 3,537/. 
lOr.sterlii^tft '^ Hie cfaiirdbes are equally free of 
access to the riavea as tD tbe fred people ; and in 
addition to the usual service, exb^ mass is 
poiormed in the laige townt/ibr the' convenience 
of soch slaves' as come td market on a Sunday 
from a distance in the cc»untry."j: 

Pa/>«J«, &c. p. 146. t Ibid. p. 160, Ul. } IM. p. 153. 
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70kr|fiOvH-Sir WSlialii Young jeport0^^->^ There is no 
cburch in die kland, and there is only one regukr 
clergyman, the Rev* -Charles Newton, B. A. 
who officiates oa Sundays m the Great Roongi 
of the Assembly, where a pulpit is erected for 
divine service. Mr. Newton is an excellent 
reader and preacher, and is well attended by a 
fiill congregation ; consisting of the principal 
white inhabttants, and of a numerous assemblage 
of free ^ black and mudatto people, mostly 
women, and who appear very devout. Several 
negro children are brought, every Sunday to 
christen. I am informed, that on most estates 
theTe are many negroes who^have been chris- 
tened, and some who can repeat 'the Lord's 
Pk*ayer, Belief, and Commandments. The 
Creoles, or negro slaves bom in Tobago, are 
diose most docile, and who compose the pro- 
portion of negro commnnity most open to 
instruction in the christian religion. The Afri- 
cans yet in the colony, aVe mostly old people, 
and retaining the prejudices of their country, will 
in some degree keep alive and spread their 
notiotts, an obstacle to the conversion of their 
treole deacendant*. As these" original, and 
a0w aged slaves, pass off, tbe frmctions of the 
Chnstian. Missionary may . have more general 
success. Two Missioqaries fiom the United 
Brethren, have in three years made no progress 
&r distant from t^e town of. Scarborough, nor 
have I perceived any visible effect of their 
Hiissions."* 

• Pftp«rs, lc«. p. 184. 
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Bfritcf.-— The Report of Mr. Adam.' Thomborougliy 
Receiver-General^ fttates^ that there is no Church 
of Etigland establishment, one clergyman doing 
duty in the Dutch language, who is provided for 
by a tax of pne stiver per acre on the land of 
the colony.* 

These Reports, collectively considered, au^Iy 
vindicate the inhabitants of the West India 
Colonies, from the charge brought against 
them, of being adverse, or indiflferent, to the 
cause of Christianity, f On the contrary, 
they shew that the inhabitants of them all, 
have made a liberal provision for the sup- 
port of the teachers of that religion which 
they profess ; and' with the exception of Ja- 
maica, they unanimously concur in stating, that 
my bye-laws, ordinances, or regulations, have 
been made by any corporate body, that restrict 
or regulate the religious worship of slaves, 
or their instructiou in religion, whether by 
teachers of the established church or dissenters ; 
although the charge of having passed such laws, 
is not confined to that colony, but extended in- 
discriminately to others, in the Report of the 
Committee of the African Institution.:}: 

With respect even to the Sectarian preachers, 
the numbers of them who actually officiate in the 

• Papers^ &c. p. 189. t Reasons for Registry, p. 47. J Page 48. 
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different islands, according to the Reports made 
by the Grovemors of the West India Colonies, 
fully disprove the assertion, that any spirit of 
intolerance is shewn towards them ; but prove, on 
the contrary, that they are only interfered with, 
when, like Mr. Tallboys, they preach doctrines 
which endanger the security of the white inha- 
bitants, by exciting the negroes to disaffection 
and revolt. 

* In Jamaica, the Corporation of Kingston 
passed an Ordinance, about seven years ago, 
the preamble of which recites, that 

*' Whereas nothing can tend more to britig true devo- 
tion and the practice of real religion into disrepute, than 
the pretended preaching, teaching, and expounding the 
Word of God, as cotitained, in the Holy Scriptures, by 
uneducated, illiterate, and ignorant persons, and false 
enthusiasts; and whereas the practice of such pretended 
pfeaching hath increased to an alarmiiig degree, anijl 
during such pretended preaching, divers indecent and 
unseemly nobes, gesticulation!^,, and behaviour, often are 
used and take place, to the great annoyance of the neigh- 
bours, and to the, disrepute of religion itself, and also to 
flie great detriment of slaves, who are induced by divers 
artifices and pretences of the said pretended preachers, to 
attend the said irregular assemblies, whereby such slaves 
are continually kept and detained from their owners* 
necessary business and employ, and in some cases the 
minds of slaves have been so operated upon and affected 
by the fanaticism of the aforesaid description of persons as 
to become actually deranged ; Be it tlierefore enacted^ 
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that uo person not beiQg duly audionziod as ii dinscted by 
the laws of this island and of Great Britain, shall preach 
in the city or parish^ without a license." 

The ordinance th^i declares, that persons 
offending shall be punished by fine and imprison- 
ment, if free ; or if slaves, by hard labour in the 
workhouse for a space not exceeding six months, 
or by whipping not exceeding thirty-nine stripest 
or both.* This is what the Iramers of the Report 
of the Committee of the African Institution term 
^' opposing positive prohibitions to the osi/y attain- 
" able means of religious instruction and worship." 
With theni, the instruction of the clergymen of 
the Church of England is nothing, the only true 
instruction is to be obtained from the Sectariau 
preachers ; and thus the authority of the many 
high 4ignitaries of the Church of England, who 
are, members of the African Institution, in the 
natne irf which Society this Report is pub- 
lished, is craftily called in for the purpose of 
making them sanction a libel on that estab- 
lishment of which they are distinguished mi- 
nisters, and acknowledge the superior zeal 
and usefiilness of the Moravian and Medio- 
disticai missionaries. 

The same Reports of the West India Go- 
vernors, refute the charge made against the 

* Papers, &G. p. 106. 
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ccionirts, of iaflictii^ escce^^iv^ pnnishmeiito 
upon their alave& wkh impunity; for they 
Ibmisk eafiw iHT prosecutioo» conviction, and 
punishment, which prove that '^ the laws 
*' paasefi tb^r^ &>r iike protection q£ the slaves 
<< 'against domestic oppression, in the exerr 
** pise of the master's power, ane not mock 
'* laws, made, laughed at, and forgotten.''* 
^ut the .cnieltieB practised by Mr. Huggins 
pf Nevi^, ^nd Mr. Hodges of Tortola, are 
perpetuially mentioned by the African Insti- 
tution^ as common among West India masters 
of slaves ; a mode of argning just as liberal 
and correct, as it would be to characterize the 
whole British population, from the atrocious 
murders committed a few years ago, by two 
or three miscreants in this metropolis. By 
their happy talent, of conyerting exceptions 
into general mles, and general rules into ex- 
t^eptions, they have wonderfully improved the 
art of defamation ! 



An argument in favour of the plan of -estab- 
lishing a R^stry of Slaves in all the British 
Colonies, is attempted to be drawn from the 
supposed case, of ** n^roes being unlawfully 
'^ imported into our cf^onies, but not seized and 
'^ condemned for that cause, and being kept 

* lUMOM^ir Regifttry, p.38. 
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^* in a Wrongful slavfery within the* Bntish do* 
** minions for life.*' As no proof has been 
given that negroes are unlawfully im'porti^ 
into our colonics, this is a corollary drawn 
from an untenable proposition, and of course 
fedls to tbe gVound ; but one supposition is re- 
inforced by another, and it is farther presumed, 
that ** free coloured persons, arid negroes 
** claiming to be free, 'Wiay be taken up and 
^' sold as slaves, for - want of the means of 
•' proving their freedom." 

In support of these ideas, reference is given 
to " the West India newspapers, especially the 
*' Jamaica Gazettes, in which it is quite com- 
** mon to see notices from the Deputy Provost- 
** Marshals office, in respect of negroes thus 
" dealt with, who are advertised to be sold, 
^' unless claimed by somebody that can prove 
" his property as. master." Parties so dealt 
with must eitlier be slaves or free. If a slave 
who is appi-ehended, refuses to declare to 
whom he belongs, he must either be dissatisfied 
with his master, or Jiave committed some 
crime, for which, if identffied, he expects pun- 
ishment; and if sold for want of being claimed, 
although hip master; who loses his property, 
may have just cause of complaint, the slave^ 
who gains his object, can have none. But sup- 
j^ose the party to b^ free. If a free man is 
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-apprehended iu the colony where he resides, he 
can have no difficulty ip, proving his freedom, 
by the testimony of his brother free men. If 
he goes to any other island, he takes a pass- 
port jv^ith him, signed by the Governor of the 
colony he left, virhich he lodges in the Secre- 
tary's Q^ce of the island where he arrives ; and 
this 13 a certificate op. record, which can be re- 
/erred to at any time, Ttnd which places his 
Xreedom out of all possible doubts 

It' frequently, however, happens, that slaves 
who have run £^way from, their masters, and 
both free m^n and slaves who have perpeti'ated 
crimes, escape to some pther island where they 
are unknown ; and as the passport is the 
touchstone of freedonr, so is the want of it, in 
these cases, tlie means of detection, 

' ■ ■ ■ . ^ 

. A few years ago, when British laws were 
expected to b^ established in Trinidad, the free 
coloured people of that island . held meetings, 
and petitioned Governor Hislop, in tlip true 
French revolutionary jargon, that " their place 
" might be assigned them in the new consti- 
*' tution." The names of many of the petition- 
ers being unknown to him or his council, he 
issued a proclamation, calling upon all these 
persons to return themselves at the Secretary's 
office. The proclamation was immediately torn 
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dovrii, and an iti60leilt iM ineendia]^ writio^ 
put up in ite place. This led to a strict inveati- 
gatidn into the character of the parties who had 
signed the petition ; trhen one of them provM 
to be Lucas Prietn', for whose appr^ension a 
large reward had been o^red, as the Hiufdertt 
of the Chevalier de V ouvres at Maitinique ; 
.another, a mulatto wh6 had committed a 
murder at Demerarjr ; and others, persoiis in^ 
eluded in the act of attaindeir, 46v having been 
implicated in the insurrection and massacres at 
Grenada. Hie regulation proposed in the Re- 
port, would be quite useless to honest men, but 
would give effectual protection and impunity 
to such villains as these. 

If the assertions conts^ined in the Report 
were true, that ** on a question of slave Of 
** free, against maxims of universal law, and 
** plain rules of eternal reason and justice, 
** the Colonial Courts have one .short re^ 
*' joinder, his skin is black; that they have 
** absolved the mastefr from the troublesome 
" duty of proving his title, he need only pro- 
** dttce the alledged slave himself, his con- 
" dition is recorded in his face ;''* that " men 
" claiming their freedom, and found in the 
" actual possession of it, and contradicted by 

nobody, are sold into slavery by the police, 

* Reasons for K«pstry^ v* ^« 
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" merely because they are black ;*• not a single 
free black man could possibly be found in the 
West Indies. That they ^e, on the contrary, 
a very numerous and increasing race, is a fact 
proved by the returns made by the Governors 
of the different islands, to be found in the 
Papeps respecting the West Indies, ordered by 
the House of Commons to be piiited the 12th 
of July, 1815. But what have the writers of this 
Report to do with facts, when they can supply 
the want of them by calumnious assertions, im- 
supported by even a shadow of proof? 

The reader is requested to compare the as- 
sertions of the AiSncan Institution, with the 
following extracts fipom the evidence given oa 
oath, before the Committer of the Jamaica 
House of Assembly. 

* Q. What is your present situation, and the nature of 
your coQnection with the island of Jamaica \ 

A. Examinant saith, that he is His Majesty's attorney- 
general, and had been practising at the bar in thb island 

between fifteen and sixteen years. 

• 

Q. Have you been conc^rined in, or present at, the trial 
of any cause(^ of komine replegiando, or of any actions in 
which the right of freedom was tried ? Did you, in such 
cases, remsu'k the dii^position with which the question was 
inquired into and heard, mid what has been the result 
cf your observation i .^ x 

♦ Reasons fur Registry, y . W. 



A. Examinant saithi in the course of mcNre than £fteea 
3^ear8' practice at the bar^ he has been present at several 
trials in causes of homine rep/egiando, jand has himself 
been counsel in some, and has never known or heard of 
a case in which a bias against the plaintiff, on the part of 
the court or jury, was even suspected ;' and he believes that 
the plaintiffs in actions of that nature enter the courts of 
law with confidence that they shall meet with a fair trial. 
Examinant is confident that a black person who contends 
for his freedom in an action of hotline replegiando before 
a Jamaica jury, has as fair play for his demand as a suitor 
before an English jury would have for his character or 
fortune. Examinant has, he thinks he may say invariably, 
remarked that the feeling of the jury has gone with the 
plaintiff. An advocate for the defendant in such a cause 
would, in examinant's ji\dgment, not act discreetly in even 
hinting at any supposed general policy as a ground for 
resisting the plaintiff^s individual claim ; and he is satisfied 
that if he were to make a serious stand upon that grouad, 
with a view of turning the scale against the plaintiff in u 
doubtful case, that he would expose himself to the indignation 
of every part of his audience. The material impediment to 
a black person's asserting his claina to freedom would be 
the expence of the litigation; but examinant believes it 
would be difficult to prove that any claim, within the period 
at least which his experience embraces, was suppressed 
OH that account. The case of Watson against Allen, 
which was an actioif brought to recover damages for ih% 
personal ill-treatment of the plaintiff> and to which the 
defendant pleaded slavery in bar, was instituted by the 
parish of St. Elizabeth, who, examinant believes, paid the 
whole of the expence, although the plaintiff recovered 
damages to the amount of j6230. In any individual case 
which presented a fair cause for in(][uiry, it is, he believes^ 
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beyond a questioil^ that the gratuitous services of counsel 
and solicitor would be at the command of the applicant* 
The causes of Nancy and Others against Rutherfo.rd were, 
he believes, conducted' gratuitously, and they displayed 
throughout, on the part of the. plaintiffs, a degree of ability, 
zeal, and p^seyer^ce, which would have done honour to 
the profe$sioo of the law in any part of the globe, 

Q. Is the title to freedom allowed to be established bj 
reputation, or by any other proof than the production of 
the deed of manumission ? 

A. Exaipinant saith, that iii the case of a descent, be 
supposes that reputation of freedom in thp mother would 
be evidence of freedom in the issue, without any docur 
mentary proof, and reputation even in the party himself 
for twenty years, would, he conceives, establish his right 
to fi'eedom. 

Thomas Witter Jacksoit. 
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Q. Have you been concerned in, or present at, the trial 
, of any causes of homine replegiando, or of any actions hi 
whiph the right of freedom was tried ? Did you in sulch 
cases remfu'k the disposition with which the question was 
inquired into and heard, and w^^t has h^^n die result of 
your observation ? 

A. Examinant saith he has been concerned as counsel 
in the following causes : — -Watson against Allen ; the 
second action of Nancy and Others against Rutherford ; 
Johnson against Johnson ; Campbell against Malcolmi ; 
and Doe, on the demise of Campbell, against Malcolm. 
Examinant was present at the trial of the following causes : 
the first action of Nancy and Others against Rutherford ; 
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at the wvuiiieiit of the demuhvr in the second action 

* 

between those parties ; and at the trial of Recussett against 
Jackson. These are the only causes in which the ri|^t 
to Ireedom was tried, which examinant recollects to have 
occurred since his arrival in this bland. In none of these 
cases did examinant remark any circumstance which could' 
or did excite in his mmd the slightest suspicion diat either' 
the court or jury were influenced by any disposition adverse 
or unfavourable to the assertion and recovery of freedom ; 
-indeed^ on the contrary^ examinant infers a favourable 
disposition from the two decisions of the grand court i» 
Higgins against Rutherford, and Campbell against Mal- 
colm, from the judgment on the demurrer in the second 
homine replegiaudo of Nancy and Others against Ru* 
therfqrd, from the verdict in' that cause, and from the 
mode in which the court left to the jury the case of Doe^ 
on the demise of Campbell, against Makolm. 

Q. Is the tide tp freedom allowed to be established by 
reputation, or by any other proof than tl^e production of. 
the deed of maniunission i 

A. Examinant saith the tide to ireedom is allowed to 
bp established by reputation; in none of the cases to 
which he h^s refeired, in which the plaintifis recover^, 
did they produce any deed of n^finumission to support 
their claim to freedom^. 

William Bubge. 

The practice thus misrepresented J^nd dis-^ 

torted, in the Report of the African Insti-' 

tution, is analogous to, and founded upon, the 

law of England ; according to which, sopicioua 

persons or vagrants are lia,ble to be appre* 
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bonded; and Unless they can gire i^ good ac- 
count of tbemsehresy are sent to the faotise of 
xsorrectioni as rogoes and Tagabonds. The Com- 
mittee who framed this Report have not com- 
plained of this treatment of their own country- 
med/and therefore it may be presumed, think 
it perfectly correct and proper, as applied to 
white m^Q ; the distinction they contend for iis, 
that rogues and ragabonds, if black, ought to be 
p^mnitted to go at large, without restraint or 
nKriestatton. 

It is stated as a proof that the expectation of 
relief to Heroes, who are unlawfully imported 
ftoih Africa^ is hopeless, ''that with all the 
'' reasons that have been noticed for concluding 
*• that the illicit introduction of slaves has been 
*' large in some colonies, and has taken place 
" in some degree in them all, no instance of 
" legal redtfeSB to any of the sufferers has yet 
** been heard of, nor any application to a court 
*^ Or ma^strate on their behalf!'** The returns 
tAade by the Governors of the difierent West 
India Colonies, laid before Parliament,! account 
fbr this circumstance in a more rational manner, 
by shewing that no such persons are to be 
fbtmd in any of them, excepting those where 
Courts of Vice-Admiralty are established ; and 

♦ Reasons for Registry, p. 64. 

t Papers relating^ to the West ladies, prioted 3^1^ la^^^^- 
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that the n^roes brought in . there, and ; coa* 
demned as prize^ have not been sold -as slavesy 
but apprenticed as the Act of Pacliament 
directs. 

The Report asserts, th^-t " if a man were to 
'^ sold with his deed of manumission in bis 
'' hand, it would be perfectly consistent with 
^' t}ie law, and the purchaser would nevertheless 
r have a good title to hold him in slavery fiwr 
" life."* No attempt is made to justify this 
outrageous libel on the Colonial Legislatures, 
by quoting any law which can warrant such a 
construction, and therefore it can only be met 
Y^ith a flat denial. In the uext page but one, 
the heated imagiuation of the Reporter, appears 
to have cooled down into more sober and ap* 
propriate language ; and he applies the following 
expressions to - the forensic proceedings in 
** the colonies," which may be considered as in 
some degree making the amende honorable for 
his preceding unjust and intemperate asper- 
sions. *' There ave limits beyond which local 
" prejudices, however powerful, will not always 
*' be able easily to warj) the administration of 
" public justice. l\\ flagrant cases, a sens^ o^ 
** what is due to character, or even sometimea 
** .higher principles of conduct, may turn thei 
** scale in favour of the oppressed." 

♦ JRcasoiui for Registry, p. GQ^ 
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Reversing the present system, as the Report 
Irecommends, and' ** instead of making tire onus 
" prohandi rest upon the slave to prove that he ^ 
** is free, taking his freedom for granted unless 
" he- can be proved to be a slave," would en- 
courage slaves to ruii away fi-oni their toasters, 
and secure them in the. possession of their 
freedom, as the certain consequence of their 
absconding from the island where they resided, 
to any other where they- were unknown ; thus 
establishing real injustice to guard against an 
hnaginary grievance. In this, as in many other 
instances, a full refutation of the arguments con- 
tained in one part of this Report, may be found 
by turning to another ; for it says, ** It is strictly 
** applicable to the case before us, that in pre- 
" eluding the feissertion of rights, not legally 
''Evidenced, • the law proceeds on a fair pre- 
sumption, that they do not really exist. The 
object is not to take away interests justly 
acquired, but to prevent the fraudulent ac- 
quisition, or claim of them, toi;he prejudice* 
•* of othiers."* 



n 
it 
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If the testimony of slaves agninst their mas- 
ters were ' once admitted in suppdrt of their 
l^laiaais^ta freedom, witnesses would easily be 
fowndy hearty in the cause in whith they appear, 
and looking forward to the establishment of their 

♦ RcaJ^ons for Registry, p. 8iB. 
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own freedom hereafter, by some of their blsck 
brethren, m the very same manaw^ Tbofi would 
a short and effectual process be invented, for 
the emancipation of all the negroes ia the British 
West India Colonies ; and this appews to be titi^ 
aim of this laboured but insidious propositioii. 



Then comes the grand panacea for all these 
imaginary evils, the General R^istrj^ of Slaves, 
and a description is given of '^ the general out- 
** line and effect of this new law, which has 
^* been carried into fiill execution at Trinidad f 
and *\ by an extension of which, with a few 
'^ amendments, to our colonies at large," <lie 
Report says, *^ all the desiderata before indi- 
'^ cated will be fully supplied.'' Before this 
gratuitous concession is made, it may not foe 
thonght unreasonable to examine the aenyts of 
the Order in Council in question. 

This Order in Council, consisting of twenty**' 
dght folio pages, closely printed, writtw in taw 
language, with all the amplification, tautolc^y, 
and ambiguity, whic^ ckarabterizes tbe styltf of 
ge]^€9Ben of Ihat learned professioD, cmofiet^ 
puzzled the waleaiiied comm«»ity to whiM it 
was addressed. What lawyers write^ lawyer^ 
alone can read and understand. So satisfied 
of this truth was the Attomey-GeuCTal of Tri^ 
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uidad, that when this Order made its appear* 
aoice, he issued an advertisem^t in the .Gazette 
of that island, offering his services gratis^ to fill 
up the returns of those ^ho had not the means 
of paying him for his advice ; leaving it to 
"be well understood, that those who could pay, 
should. 

The Order was distributed to the different 
commandants of the quarters, or districts, into 
which Trinidad is divided, only eight of whom; 
out of thirty-five, understood English ;* and the 
commanded were - as little versed in that lAn- 
gu^e/as the commandants. Such was the 
judicious regard paid, in framing this law, to 
the motley character of that population foif 
whose government it was intended. 

Nor were the local circumstances of the 
colony better considered. The communication 
between the eastern and southern parts of the 
island, and Port d'^i^spagne the seat of Govern- 
ment, is by an Indian path, open only during 
the dry season. As soon ^s the wet season 
sets in, the uncultivated interior of that colony 
presets a space of more than three hundred 
square leagues, of impenetrable forests, impas- 
sable swamps, and flooded rivers without ^ 

♦ Their names will prove the others to be foreigners. — Papers 
Mlttinjptp tbeWestlndiec, ord«r«d to be priitted July I3;1815,p. 9^ 



176 

single bridge. Tliis Order in Council, which 
was sent out so as to arrive there just after the 
rainy season had commenced, enjoined ** every 
" person, who should then b6 resident in the 
'^ island, to make a return of their slaves, 
** within one calendar month from and after 
" public notification of the order."* It did 
indeed contain a clause, empowering the Go- 
vernor, if he should think fit, to extend the 
time for another month, on the party applying 
to hidi in person, and giving a satisfactory 
reason for the delay ; and by another clause it 
declared, ^' that all slaves not registered within 
" the period prescribed, should be deemed and 
•' taken to be free." So that a great proportion 
of the inhabitants of Trinidad, had actually 
forfeited all their slaves, under this Order in 
Council, before they had heard, or by any pos- 
sibility could have heard, that such an order 
was in existence. 

The Report states, that '' this Order in 
•* Council was dated the 2Cth March, 1812, 
** and that the registration was completed in 
*' Dec. 1813 ;" observing in a note, that '' tlie 
" delay had arisen from accidents, which it 
" would be tedious and needless to explain." 
The explanation has now been given ; and proves 
that the Order in Council required that to be 

• Order in Coaiicil, p. 3. 
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done within two months, which twenty^ne 
months were found necessary to accomplish. 

But the inhabitants of Trinidad had not only 
reason to complain, that this Order in Council 
was very unintelligible, and that if understood, 
a copfipliance with its injunctions was impos-: 
sible ; they had also great reason to complain, 
of the expence to which it subjected them. The' 
Report terms the fees '' very moderate ;" and' 
states that the produce of them was magnified 
by the complainants, beyond all bounds of pro- 
bability. Those who pay fees,, and , those who 
receive them, seldom agree as to. their reg^on- 
ableness ; nor are the latter always disposed to 
furnish an exact statement of their amount. 
The following is presumed to be correct : 

£ t, i, 

llegistrar's Fees on 25,717 Slaves, at 1*. each* • 1386 17 

.■ 2000 Returns, at IOj. eachf 1000 

— 2000 Certificates, at 10*. each 1000 

— ■ 1000 Searches in the Office, 

at5#. eacht ••• .250 

^ 600 Extracts from Books, 

exceeding 1000 words in 

length, at 2*. each 60 

Commissioners' Fees on 26;717 Slaves, at 6#. each§ 6429 5 

I j^l0i016 2 



* Order in Cooncili^ p. 14. flWd. 

J Ibid, p. 27. §n>fd.p.26. 

fl Improvements upon the Order in Council^ not exA&tl^'^ 
noM by Um strict tenor^ appew to \ivi^ \ifi«DL TDa^% >ak ^% 
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To this -^ amount must be added, the fees to 
counsel for filling up the returns ; the fees for 
framing and administering affidavits, where the 
returns are not made iq due time; the law 
charges incurred by vexatious proceedings, to 
^hich every encouragement is given, by the tre- 
mehdous combination of power formed against 

oiBce of tbe Registrar at Trinidad. For instance. Proprietors 
are obliged to pay his fees, on the slaves who die in the intervals 
between their annual returns ; though it appears rather a solecism 
in finance, to tax people upon their losses. No negro can bs 
sold either at public or private sale, or by any judicial process, 
without a certificate from the Registrar. No claim of property 
in any slave, can be brought forward in any court of justice, 
without a certificate firom the Registrar. No slave can h% 
landed from any other island, without a provisional certificate 
from the Registrar, to serve till the regular period for making the 
returns. No negro, apprehended as a runaway, or for any other 
canse, can be released, (unless by special favour,) without a eer- 
tificate from the Registrar; and if the slave is apprehended 
without the limits of the Government, a petition to th« 
Governor is also necessary, the cost of presenting whicb 
is twenty-four dollars, besides the lawyer's chaige for draw- 
ing it up ; and if any opposition is made to the cUin, the ex* 
pence is such, that tbe owner fiilds it cbeaper to abandon, than 
to pursue it. 

All registered negroes, claimed under mortgages, or by judicial 
processy or the property of minors or absentees, pay a tax of ten 
sliillings per head ; and unless the tax be regularly paid, execu- 
tion issues, without any personal application being made to tha 
mners. The executions issued, and lodged with the Provost- 
Marshal, for the non-paymcut of this tax, are estimated at near 
two hundred. Each execution costs twelve dollars, ahd it 4$ 
SMid, that one half of this fee is paid to the Governor; and that 
the other half is divided between the Secratary of the Coart, Uip 
iiep§tr», and the Marshal. 



179 

individuals by this Order in Council, the Attor- 
ney-General having his feejB upon the prosecu- 
tions, and the Governor dividing the fines with 
the informer.* To make any accurate estimate of 
these charges, is impossible ; but those who know 
the heavy expence at which law proceedings 
are carried on in the West Indies, will admit 
that, in all probability, they amount to a much 
larger sum, than the direct fees to the Registrar 
and the Commissioners. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that the Cabildo sent home a memorial, 
stating that the whole expence of these returns, 
under the Spanish Government, was 2000 dollars, 
or £500 sterling per annum, which was allowed 
the Commissary of Population, without any 
contingent charges whatever ; and praying that 
the returns might continue to be made at that 
office, with such new regulations as might be 
thought expedient, by which means the object 
in view would be attained, without any addi- 
tional burden being imposed upon the inha- 
bitants.! 



mM 



♦ Order in Coancil, p. 26. 

t In addition to the amoant of the burdens imposed upon tlM 
inhabitants of Trinidad by this Order in Council, which have, 
already been stated, are to be added, the salary of the Registrar, 
j£500 per annum, and his house rent, 4^300 per annum. The 
frequent attendances required by the llegistrar, of parties who 
reside at the remotest extremities of the Island, are also a great 
griefance, both in point of inconTenience and expence. Abovv 
all, the enormous exactions le?ied upon them in another niod«, 
may be estimated, in some degree, ^^ ^)bA& wa^^ tM^\ ^euX^oK^ 
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A \cty exceptionable clause in this' Order in^ 
Council, is that which requires all parties to 
insert ** in the eighth column of every return, 
''^ Whether the slave has any and what marks 
** or seams, not only on the lace, but on other 
** parts of the body f and *• any bodily singu- 
" larity, defect, or defonnity.''* This clause 
can only be complied with, by stripping all the 
slaved stark naked, and obliging them to im- 
dergo the examination which it enjoins. So 
that masters are required to perform this office 
upon their female slaves, and even female 
proprietors upon their male slaves. Decency 
shudders kt the very idea ! and yet tliey must 
"cither submit thus to outrage every feeling of 
delicacy, or run the risk of forfeiting their 
slaves ; for such is the penalty attached to any 
incorrectness in the returns, 

' It may be said, that it is possible for masters, 
^o execute this task by female deputies ; but to 
whom is it to be confided ? There are very few 
^hite "women resident upon West India estates; 
and none of them can be expected to perform 
this office, upon slaves belonging to other 
persons. If the female slaves are employed 

M^^B^— — — ■— .—ir* ^.^WM— — — — ii— ■ I i.ii 

■Iborteen huntlrcd judicial prooesaes are sttted to ha?e- been 
entered in the difforeDt tribunais of that Colony, in' Tirtae of 
this Order in Council. 
K * Order in Congie^y ^, ^ 



181 

to examme one another, they necessarily have 
an opportunity of reciprocally securing each 
other's emancipation. Mistresses of slaves, if 
they entrust this duty to their managers or 
overseers, invest them, in like manner, T^itb the 
power of emancipating what slaves they please, 
by suppressing any of the particulars required 
in the return. This clause places proprietors 
of slaves in the awkward predicament, of either 
violating decency or hazarding their property. 

In like manner, the Commissioners who are 
appointed under this Order in Council, and 
required " by personal inspection of the slaves, 
** to verify and correct, the said registered re- 
** turns,* must necessarily, in the performance 
" of their duty, oblige all the females, as well 
^^ as males, to strip, and undergo this very 
*' decent scrutiny." 

r 

This extraordinary ceremony excited great 
^arm, at first, in the minds of the ignorant 
slaves, who considered it as a prelude to some 
terrible punishment. The more enlightened 
among them, compr^iended enough of its 
nature and object, to know that something was 
going on about Hkem^ i^ the mother countr}* ; 
and the eflTect of this foreign interference has 
been to lessen th^ sense they before entertained 

* Or4er m Council, p. 24* 
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of the authority of their masters, and to give 
them confused notions of looking ekewhert for 
protection and freedom. 

By another clause in this Order in Council, 
every slave who chooses to claim his freedom, 
has a right to be put in suit with his master, 
and withdraw himself from his service, under 
the protection of the Grovemor, till the judgment 
of the Court shall be pronounced;* without 
any redress whatever being provided for the 
master, however unfounded the claim of the 
slave may prove to be, who, on the contrary, is 
at ofice released from his service, without giving 
any proof of his title to freedom. 

The testimony of slaves is admitted, by this 
Order in Council, both in their own cause, and 
in the cause of each other ;t and the master has 
no remedy in case of an erroneous decision of 
the Registrar, but by an appeal,:}; the inevitable 
expence of which is three times the value of 
the slave. The admission of the evidence of 
persons, many of whom have no idea of the 
nature or obligation of an oath, is an alarming 
innovation in colonial jurisprudence, and occa- 
sioned a great ferment in Trinidad. 

A provision is made in this Order in Council, 

• Order in CounGil, p. 19. flb-P'^C- Jlb.p.22. 
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that the default of the mortgagor in possession 
flhall not prejudice the right of the mortgagee, 
who is entitled to immediate possessioti if the 
mortgagor should fail in making his returns ;* 
but as in case of such failure, the negroes not 
returned " are taken and' deemed to be free,** 
they will probably, instead of waiting till the 
mortgagee in Europe can take possession of 
them, take themselves off at once to the Spanish 
Main, where they may remain free for ever. 
This clause, therefore, greatly endangers the 
security of British mortgagees ; and has obliged 
many of them to incur the expence of eai- 
ploying attornies, to see that the injunctions of 
this Order in Council are complied \yith by the 
mortgagors. 

These are some of the objections to wfeich 
the Order in Council referred to is justly liable; 
and if this measure, so highly extolled by the 
African Institution, has such glaring defects, 
what caution ought not the Legislature to use, 
ill venturing upon those other new and untried 
experiments, to which this is cited as a prelude, 
and intended to serve as a model. 



The framers of this Report are aware> that 
Parliamentary enactments to enforce theRegistry 

* Order in CouQcil, p. I&l. 
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of the Slaves, would be considered as An aftemfft 
to extend the constitutional limits of the juris* 
diction of the mother country over her colonies. 
For a long time past, the colonies, either under 
royal instruction or royal charter, have enjoyed 
the privilege of making laws for themselves, in. 
all matters of internal regulation, subject to the 
confirmation of the Crown. His Majesty's 
Proclamation of October 15th, 1763, which 
may be considered as the charter of the nunier 
rous colonies, ceded by France to Great Britain 
by the treaty of that year^ runs thus : 

^ ''We have also given power to the said Governors, 
with the advice of our said Councils, and the Represen- 
tatives of the people to be summoned as aforesaid, tp 
make, constitute, and ordain, laws, statutes, and ordinances, 
for the public peace, welfare, and government of our said 
Colonies, and of the people and inhabitants thereof, as far 
as may be agreeable to the laws of England, and under 
mich regulations and restrictions as ar^ used in the other 
Colonies." 

These words clearly give them a jurisdiction, 
but limit it to matters of internal regulation. 
The consent of the Governors is necessary, to 
give the acts of the Coimcils and Assemblies; 
the force of law ; and as a farther check upon 
their proceedings, copies of all their acts are 
sent home, for the consideration of the King in 
Council, and if not allowed within a certain 
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period, become null and void. So tUat the acts 
of. the Colonial I^egislatures, receive the double 
sanction of His Majesty's Government ; first in 
the consent of the King's representative, acting 
under their instructions abroad ; and then in th« 
approbation of the Ministers for the time beings 
at home; a circumstance which might have 
exempted them, from some of the obloquy witk 
which they are mentioned by the Committee of 
the African Institution. 

Most of the instances stated ia the Report, 
of laws passed at home, interfering with the 
rights of the Colonial Legislatures, appear, 
when examined, to be either acts made to 
regulate the external trade and navigation of 
the colonies, (which the Report admits, *' have 
** certainly been the purposes wliich have 
" most commonly invited the exercise of the 
** jurisdiction in question;"*) or laws passed, 
either at the request, or for the benefit, of 
those interested in the colonies \\ to confii'm 
and extend the operation of their acts, to give 
validity to their securities, and to legalize their 
loans, at a higher rate of interest than is allowed 
in Great Britain. 

The right of regulating external trade and 
fouavigation, was originally reserved by the parent 

* Reasons for Res^ttry^ p. Oa 
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L^8 ature, and has uniformly been exet- 
cised, by naral and custom-honse officer^ 
appointed for that purpose; (an exception to 
the general rule, which may be said to prove 
the rule itself;) but the only right of internal 
legislation, that ever became a question between 
Great Britain and her colonies, the great right 
to which all others are subordinate, the right of 
taxation, wa^ solemnly conceded to them by the 
18th of George III. with the exception of only 
such duties, as it might be expedient to impose 
for the regulation of commerce ; the produce 
of which, was to be applied to the use of the 
colony in which they should be levied. 

Admitting, however, as the fact is, that the 
mother country has occasionally interfered in 
the internal regulations of the colonies ; does 
it follow, that because they made no remon- 
strances in cases of trifling importance, they 
are precluded from making a stand, when their 
property and even their existence are at ha- 
zard? or, that having once acquiesced in the 
exercise of this right, whether from negligence, 
or a spirit of conciliation and forbearance, they 
are for ever barred, under any circumstances, 
from inquiring upon wh^t principle, consistent 
with the British Constitution, they can be called 
upon to surrender th^ privilege they have so 
long enjoyed, of legislating for themselves ; and 
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submit, in future, to laws enacted by a I^arlia- 
ment in which they have no representatives ? 

The British empire consists of different com- 
ponent parts, under one common head. Under 
i^ch a Constitution, nothing but the cold dead 
uniformity of servitude, could prevent the su- 
bordinate parts from possessing local privileges ; 
ajrid it may occasionally be very difficult to 
draw the precise line, between those privileges 
and the supreme common authority. Such is 
the case, with the right of the mother country 
to pass laws, affecting the internal regulation of 
her colonies ; it is one of extreme theoretical 
delicacy and great practical danger; it has been 
the subject of contest twice, within the memory 
of the present generation, and the result has 
not been such as should dispose us lightly to 
hazard a third experiment. In the instance of 
America, it terminated in the independence of 
that great n^^ss of British Colonies; and in 
the instance of Ireland, in a series of concession 
after concession on the part of Great Britain, 
till the question was at length happily set at 
rest by the Act of Union, which incorporated 
the Legislature of Ireland into the Imperial 
Legislature of the United Kingdom. 

Great Britain, whatever general claims she 
may have asserted, has never yet attempted to 
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htforce the exercise of this right, upon her West 
India Cdlonies, The Abolition of the Slave 
Trade^ was only an act of external limitation 
and exclusion; and with whatever pertinacity 
some individuals may be disposed, to maintain 
the right of internal controul, none would pro- 
bably recommend the expediency of its exer- 
cise, except as a dernier resort, in case of 
some urgent necessity, some flagi*ant abuse, ob- 
stinately persisted in by the Colonial Legisla- 
tures, in despite of every admonition on thp 
part, of the mother country. If any there be^ 
who would wantonly and uselessly involve 
Great Britain and her colonies in the agitation 
of this question, they must be actuated by the 
most intolerant spirit of tyranny and oppres- 
sion ; and can only hazard such a step, on the 
presumption that the West India Colonies are 
too weak to conquer their independence like 
America, or to present that formidable array of 
national preparation, which established the 
claims of Ireland. 

Such is the spirit manifested by those con- 
stitutional guardians of the rights of the people, 
the Edinburgh Reviewers, who, in this case, 
forgetting all their wonted principles, and subp 
stituting might for right, affect to despise the 
impotence of what they term " West India 
** clamour and swagger;"* who ridicule the 
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idea of the West Indies following the example 
of America, by saying, that " what was bold- 
ness in the one case would be impudence in 
the other;'' and that " England must' be re- 
** duced very low indeed, before she can feel' 
greatly alarmed at a Caribbee Island, like 
Lord Grizzle in Tom Thuuib, exclaiming^ 
** * 'Sdeath, I'll be a rebel/ ""* This is just the 
language that was held by some equally sa- 
pient politicians, and redoubted Generals, on 
the first breaking out of the disturbances be-- 
tween Great Britain and her Colonies in North 
America ; when a General Officer declared in 
the House of Commons, that he would march 
through America, from one end to the other, 
with a thousand men. Every considerate mind 
must deprecate this qontemptuous noianner of 
treating the Colonists ; for if aay thing can 
drive men to desperation, and decide them: tt» 
hazard every extremity, it is thus adding instilt 
to injury. This is indeed at once throwing the 
sword into the scale, and putting an end to that 
dispassionate discussion, which alone can re- 
concile the rights X of the colonies, with the 
dignity of the mother country, and the interests 
ef humanity. 



Whatevier may be the opiniottof the Edinburgh 
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Reviewers and the Committee of the African In« 
stitution, respecting the unimportance of a con- 
test between Great Britain and her West India 
Colonies, it is fit the public should form their 
judgment, on a knowledge of the proceedings 
adopted by the West India Houses of Assem- 
bly, in consequence of this threatened attempt 
of the Imperial Parliament, to interfere with 
their right of internal legislation. 

In Jamaica, a Committee of the House of 
Assembly made the following Report, dated 
the 31st of October, 1815 : 

*' Your Committee appointed to take into consideratioii 
the copy of a Bill which appears to have been introduced 
into the House of Commons of Great Britain, and printed 
by its order, entitled ' A Bill for effectually preventing the 
unlawful Importation of Slaves, and the holding Free 
Persons in Slavery in Britbh Colonies ;' the information 
which has been transmitted by the agent on the subject of 
the said Bill ; and to report their opinion of the measures 
which ought to be adopted by the House to prevent the 
said Bill being passed into a law : 

*^' Have given their best attention to the matter referred 
to them, and are of opinion that a more solemn investiga« 
tion ought to be instituted than the present Committee 
have powers to make, by the examination of evidence, 
under full powers from the House ; they therefore beg leave 
to recommend the appointment of a larger Conmiittee, to 
iD9uire into the proceedings which have taken place im, 
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Great Bfitaiii, - to induce the Imperial Pwiiament to 
entertain the question of enacting a law to compel th« 
Registration of the Slaves within this Island, under grievous 
pains, penalties^ and forfeitures, ai^d to rc^rt the effect of 
such a law, if enacted, on tlie constitutional rights and pro« 
perty of the inhabitants, and the measures which thejf 
think best adapted for preventing so great a calamity. 

^^ To inquire into the allegations and facts assumed by 
the preamble and enactments of a Bill said to be priate4 
by order of the House of Commons, entitled ' A Bill for 
effectually preventing the unlawful Importation of Slaves^ 
&c. in the British Colonies,' and to examine evidences lo 
ascertain whether there be any foundation for the saifl 
allegations, as far as regards Jamaica, or my probability 
diat a clandestine importation of Slaves shall in future be 
attempted. 

'^ To investigate the present condition of the Slaves^ 
compared with their state in former times, and to report 
whether any improvements or amelioration in their situ- 
ation, can be accomplished by legal enactments, with 
safety to the community and diie regard to the sacred 
fights of property. 

^^ To refute the calumnies which have been circulate^ 
with the weight derived from the name of the Aincaa 
Institution, in respect to the wanton oppression said to be 
exercised over the said population, and the misrepresenii^ 
tions of the condition of the free persons of colour, as far 
as the Committee shall think such calumnies and misre- 
presentations likely to influence the Members of Parlisi^ 
ment in their proceedings on the measures contempkted 
by th« said Bill 
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''At some time most elapse before the examination caa 
.be completed of all the witnesses ^ho may be diought 
necessary for establishing the facts which must form the 
basis of a Report, refuting the calumnies and miarepre- 
•entations that appear to have been indnstriou^y circu* 
lated, to influence the proceedings of Members ; and as it 
should seem diat the BiH above mentioned is to be taken 
np early in the next Session of Parliament, the Committee 
beg leave to recommend, that the House should, without 
delay, take into consideration tiie constitutional question 
arising out of the said Bill as printed, which proposes to 
exercise the most extensive and oppressive powers of 
legblation within this Island, and to inflict penalties abd 
levy fines, fees and gratuities, not connected with com- 
mercial regulations, on the inhabitants. 

'^ This question is not necessarily connected with die 
facts to be established by evidence, and it appears material 
that the Imperial Parliament and the Ministers of his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent should, through our 
agent, be apprized of the sentiments of the House on this 
most important subject, before the discussions on the said 
Bill under its consideration. 

'* The Committee have drawn up and annexed to tiiis 
Report certain resolutions, declaratory of what they con* 
nder to be the constitutional and unalienable rights of the 
inhabitants of Jamaica, and with great deference submit 
the same to the judgment of the House." 

This Report was followed up by the annexed 
' Resolutions, which weire agreed to imanimously: 



.» 



^^ HipsoLYEDj 1. That the free Bi\U<s!ki wvbjacts wko 
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conquered and settled in Jamaica^ or have mce reiiioVe4 
to aod established tbeniselves in this island, are bouiid bf 
the like allegiance as every other subject of the realm^ and 
carried with them, have enjoyed, and ought of right to 
enjoy^ all liberties and immunities of free and natural bom 
tubjects, to all intents and purposes, as if they had been; 
bom and remained within the realm, modified and adapted 
to their peculiar situation as colonists : And particniarlj 
have enjoyed, and ought of right to enjoy, so long as- their 
Knights and Burgesses are not called to sit in Parliament, 
a distinct and entire civil government, of the iilee powers, 
pre-eminence, and jurisdictions, within die said island, as- 
are established in the British government, in respect of 
the British subjects within the realm ; which government, 
according to the constitution of Jamaica, is composed of 
his Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ireland, add 
Lord of Jamaica, the Council appointed by his Majes^, 
and the Representatives of the People, freely elected, and 
met in general assembly. 

" 2- That the most important of the rights, privileges, 
iramainties, and franchises, which are inherent in British 
Mbjecta as th^ birthright, and have by them been 
brought to this island, is to consent to those laws by 
which they are to be governed, by the exercise of the right 
to send their Representatives to the said General Assembly, 
who, with his Majesty, and the Council, can, and of right 
ought to do, all such acts and matters of legislation, 
respecting the internal government of the island, as the , 
Imperial Parliament can do within the United Kingdofit 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 

** 3. That it is the peculiar privilege of the free British 

ittl!gects settled in Jamaica, by their Representatives met 

o 
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ih General Asscmblj/ to give and grant all aids and subn- 
dies to his Majesty ; and to impose all rates, tluties, taxes, 
fees, fines, or penalties whatsoever ; and that laying and' 
levying any taxes, fees, fines, or penalties, other than 
such' duties of customs as are mere regulations of trade, 
on the inhabitants, by any other authority than the Le- 
gislature of this l«land, composed as aforesaid, is alto- 
gether unconstitutional, and a violation of tlieir dearest 
rights. 

'^ 4. That the inhabitants of this Island have not had 
the liberty and privilege of electing and seeding any 
Kmghts and Burgesses or others, to represent them in 
the High Court of Parliament, and explsdn the condition 
of their country, and ought not to be bounden by laws, or. 
touched and grieved by subsidies, fees, or penalties, 
enacted, granted, and imposed, without their assent, 
other than such external regulations, in respect of com- 
merce, as are necessary for the common weal of. the 
Empire. 

'^ 5« That the inhabitants of this Island have always 
acknowledged the power and authority of Parliament ta 
make all laws necessary for the general benefit of the 
Empire, or affecting the whole subjects thereof, for 
regulating our external relations, navigation^ trade, and 
commerce, and have not been disposed captiously 
to raise difficulties about the ei^act limits between thi» 
constitutional jurisdiction and this right of internal 
legislation. 

'* 6. That this Committee does further, with grief, ac- 
knowledge that the British Parliament has in fact, but not 
of right, made divers laws by which the inhabitants of thia. 
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Island are grieved and touched, by being deprived of the 
benefit of cross-examining the evidence exhibited by 
British Creditors in our Courts^ and by an extension of 
the powers of the Court of Admiralty^ unknown in the 
mother country, and unnecessary here ; by which the ■ 
inhabitants are deprived of their property, without the 
intervention of a jury. 

'^ 7. That it has been the received opinion that many of 
these laws originated firom causes which existed in th^ 
Colonies that formerly were subject to Grreat Britain in 
North America; but it was hoped that laws so sub^rsive 
of constitutional principles would not be further drawn 
into precedent, and especially that it would .never be 
proposed to offer, greater violence to the Constitutional 
rights of this Colony, whose loyalty and attachment to flift; 
mother country have ever been unimpeachable. 

'^ 8r That we have seen with surprise and concern the 
draught of a Bill said to have been printed by order of the 
Commons House of . Parliament^ entitled V A Bill for 
effectually preventing the linlawful importation of slaves, 
and the holding free persons in slavery, in tKe Britirii 
Colonies,' which assumes a right of legislation within the 
island upon a subject of mere municipal nidation and 
internal police, exercises a power over the estates and 
property of the inhabitants, imposes the most grievous 
penalties and. forfeitures, to be inflicted at the will o^ 
^.single officer, without trial by jyry, and levies fees and 
gratuities to the use of the said ofBcer and others, on the 
inhabitants, not given or consented to by their Represen- 
tatives in General Assembly; by. which enactments, 
j^allies, forfeitures, and asseasmen^, not only the c<m(|^ 
tutional right of internal legislation is infringedi but the. 
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pledge^ in^reqiocVof taxation, gives to the Coloiiiea by tbc 
Statute of la Geo. 3. c 1% ib vklaled. 

''dw That tkt laws faw aboUshing th« Slave Trad* bjr 
the Briliih Padiaiaent, altiu>iigh. ii^unoiis to tiha propeaty 
of a gseal psoportk^ of th« inhabitaate, have beea aisqiu- 
esced in with good fiaith, and no attempt^ have, ever heea 
made in this island to evade the said laws or any of thepcu 
And tkia House dodi pledge, itaetf fosthwilb to enter into 
an inxestigation of the fiwts^ and ta eataUial^ by testimomjD 
the mosfe irrefragable, that n^ ilfioil; trade in slaves has beeit 
earned on in this iahmd, and that all dM. a^kgalioos mada 
Uk the preamble, or aanimed by- the enactmenta of the said 
Bill, as printed, of an illegal eommefce is ^Smcumor oth^r 
slaves, having been earned on ia Jamaica, are vtHily^ 
unfounded^" 

Among the Leward Islands, the L^slature 
of St. Vincent's took the lead,, in point of [pri- 
ority ; and is the only onje whose proceedings 
ha^y^ yet b^n received in, this country- They 
^]^ passed IiQsolu,tion3 wiaoAmpiisly^ dat^ 
th<9 Idtik of Octobei; la^t» o£ i/^hkh tiiiQ ibUawin^ 
is the substance : 

^ That they consider the interference of the Ikuporial 
Parliament in the internal regulations of the Colonies, aft 
an infraction of those original rights under which B^sh 
subjects were inAiced to settle in them. 

^ Hiat they trail the Hooee of* Co'mmoBS' sets too great 
a vahie on ^ir own rights- and privileges, and on th« 
westimMe^ blessings of civil liberty enjoyed by tbeil* 



fisH^vt'-Wbjettt ftt h^tti^) t6 be iic^MMry ItO die' Wi^stiog 
#f them from th<eir ieUoW«^ubjeet9(s $blrotid> itt li dkttuit 
tlepMdeticy of the E^jHrig ; attd that they t^ m>t enforce 
li tymnniciftl sjst^eM^ to^t^ly tH^enuse they poMiesd that 
^ysical pxy^rtc, M4iich they thitiJc th^m uAable to rettist. 

^' 'that it kan bei^fli th«if ia¥«iiAbfe ^Mi «Mi itttetttiott^ u 
^aiHttk i^ ibk MrictMt taanilef the pfotlMoni of th^ 
Abolition Acts ; that th^^y Ate ribftcly te cdtlcUi' i^ AHy 
iineasures that Ministers or Parliament shall suggest^ as 
toeceMLry to pr^vetit th^ illiGit ilnpoittifibn of slfttieB from 
Africa; but ddny the fact that any such importation exists^ 
lind declare the assertions in the Rep<Ht of the Africal;^ 
Institution to be a false and wicked calumny. 

''That although; in 18 14, they passed a law, entitled, 
' an Act to enforce a General Aetum of White Servants atii 
Slaves/ ift ^Mth thi^ a)]^ticipatfed Hisiny of the provisioti« 
and regulations ptuposed in the Re^^tty Bill, they are 
trilling, in deference to th^ prev^ilitag B^fatiM^tits of tfa^ 
laother country^ to acquiesce in any other ineastnre vrtiich 
inay be deemed necessary ; and as a proof of th^ sincerity, 
will immediately prepare a Bill for the most minute aod 
complete Registry, comprehending all of Mr* Wflb^- 
force's Bill that can be adopted, consistent with the safety 
of the free inhabitants, an4 tlie tinenlightened minds 
of the slaves^ 

t 

'' That diey do not supplieate the mercy^ but nicely 
demand that justice and moderation at the hands of the 
mother eouiltfy, which should not b^ ti'ithheld tttna men 
irih6 ckmtribtite so mateHirily to the f eddurce^l ttA aggnin* 
l^i^ement of tbe^ parent ttat^f 
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'' That commumcations be immediately opened with 
the different Legislatures in the West Indies, requesting 
theit concurrence, in arranging a geperal plan of oppo* 
sition to the threatened interference of the Britisk 
P^Iiament with their right of internal Legislation ; in 
order that the representations sent home may express the 
unanimous, sense of die White inhabitants in the Qolpnies, 
framed in mutual concert, actuated by one impulse, and 
connected in principle and opinion." 

Thus the unjust aspersioos and unfounded 
calumnies of the Committee of the Africsui 
Institution, have excited a general feeling of 
indignation throughout the British West India 
Cplonies ; and Mr. Wilberforce ^ Bill, founded 
upon them, has led to the plan of a General 
Congress, for the purpose of making a con;impn 
cause, and uniting in common measures, in sup- 
port of what they conceive and declare to be th^ir 
just and inalienable rights. In this critical state 
of things, unless the wisdom of His Majesty's 
Ministers interferes, in time to allay the ga- 
thering storm, consequences of the most serious 
import may be apprehended, 

r 

An eminent political writer, speaking of the 
British Colonists, Says, — 

f' Masters of slaves are by £Eur the most proud ancl 
f'; jealous of their freedom. Freedom is to them, not only 
" an enjoyment, but a kind of rank and privilege. No J 
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*' eeeiog there, that freedom, as in countries wher^ it is ^ 
^ common blessing, and as broad and general as the air, 
" may be united with much abject toil, with great misery,* 
** with all the exterior of servitude, liberty looks among 
'^ them like something that is more noble and liberal. 
" Such were all the ancient commonwealths ; such were- 
*' our Gothic ancestors ; such, in our days, were the 
" Poles; and such will ever be, aH masters of slaves who" 
^ arc not slaves themselves. In them, haughtiness coni*. 
'' bines with the spirit of freedom, fortifies it, and ren*^ 
" ders it invincible."* 

It would be degrading to the memory of: 
that gTeat man, who wrote and spoke . ojx. 
colonial subjects with a prophetic spirit, to 
compare his observations, founded on a deep 
knowledge of human nature, with the super*-; 
ficial and flippant remarks of the jBdinburgh 
Reviewers, Whether the haughty spirit of the; 
White inhabitants in the West Indies, may or 
may not submit to superior force, one ih\hg 
is certain, that Great Britain cannot make tha' 
experiment, without forfeiting the confidence^ 
and alienating the affections, of that class of^ 
her subjects. The British West India Colonies- 
labour under greater disadvantages than thps^, 
of any other European Power; for although^ 
exempted from direct taxation, the double, 
monopoly to which they are subj^otqdy oi;' 
lieceiving all their supplies from, tjad shipping^. 

♦ Burke's Workf, 8vo; «diU ^ol* UL 5^« %4V '^ 



all their produce to the mother couiitry, com- 
prehends within itself every possible species of 
taxation, and renders the whole of their m- 
dustry contributory, in an unexampled degree, 
to the increase of her commercial greatnefts 
and naval power. Their only compeuaation 
for this disadvantage, is, that they ^'oy the 
blessings of a free Government ; that they are 
admitted into a participation of the privileges 
and benefits of the British Constitution. De- 
prive them of these, and the tie that attaches 
them to the mother country will at once be 
broken; the charm that has secured theii; 
loyalty, under the most trying hardships, will 
at once be dissolved. They- will brood, in 
sullen silence, over their lost rights ; and me* 
ditate the means by which they may hereafter 
be regained. 

The Abb6 Raynal has predicted, that the 
West India Islands wiU one day belong to 
America, on accoiint of their natural depen- 
dence upon her for the great necessaries of 
life; and the accomplishment of this predictipn 
is likely to be hastened, by< the intemperate 
counsels of the African Institution* Wh«i the 
constitutional rights of the Colonies were in* 
¥aded^ the Stamp Act wsus burnt as publicly 
in tli« British West India Islands, as in t^e 
Americm Colooii^St tUougjbk th^ contest be- 
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tween the mother country and the latter, after^ 
wards turned upon points in which the formet 
had no conc^em ; and nothing can be so likely 
to bring ^.bout an union between the remiaining, 
and the revolted Colonies of Great Britain, as 
a new dispute concerning legislative rights. 
The hostile spirit of America towards this 
country, and her ambition to become a great 
naval power, -would induce her to watch the 
iBrst favourable opportunity of supporting th^ 
West India Colonies, in asserting that indepen- 
dence which she herself established ; and to feii 
the embecs of rising discontent among them 
into a flame, in order to sever those valuable 
possessions from Great Britain, and unite them 
to her own Government. 

Those who propose an innovation upon 
(established systems, are bound to shew either 
the urgent necessity, or evident utility, of the 
measure they recopamend ; but the AiHcaii 
Institution call upon Parliament to adopt a 
^at and dangerous innovation, upon that 
system under which Great Britain and hef 
Colonies have so long mutually prospered, 
without proving any real necessity, or holding 
out any actual prospect of advantage. So far 
from keeping in mind the sage admonition, 
given by Louis I8th to his . two Chaiiibers, 
f^ never to forget that the dangers of i\u\<^x^cs<Qk 
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** are not far remote from the advanjtages of 
** melioration/' they seem to consider these 
terms as synonimous. 
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Much special pleading casuistry is resorted 
iOy in order to shew that the R^stry of Slaved 
in the West India Colonies, can only be estab- 
lished by Parliament ; and it is roundly asserted j 
that the work, if left to the Colonial Assem- 
blies, certsiinly will not be done ; that Parlia- 
ment may express its wishes by Addresses^ 
" and that wish will, as before, be treated 
** with contempt; that the Assemblies, in the 
next place, are not only averse to the work^ 
but unequal to it."* That part of these 
assertions, which decides what they will or 
will not do, before they have been tried, ahd 
w hich states their aversion to a measure, which 
lias never been proposed to them, is at least 
premature, aiid will be proved or disproved 
hereafter, by experience and the evidence of 
facts ; but the question of their being une(^ual 
to the work, may be ai^ed now. 

It is asserted, that *' the separate Colonial 
Legislatures, want that comprehensive juris- 
diction which is necessary to give full effect 
** to the proposed Registry, as a general 

♦ Bcasons for Re^itn? v'^W • 
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** system ;" and it is added, that ** an Act of 
" Grenada lias no force in Montserrat, ni(^r an 
*' Act of St. Kitt's in Jamaica.''* Certainly not v 
but it is obvious, that if a law to the same effect 
were passed in each of those islands, it would 
be in force in them all, which would come to the 
very same thing. It is then stated, that *' the 
^* Legislature of Nevis, having no power to 
" ordain that the, slaves in the neighbouring 
*' islands of St. Kitt's, Montserrat, or Antigua, 
^* should be registered according to rules 
'' adopted by itself, could take no security 
*' that slaves should not be fraudulently put on 
** the Registers of those islands, to be trans- 
" ferred by exportation to its own.^f But surely 
the Legislatures of St. Kitt's, Montserrat, and 
Antigua, may guard against slaves being frau- 
dulently put on their Registers ; and therefore 
the co-operation of Nevis is altogether unneces- 
sary. " A St. Vincent's Registry Act could not 
'' appoint that jan offence against itself might be 
"punished in the Courts of Grenada, if the 
** offender were found in that Island.":}; No; 
l^ut the local authorities in Grenada would do 
what is \ now constantly done in the different 
West India Islands, send back the offender, to 
be tried where the crime was committed. 

• ■ 

■ • ■ * 

I^. however, these answers to the objections 

• Rfaiions for Registry, p. joa ^ lUd. \\5wA«^«\S» 



204 

founded upon the want of a comprehensire 
jurisdiction in the Colonies, are thought insuffi- 
cient, a full and complete answer has now been 
given to them, by the establishment of a 
Congress from all the Colonial Legislatui^, 
assembled for the express purpose of acting in 
concert with each other. 

It is also asserted, that ^^ to make the srystem 
** effectual and complete, offences must be con- 
" stituted, remedies given, and establishments 
** formed, beyond the local limits of alV those 
" insular jurisdictions.'^ But, if sO, why 
should not Parliament, as in former cftdte, 
provide all these regulations, without umieces- 
ftarily stirring a dangerous question of light, 
by interfering with the internal legislation 6f 
the Colonies ? 



g 



An objection too is taken s^inst establishin 
a Registry by the Acts of the Colonial Legisla- 
tures, that ** the authority that makes the law 
^' can repeal it. If a Registry were establteh^d 
** by Act of Assembly, the Colonists might 
** naturally, therefore, expect from their own 
Representatives, some future suspensions of 
relaxations of its rules."t Every Act pasi^ed 
by a Colonial House of Assembly, must after- 
wards pass the Council, who are nominated by 

♦ Renmau for Regbtry, p. UO, ^ \>AA. v 'Wl'^ 






205 

^ Crown; receive the conseht of the Gover- 
nor, and finally be cwfiimed by the King ia 
CouBcU. The Hovse of Assenably, then, hsiving 
anqe passed an Act to establish a Registry,, 
could not afterwards pass any new Act, con-* 
taining suspensions or rela:xations of Hs ««le«», 
because such an Act would never receive the 
consent of the Governor; or even if that were 
possible, would be immediately disallowed by 
the King in Council. The Report admits this 
fact; for, speaking of Acts passed by the 
House of Assembly upon other subjects, it 
states, *' that the Royal negative has been 
** properly applied to them, as often as they 
** have been transmitted for His Majesty's al- 
*^ lowance/'* — So that the framers of this Re- 
port, in ord» to find an ailment in favour of 
their own views, not only assert that which is 
untrue, but that >vhi€h they know, and have ac- 
knowledged to be untrue. In this, as in several 
other instances, they remind us of the descrip- 
tion lately given by one of the Freach Deputies^ 
of a certain class of lawyers in a neighbouring; 
kingdom, whom be characterizes as '' gens de 
** nulle a«itorit4 et prud^ice, qui ne font que 
** mettre les chicaneries en ceuvre, et toutes les 

^ id^es fausses en circulation.^'t 

* 

• IteasoBB for Reg^istry, p. 4a 

fP^^^positioii <I»M. H^dtt de NoutiU* Seiiiice da 9 9br«, 1815.* 
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The following extract from a treatise written 
by a distinguished member of the African In- 
stitution, furnishes at once a complete refutaition 
of all the assertions of the unfitness of the 
Colonial Legislatures for this work, and an 
answer to the injurious and unfounded abuse 
that is heaped upon them, in the present Heport 
of the Committee of that Society. 

; " It will now only be necessary that die Legislaturir 
should farther interfere with the plans and actions of the 
people, in so far as certain topical irregularities may still 
arise from the bad passions of individuals, and in so far 
as indirect encouragement may be given to operations or 
schemes, evidently prejudicial to the whole society. 

"All those subordinate arrangements are better left to' 
the Colonial Legislatures. After the Government of the 
mother country has abolished the African trade, they are 
fully compete!. t to take all the steps that may be necessary 
for improving the system. They are precisely io the 
situation which insures the adoption of wise measures ; 
they are composed of men immediately interested in the 
pursuit of that very conduct which the good of the system 
requires. All the individuals who form the Assemblies, 
are concerned in the preservation and increase of the negro 
•tock ; in the improvement of the whole colonial society ; 
in the gradual reformation of the general system. , They . 
ar^ separated from their bnother colonists only by that;, 
4?lection which confers upon them the power of watching 
oTerthe common good, and imposes on them the duty of 
Investigating the means whereby it may best be attained . 
l^or the same reason that it would be in vain to expect from: 
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9uch nien the great measure of Abolition^ it would be 
^polish to despsur of obtaining from them every assistance 
i|i promoting those subordinfite schemes which may 
conduce to the amelioration of the colonial policy. Of 
their superior ability to devise and execute such measure, 
we cannot entertain the smallest doubt. They are men 
intimately acquainted with every miilute bi'anch of colonist 
affairs, and accustomed from their earliest years to meditate 
upon no other subjects. They reside in. the heart of the 
system for which their plans xire to be laid, and on whicli 
the success of every experiment is to be tried. 

. " The general question of Abolition may easily be 
examined at a distance. All the information thaf is neces^ 
sary for the discussion of it has already been procured by 
the mother countries of the different European colonies. 
Its connection with various interests, not colonial, renders 
the provincial governments incompetent to examine it, 
even if their interests and prejudices left them at liberty to 
enter upon a fair investigation. 

, *' But the details of tlie Slave Laws require more minute^ 
and accurate acquaintance with an infinite variety of 
particulars, which can only be known to those who reside 
upon the spot. To revise the domestic codes of the 
colonies, would be a task which no European government 
could undertake for want of iuiformation, and for want of 
time. Any Parliament, Council, or Senate, which should 
begin such a work, would find it necessary to give qp 
legislating for the mother couqtry, in order partly to mar, 
aiid partly to neglect the legislation of the colonies. Let 
this branch of the imperial administration, then, be left to 
the care of those who are themselves most immediat^iyi 
interested in the good order aqd government of tlie distant 
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{N*oviiice8y and whose knowledge of local circnmstances, of 
those things that cannot be written do^vn in reports, nor 
told by witnesses, is more fnll and practical. The question 
of Abolition is one and simple ; it is answered by a yea or 
a nay; its solution requires no exercise of invention ; the 
quiBStions of regulation are many and complex ; they are 
stated by a ' qu&modo ;' they lead to die discovery of nueanv, 
and the comparison of measures proposed. Without 
pretending to dispute the supremacy of the mother country, 
we may be allowed to doubt her omniscience ; and the 
colonial history of modem Europe may well change our 
doubts into disbelief. Without standing out for the 
privileges of the colonies, we may suggest their more 
Intimate acquaintance with the details of the question, and^ 
maintain that the interest both of the mother country and thi» 
colonies requires a subdivision of the labour of legislatiotr^ 
a' delegation of certain duties and inquiries to those who 
are most nearly connected with the result, and sitttated 
within the reach of the materials. When the Ab<^tioii 
shall have rendered all the Planters more careful of their 
stock, and more disposed to encourage breeding, the only^ 
task for the colonial governments will be, to regulate the 
relative rights of the two classes, to prepare the civr-* 
lization of the subordinate race, and to check those 
cruelties which may still appear in a few instances of 
individual inhumanity and policy.''* 

Nothing that has been said, is meant to 
discountenance the policy of a General Registry 
of Slaves, by Acts of the Colonial Legislatures ^ 
for however unnecessary such a measure may 
be, with the view of guarding against illieit^ 

« Bronffham's Colonial Policy, vol. ii. p. 5U2. 
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ifnpottation, it Would certainly, in some cases^ 
give additional security to West India property, 
and prove a preventative .against malpractices, 
that may be attempted by fraudulent debtors. Jt 
Wf>uld also ascertain the e^ect produced by i\\^ 
nbolitiop, on the slave population of thp colonics. 
Jt is much to be r^retted, therefore, that the 
African Institution should provoke oppositioa 
^ it, by placing the necessity of it on a footing 
which ihei inhabitants of the British Colonies 
cannot admit, and by accompanying it i^vith the 
faarming avowal, that it is only ^ preliminary 
step to the ultimate Eqiancipation of the Sflavesii 
This is the great object to which thi^ l^][)Qi4fs of 
the African Institution tend. They " regard 
*^ colonial slavery as an evil which they arei 
-^* bound to terminate, as a reproach which they 
** are called on to wipe ojflT;"* and they would 
^establish the right of Parliament to interfere 
with the internal legislation of the West India 
Colonies now, in order to secure the accom* 
plUbioeiit of their faTourite project hereafter. 

The ground on which the Committee of the 
African Institution urge the necessity of estabr 
lishing a Registry for Slaves, in their Report, and 
which is stated in the preamble to th^ Bill iiow 
befiore Parliam^t, places the Colonial L^^sla^ 
tures in a most embarrassing dilenuna ; for a^ 
they cannot, vdth consistency^ frame \a.^% ^sv 



210 

prevent the illicit and' clandestine importation of 
slaves, unless such practices exist, it is impos- 
sible for them to establish a Registry for that pur- 
pose, without pleading guilty to the crime laid to 
their charge. I( on the other hand, ihey rdbse 
to pass such Acts, they vnll be pronounced 
** contumacious," and accused of *^ treating the 
^* vrishes of Parliam^it and the Crown vnth 
^' contempt." Neither would their compliance 
satisfy their opponente, who with their accus- 
tomed candour, have predetermined, that their 
laws ** would be ostensible and impotent, and 
** perhaps made a cover for those very frauds 
" which they were designed to prevent.*** 



From the whole tenor of their Report, the Com- 
mittee of the African Institution appear to have 
formed a determination, to avail themselves of 
that popular topic, the Abolition of the Slav^ 
Trade, to induce Parliament, if possible, to assert 
and exercise the right of legislating for the in- 
ternal regulation of the West India Colonies. This 
point once carried, the preliminary measure of 
enforcing the Resistry of Slaves, and deciding 
upon the proofs necessary to determine who 
shall or shall not be deemed and taken^ to be 
free in the West Indies, will soon be followed! 
wp by a series of other enactments, regulating 
I utemal concerns oi V)ci^ C«oVyQ^\ 
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the slaves, ^ho find instmctors in abundance to 
expound to them the doctrines maintained in all 
publications relative to thdr rights and interests^ 
or, in the words of the Report, to give them, 
** from humane motives, useful information," 
will be taught to look up to the British Par- 
liament as their protectors, and to consider 
their masters as their oppressors; they will 
learn that they have powerful 6*iends in the 
mother country, who load their masters with 
the most opprobrious epithets, for retaining 
them in that ** dreadful odious state of man 
" which they have formed;^ and who have 
hinted to them, that '' if manumissions are 
'^ discouraged or restrained, slavery can end 
^^ only by terrible revolutions, or dangerous 
" experiments at best.*^ 

. The framers of this Report appear to have 
their heads so full of the Rights of Man, as 
absolutely io forget his nature. Can it be sup- 
posed that the slaves, thus tutored, will quietly 
and patiently wait, for ** that benign, though 
** insensible, revolution in opinions and manners, 
•* which is to slide insensibly into general 
" freedom ;^ for " that emancipation, of which 
*' not the slaves, but the masters, shall be the 

ruments and authors?" or will 
be excited, at once t.<^ \^^ 
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the slaves, ^ho find instmctors in abundance to 
expound to them the doctrines maintained in all 
publications relative to tfadr rights and interests^ 
or, in the words of the Report, to give them, 
** from humane motives, useful information/' 
will be taught to look up to the British Par- 
liameui as their protectors, and to consider 
their masters as their oppress<»rs; they will 
leani that they have powerful friends in the 
mother country, who load their masters with 
the most opprobrious epithets, for retaining 
them in that ** dreadful odious state of man 
" which they have formed f'^ and who have 
hinted to them, that *^ if manumissions are 
'^ discouraged or restrained, slavery can end 
" only by terrible revolutions, or dangerous 
" experiments at best/** 

. The framers of this Report appear to have 
their heads so full of the Rights of Man, as 
absolutely to forget his nature. Can it be sup- 
posed that the slaves, thus tutored, will quietly 
and patiently wait, for ** that benign, though 
^* insensible, revolution in opinions and manners, 
*^ which is to slide insensibly into general 
" freedom f for " that emancipation, of which 
^' not the slaves, but the masters, shall be the 
*' ivilling instruments and authors ?" or will 
they not rather be excited, at once to take 
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the work into their own hands, and dispatcb 
their masters, as the shortest and surest means 
of enjoying that liberty, to which they are told 
they have an indisputable claim ? 

- This sentiment has since receivedan alarming 
confirmation in the Jamaica Report, pages 38 
and 39, firom whi(;h the following extract ir 

taken.. 

I _ . ..." 

". One view of the subject remaiiis to be considered, 
which is little r^arded in Great Britain, but is perhaps ^of 
more immediate importance than all the others. 

*' It is the effect which the agitation of the questios has 
produced, and is continuing to work^ on the minds of the 
slaves* The evidence has stilted thtft tfaej exhibited eveiy 
appearance of a contented and happy people. Such vr^a 
the universal condition only a few months ago. 

/ 

''But since the dlscusnons on this unfortunate bill 
commenced, an idea has gone abroad, and is becoming 
general^ amongst the slaves, that a law has been promul- 
gated by the king, declaring them free* Of Parliaments 
or. political rights they can form no notion. They observe 
the whole country in a ferment^ meetings in every parish^ 
and hear of declarations against proceedings in the parent 
state. Coupled, with the rumours, that they have been 
made, or . are immediately to be made, free^ th^ are 
satisfied that their mastery are incensed and inflamed 
against -this measure; but that they are to be supported 
hy the long and the people in the white men's couQtr|ri 
and have ilone to feat but the {ri^\sJkvaXHS»xv\.^\sL^^S^^ 
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Affidavits are now in ppssattton of your comfpitleell 
stating the decIaratioQt of the young and violent, that 
if their freedom be not declared after Christmas^ they must 
fight with the white men for it^ and the most alarming 
information hps been received of growing insubordination^ 
and a general belief that they are to be emancipated by 
orders sent to the governor. 

If die enuncipation, so long denied by the advocates of 
Abolition, but now proclaimed to have been their object^ 
shall be countenanced in Parliament^ the slaves will ac- 
complish the measure without aid from their friends in 
£ngland. Of gradual emancipation, of a new state to 
arise out of progressive civilization^ when it shall become 
the interest of the master to employ free labourers ; qf 
emancipation, not to be; precipitated by legal enactments, 
they do and can understand nothing. It is a language 
conveying to them no ideas, and altogether unintelligiUei 
But that Parliament has announced the plan of making 
diem free, and means to accomplish ^t by measures whicli 
their masters disappi:ove, they can cjearly coniiprehend. 
They viill not be long in accomplishing the object b^ a 
way which they better understand ; by fighting jthe white 
men, by attempting a general massacre, and insuring a 
complete desolation and ^^strucfion of property. 

The dominion of the whites is founded on opinion. 
Unsettle those opinions, and the physical force is on the 
pppositbe side, and must soon preponderate. 

■ 1 ■ - . - . 

Not long ago, similar doctrine^ were propa^ 
gated in a neighbouring kingdom ; and as, in 
the nature of thii^, tiie iMiiid Cciasei^ produce 
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the same effects, the present CMe may be 
usefaHy illustrated by example. 

A respectable periodical work, speaking of 
the commencement of the French Revolution, 
says, 

'^ Thjs minds of men were filled witb ideal schemes of 
governmenti built upon abstract principles, which, though 
never to be realized, they had determined to execute; 
without regard to times or to seasons, to effects or to 
consequences. A favourite plan at this period, throughout 
Prance, was, to abolish negro slaveiy, and to place every 
inhalntant of the Sugar Colonies, on iei footing of equality. 
A society was established, of men of these principles, 
who called themselves Les Amis des Noirs ; and who 
laboured incessantly, to bring about thisi order of diings. 
They made speeches, they published pamphlets, and did 
every thing in their power to influence die public mind. 
These men, at the expence of all that was just, and good; 
and sacred, in France, at lengdi obtained the sovereign 
dominion in that country, when they had it in their power 
to make experiment of their system on the colonies."* 

The same work then gives a detail of th^ 
melancholy result of that experimept, of whicl^ 
the following is a concise abstract. 

On the 20th of March, 1789, the National 
Convention vpted their celebrated declaration 
of rights ; which, among other sentiments of ^ 

* JMsley's Ammul Register far 179^ p. 7L 
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similar nature, declared, that, ^' All men are 
** bom, and continue, free and equal, as to their 
** rights." This doctrine, incompatible with 
any state of society, but above all with that 
existing in the West India Colonies, occasioned 
a violent ferment in St. Domingo. The white 
inhabitants were exasperated against the Na- 
tional Convention, for thus putting both their 
property and their lives in jeopardy; ^.d 
openly avowed their determination to renounce 
their allegiance to France. Tlie free people 
of colour, demanded to be put on a footing 
of equality with the whites ; and some of them 
took up arms to support their pretensions, but 
acting without a plain, without concert, and 
without a leader, were soon overthrown^ The 
slaves, too, in proportion as they imbibed a 
knowledge of the proceedings in the mother 
country, began to shew strong symptom? of 
^subordination. 

When accounts of this state of things reached 
France, Les Amis des Noirs were loaded with 
execrations^ and the National Copvention, 
alarmed at the prospect of losing the colonies, 
deliberated on the best means of preserving 
them, and regaining thjeir attachment. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 8th of March, 1790, after 
a long and animated debate, they passed i 
(djecree, renouncing all right to interfere in 
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the internal rcgalation of ihe colonies ; ftnd 
leaving it to them to choojse their own constitu- 
tion, provided it was cqnsistent with the 
necessary subordination and dependence ob 
the mother counlxy, 

in conformity to this decree, a general colonial 
jtosembly was convened at ^t Domingo; which 
rectified many abuses in the administration of 
justice, adopted many humane and libmrtl re^ 
gulations, and though it did not place the free 
people of colour absolutely on a level witii the 
yhites, relieved them firom most of the griev- 
ances of which they complained. 

These just and conciliatory measures restored 
tranquillity to the colony ; which, however, was 
toon again disturbed by Les Amis des Noirs, 
who included all the violent jacobihs in their 
society, and had now become the ruling party 
in France. On the 15th of May, 1791, they 
iJttoved, in the National Assembly, " that the 
" people of colour resident in the French 
" colohies, borp of free parents, cdhould be 
" allowed, as their right, all the privileges tof 
** French citizens/* The motion was Stirongly 
ot>po8ed; and it was predicted, that, if ^pain^ed, 
it ^ould prove the ruin of the colotties, 
Perissent plutdt nos colonies, que de dero- 
ger uii seid instant a noi» pri&ci|>bs !* sSdd 
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Robesjpienre; dxld the tnotloii was carried by 
aoclamafiot). 

This decree Was followed up, in May 1792, by 
the appointment of comfnissioners Tested with 
absolute powers, and sent out to St. Domingo, 
with instructions " to do their utmost for a total 
-'* emancipation of the slaves." Subsequent 
accounts from St. Domingo induced them to 
fecal their commissioners ; but the remedy wa« 
applied too late. They had already tampered 
with these combuistible materials, till they had 
raised a flame they were unable to extinguish ; 
the island became a scene of desolation and 
carnage, the mulattoes massacred the whites^ 
the blacks massacred the mulattoes, then di- 
vided under the banners of two rival chieftains, 
made war upon one another, and from that time 
to the present, have been engaged in the bloody 
work of e:stermination. 

1 

History is philosophy teaching by example; 
ttad some useftil reflections may be drawn, fitMxt 
the occurrencied which preceded the destructidfl 
<bf St. Domingo. 

III the first pktice, it is impoi^ble not t6 be 
struck wifli the anok^, between tfete prd* 
ceedings of Les Amis des Noirs, and those tf> 
idle Afiican InstitntiOB, Les Amis des Noirs com* 
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menced, by " propagating schemes of goverB' 
^* ment, founded upon abstract notions of liberty 
^^ and equality ;" and loading the Planters with 
obloquy and abuse. In like manner, the African 
Institution declare in their Report, that '' Colo* 
*' nial slavery is an evil which they are bound 
** to terminate, a reproach which they feel 
^' themselves called upon to wipe off;" and ran- 
sack the English language, for terms of abhor- 
rence and detestation to apply to tlie Planters, 
Les Amis des JNoirs, '^ made speeches, published 
'* pamphlets, and did every thing in their 
** power to influence the public mind." TTie 
African Institution do all this ; and have even 
improved upon the plan ; for, to enhance their 
own merits, and influence the public mind in 
their favour, they write puffing reports of their 
own proceedings, and puffing reviews of their 
own reports. Les Amis des Noirs, prevailed 
upon the French government to '' interfere with 
** the internal legislation of the colonies ;" the 
African Institution, have proposed the very 
same measure to the British Pailmnpnt ; and 
even the agitation of the question, has occa- 
sioned the same exasperation, in the British 
Colonies, as it produced in those of France. 
Here the parallel stops at present. May it 
nev.er be carried farther, l^y the African Insti? 
tutipn obtaining such '^ sovereign dominion" in 
this country, as Les Amis des Noirs di4 i{l 
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Franjce> and having' it ill their power "to 
^ make experiment of their system in the 
** colonies/ 

m 

In the next place, when the National Con- 
vention heard of the exasperation which they 
had excited in the colonies, by their declaration 
of the rights of man, they passed a decree, 
disavowing all right to interfere in their internal 
regulations. This induced the Colonial Legis- 
latures, in return, to revise their codes of law, 
to rectify many abuses in their administration 
of justice, to redress many of the grievances of 
the free people of colour, and to meliorate the 
eituation of the slaves. Had Les Amis des 
Noirs ^npinated their proceedhigs here, they 
would have be^n the benefactors, instead of 
bdng the destroyer^ of 3t. Dpipingp. 

In like manner^ the discussions that have 
taken place in this country, respecting the 
treatment of the free peo|^e of colour and the 
slaves, have led the British Colonial Legis- 
latures to revise their codes of law, to take off 
many of the disabilities to which the free people 
of colour -were subjected, and to enact many 
regulations for the better protection of the 
slaves ; and their attention is still sedulously 
/directed to these obj0cts. The British Colonieer, 
fl^er^pre, are now at that precise point, when 
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]nto*ference has produced all the good that can 
be expected from it ; and if, in compliance 
with the wishes of the African Institation, 
Parliament is persuaded to go further, the 
same consequences may ensue, as took place 
at St. Domingo, from the same cause. 

Another important observation is, that when 
the French Government was sensible of the 
dangers that threatened the colonies, from tiieir 
having listened to the counsels of those violenl 
enthusiasts, who were " determined to act upon 
** their abstract principles, without regard!, to 
*\ time or season, to effects or consequences^'* 
they revoked their decree, they recalled their 
commissioners, and would wiUingly have re- 
traced their steps ; but in Vam. 1%e time was 
past; and they had <mly to deplore the catiais* 
trophe, they were too late to prevent. May 
Great Britain profit by this warning ! 

It should also be noticed, that Les Amis des 
Noirs, ncT^r went the length, of proposing tfie 
imimediate and unconditional emancipation of 
Ate slaves. Their (Commissioners were, indeed, 
instructed, ^* to do their utmost to accomplish 
it," but the time and mode were left to 'their 
discretion. Like the African Institution, tiiey 
professed no more than an ** earnest desire to 
^ abolish slavery, by all safe means ;*' but as 
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^on as the diaves yrtxQ -given to understand, 
that tlie legislature of the mother country had 
admitted the justice of their claim to freedomt 
and projected their emancipation, they rushed 
to obtain the end, by the immediate use of the 
means they held in their own hands, — the torch 
and the dagger : and St Domingo became a 
scene of carnage and desolation. 

Such wiere the fruits of the doctrines, 
preached by the apostles of the French 
Revolution; and such fruits may be expected 
from the doctrines now preached, and the Inea* 
sures now proposed, by the African fiistituliotL 
To this state of impcmding danger to the Co- 
lonies, the following isNEsitiment of an ingenious 
writer on Ck)lonial Policy, may be appositely 
aplllied. 

*' The consistent friend of humanity may be pei^ 
mitted to feel some tenderness for his European brethren, 
aldioij^fi diey are white and civilized; and to deprecate 
that inconsistent spirit of canting philanthropy, which is 
Europe is only excited by the injuries or the miseries of the 
poor and die profligate, and on the other side of the 
•Atlantic is never warmed^ but towards the savage, the' 
mulatto^ and the slave.'** 



m^imm 



To vindicate slavery, is not a task imp<^ed 
upon the British Plantar, but on die British 

* BroDfham's ColoinaV PoYte^ »^%VVu>A\^- 
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Xiegislature, by Mrhom it was sanctioned and 
encoaraged. In every country, the policy of 
the Government directs the conduct of the 
people. The West India Planters have only 
been the humble instruments of accomplishing 
the declared purpose of Parliament, and there- 
fore cannot be justly reproached, with having 
participated in the execution of this once fa* 
voured plan, for extending the commerce, and 
adding to the wealth and strength of the British 
Empire. If the principles of Parliament are 
now so much more pure, that the proscription 
of slavery is necessary, as a sacrifice at the 
altar of humanity, let them not hesip obloquy 
on the West India Planters, but fix the odium 
where it is really due, and acknowledge, while 
they expiate, the sins of their predecessors; 
Let them remember, too, that one moral vitfaie 
is not to be trampled upon, that another may 
be exalted ; and that those who pretend to be 
the votaries of humanity, must not be the vior 
lators of justice. 

However strongly the rights of man may be 
pleaded in favour of the slaves, the rights of 
property may be as strongly urged in favour of 
their masters. As Mr. Burke has observed, 
**^ the rights of men are in a sort of middle, 
•'incapable of definition, but not impossible to 
'' be discerned. ThejdgUa oi me^^Va^w^m-- 
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'^ ment, are their advantages; and these are 
** often in balances between differences of good, 
/^ in compromises sometimes between good and 
** evil, and sometimes between evil and evil."* 
In these points of view, the question between 
the African Institution and the West India 
Planters, ought to be considered. 

The present race of British West India Pro- 
prietors, can no more be charged with being 
friendly to the Slave Trade, because they hap- 
pen to be owners of Slaves, than any other 
members of the community. They either in- 
herited this description of property from their 
ancestors, or have been under the necessity of 
taking it in satisfaction of debts, and from 
being mortgagees have unwillingly becdme 
proprietors. With what justice, then, can they 
be made the subjects of obloquy and reproach^ 
for circumstances not of their own choice, nor 
within their power to controul ? 

Parliament can divest no men of property 
l^ally acquired, or inherited, without giving 
them a full indemnity. This is the law and the 
practice of these realms ; and will continue so 
to be, as long as the rules of justice, or th^ 
rights of individuals, are respected. The 
British West India Planters purchased their 

• Burke's Works, 8\o.cdi\!\oii»^^V^»^*V»- 
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•laves under the express sanction of the; L^us- 
latnre, and therefore hold them under the 
guarantee of the Nation ; nor can Parliament, 
either in good faith, or common honesty,. pa»i 
an Act to emancipate the Slaves, or even one 
which would inresistibly, though gradually^ 
lead to their emancipation^ without paying for 
them. If Parliament choose to adopt the prin- 
dpies of the Committee of the African Institu- 
tion, let them vote the continuance of ,the 
property-tax for twenty or thirty years, and 
appropriate it to the purpose of indenmifyin^. 
all the proprietors in the British West India 
Islands^; whose slaves they will then have a 
just right to emancipate^ Unless the firamers of 
the Keport are prepared to accede to this pro-* 
position, the point to which th&r pl^ilapthropy 
extends can be precisely . ascertained ; that it 
goes on so far that it affects the interests of 
others, but stops short the momait that it 
touches their own. 

« 

No such proposition is suggested in tlie Re- 
port of the Committee of the African Institution. 
They find the fences set up by the legislative au-^ 
thority of our ancestors, in order to secure th^ 
property of the West India Planters, their cre^ 
ditors, and annuitants, insurmountable obstacles 
to their views; and therefore they vilify and 
ealuamiAte that loyal and u^elul bod^ of tUeit 
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fellow-subjects, manifest a total disregard botii 
of their rights and feelings, and attempt to place 
&em.as it were out of the protection of the law ; 
thus giving a £pesh proof of that ^* savage cha- 
*^ racter, that fanatical irregularity of mind/' 
which, as Lord Ellenborough justly observed, 
** will render that excellent measure, the*Abo- 
** litidn of the Slave Trade, odious in the West 
** Indies." 

Equally artfiil and fallacious, is the endea^ 
vour to represent the Bill now before Par- 
liament, as necessary to complete the Abolitiola: 
of the Slave Trade^ The only link that could 
possibly connect them together, is the iUidt 
importation of slavea into the British West 
India Islands. Sensible of this truths great 
pains have been taken to establish the belief of 
its existence. It ia stated in the preamble 
to Mr. Wilberforce's Bill; it is asserted, and 
re-asserted, in the Report of the Committee of 
the African Institution ; but it is not, and it caa 
not be proved. The plain truth is, that the 
Committee of the African Institution, knowing 
the popularity of the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, wish to mask under it another and 
widely different measure, which though the^ 
Report does, the Bill does not avow, 

Sq for from the Bill being tiie completion ef 
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an old system, it is the commencement of a 
new system ; ' a system of legislating, by the 
British Parliament, for the local and internal 
regulations of the West India Colonies. The 
Legislative rights, which the Colonial Legisla- 
tures have hitherto exercised, are an insuperable 
bar to the Emancipation of the Slaves, the point 
which the African Institution avow their deter- 
mination' to accomplish ; " colonial slavery,'' 
being, " an evil that they are bound to ter- 
<* minate, a reproach which tliey feel themselves 
<* called upon to. wipe off." The old system, 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade^ is vow ac* 
quiesced in by all, and was cordially approved 
of and promoted by "many of the British West 
India Planters ; but the new system of invading 
their legislative rights, as the prehide to l9ie 
ulterior measure of emancipating their slaves, i» 
unanimously resisted. No two measures can 
be more distinct, or stand on more different 
grounds, than abolition and emancipation;^ and 
the friends of the one, should see througli, and 
guard against, this insidious attempt, to engslge 
them in support of the other ; a measure, which 
those who now bring forward, once solemnly 
disavowed, and which Mr. Pitt declared was 
little short of insanity. 
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in the state of society, a3 the Emancipattoh of 
the Slaves, could take place, without producing 
any revolutionary convulsions in our West India 
Colonies, it still remains to consider the conse- 
quences of this measure, as they would aiFect 
the interests of Great Britain. 

Experience has proved, that the cultivation 
of the cane in the West Indies, cannot be carried 
on by the labour of white men. European, 
constitution^ are incapable of supporting daily 
toil, under the heat of a vertical suti. The 
iexperiment was tried by France in Guiana, 
Vrliere twelve thousand white settlers wer^ sent 
out by the Government^ provided with every 
irticle considered necessary for their health or 
comfort, and in a very few years the whole of 
them perished.* 

* !■ ■ • _ I ' - -^— — ^ — T -r f 

• (An sujet de la SabstituUon Propos^e des Europ^ens aux 
Negres Esclaves.) — " Que dis-je ,* Cette reyolation a 4t6 teiiti« 
denos jours: j*ai tu les deplorables restes de cette ehtrepria^ 
dans la Gnianne ; jal parcouru le rivag^e et les champs desol^ oa 
12,000 hommes, et 30 millions ont 6U ensevelis en 18 moift; j'ai 
xccucilli, et renvojd dans leur patrie, (en 1776,) one centaine d« 
ces malheureux blancs,qui avaient surv^cu ^lenrs compagnons; 
et je fis remarquer dans le tems, au Ministre (M. de Sartine) qa« 
malffr^ les avanccs du Gouvernement, continu^es pendant 4 on 6 
ann^es k ces colons ; malgr€ le travail assidu de ploaieurs, qui ne 
manqualent point d^intelligenoe, aucun n'etait parvenQ k obtenir, 
dans Tespace de 14 ann^s, plus que sa subslstancc et celle de 8% 
famille. Ceux la m^me que je ne congediai pas, parceque leur 
existence paraissait plus assur6e, n'ont pii se soutenir dans les tems 
de maladies si (r^qucntei dans ce climat pour les £uiro\^Qti^^<&f^ 
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The free coloured people in the We^t Indies, 
have not hitherto ' been induced to undertake 
^the regular labour, necessary for the cultivation 
of sugar; this fact, as far as relates to the 
British islands, has been proved by the evidence 
given before a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons.* In the Spanish possessions on the Con- 
tinent of South America, where the free coloured 
people form the bulk of the population, and the 
proportion of slaves is very small, the cane is 
but little cultivated. In Cuba, where so many 
slaves have been emancipated, not an instance 
is known, of any one of them hiring himself to 
do regular field labour on a sugar estate, in 
St Domingo, the cultivation of coffee, Itrhich 
requires only light and occasional work, such 
as keeping the trees clear of weeds, and 
gathering the berries, is continued ; bfit that of . 
the cane, which requires greater and more 
constant labour, has been almost totally aban- 
doned-t 
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par le secoors des esdaves dent radministration letd- avait fbit 
Favance. On propose encore de semblables essais, et j'oubliaht 
cet exemple si frappant, si desasfrenx, d'une entreprisc dont fa 
folie ne pout ^tre compar^e, qu' k la legeret^ avec laquelte on en 
adopta le projet** — Memoiret de M, Malouet sur Its ColanieSf 
torn. Y. p. 111. 

• Abridgment of Evidence, 1789, 1790, 1791. 

t Some shipments of sugar have lately been made from St. 
Domingo, and more will probably follow ; ibr accounts from that 
colony Biuiey that the system oi compuXwrsVafe^w v&XLwri ^ijtet^i.^^ 
there hj militiiry discipline ; iViat ttie c\wb* ^^ ^^^Tfltoa\^\^ «» 
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For want of other means of cultivating sugar 
plantations in the West Indies, the import of 
negroes from Africa was resorted to, and con- 
tinued, under the sanction and encouragement 
of the British Legislature, till, the abuses and 
the inhumanity of the traffic led to its abolition. 
If those who had been previously imported, still 
remain slaves ; at least they were legally acquired 
in that character. If they are still subject to 
the will and caprice of their master; they are 
now become a description of property, the los$ 
of which is irreparable ; and which therisfore it 
is his interes^t, as much as it is his duty, to pre- 
serve and cherish. What xhange may be here^ 
after produced in their habits and manners, and 
bow far their natural repugnance to labour may 
be overcome, by the gradual influenae of civili- 
zation and instruction, are fair and proper sub- 
jects of experiment, but impossible as yet to 
ascertain. Certain however it is, that in their 
present state; they can only be trainjed to regular 
daily labour, as slaves ; an4 that the abandon- 
ment of the sugar-estates now' cultivated by 
their hands, and thel ruin of the parties in- 
terested in those vast establishments, would 
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told, by order of their black Kuiers, that though being' no 
longer Slaves- they shall not be flogged, yet that as Citizens it is 
their dnty.to contribnta by theur industry to tls^ si|)^^ of the 
IStiUe ; and that therefore nfrieis they perfprm the portion of 
labpnr assigned to them, they shaiLl \^ tkoii* %iQdiiBkNik W^»ffAsa^ 
•Ji>f9d'fiiy ifw Negroes in si BonA^^X 
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be the inevitable consequences of their eman- 
cipation^ 

}n Earope, where the climate braces th^ 
sinews of the inhabitants to toil, and where the 
unreaiitting exertions of the poor man will 
barely suffice for the maintenance of hhnself 
and his family,-^tbe necessity of daily labour 
ibr daily bread, is felt as the law of nature ; is 
impressed ppon t|ie minds, and regulates the 
conduct pf tlie great bulk of the community. 
But in tropical climes, >fhere indolence is 
considered a9 the greatest pf aU enjoyment^ 
where Proiridence seems to have dmiintabed 
the necessity of labour in proportion to its irk^ 
fomeness, and where the progress' of yeger 
tation is so rapid^ that the inhabitants may 
supply thepiselves with the means of subsistence;^ 
by the labour of one day in seven,*— -how to 
induce men, who have no artificial wants, to desr 
vote themselves to daily^ toil, is a difficulty that 
appears almost insurmountable* As Governor 
Ijadhm justly observed, ♦* what inducement can 
" they have tp regular industry? Its present 
^self-denial is torment^ its future ad vaiitages 
•* they have no relish for,- 

■ • . I * 

If then th6 slaves in the West India Cotoniea 

$je emwpipated^ Great Britain will fee oH%ed 

tp procure sugar ifipom oifibib qpa^^^%^^ 
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from ber settlements in the East Indies ;, but 
the evidence given before the House of Com- 
mons^ proves that the inhabitants of India are 
an immutable race, among whom it is impos- 
fiible to extend the use of British manufactures 
any farther ; and their sugars^ ii^stead of being 
imported in British-buitt ships,, navigated by 
British seamen, will be imported in Teek-built 
ships, manned with Lascars. Thus a vent for 
manufactures, to the amount of seven millions 
per annum, now consumed in the British West 
Indies, and furnishing the means of paying for 
their produce, woqld be lost to the dou^^stic 
industry of the mother country;^ aqd a carrying 
trade, which employs twenty-five thousand 
British seamen, would be lost to her naval 
power. Sh^ would lose, too, all the benefit of 
the capital invested in her West India Colonics, 
whiph would be annihilated by. their becoming 
unproductive ; and the prosperity of every 
xmtioni must ever be proportioned to the extent 
of . the capital employed, in giving eucourager 
meu( and animation. to her domestic industry. 
She would lose, too, Uiat. favourable balance 
of trade and payments, which b^ been princi- 
pally derived from the sale of her i^urplus 
colonial produce, exported to foreign markets; 
a surplus which: baS: enabled her, tp pay her 
Bufafiidiefl to foreign powers in time of nvar^and 
to pntchase fc»dgn oom io .tlix)^ 5>f «c:vt^vX^ "^ 
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a word, she would lose the great sourcie of that 
wealth and power, which have raised her to her 
present high rank in the scale of nations ; which 
have enabled her to overthrow the most gigantic 
system of military despotism, that ever trampled 
upon the liberties of mankind, and to prove 
herself at once the arbitress and benefactress of 
£un>pe. 
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For what purpose is she called on to make 
these sadrifices ? In order to give another proof, 
of the folly and danger, of acting upon those 
abstract metaphysical notions of liberty and 
equality, which, whenever attempted to be re* 
. duced into practice, even amongst civilized and 
enlightened people, have led to civil commo> 
tions and revolutions; and among an ignorant 
and ferocious race, can only terminate in maa* 
tacres and desolation. Measures of reform^ 
intended to correct established abuses, and to 
redress acknowledged grievances, must be consi- 
dered not only abstractedly, but relatively, in all 
their bearings and consequences ; or they may 
occasion greater mischiefs than they profess to 
remedy. £very rational mind must dread the 
tremendous excesses, which are ever the conco^ 
nitanta of great revolutions i and instead of ex^ 
citing the slaves to conspire against their xpaAtrs, 



cruelty of holding them in bondage, in language 
which must be considered as justifying and con- 
secratingy every attempt on their part to obtain 
their freedom, however sanguinary the means by 
which the end may be pursued, would rather 
trust to the gradual, but certain advancement of 
those enlightened opinions and liberal feelings, 
which are daily enlarging the knowledge, and 
meliorating the condition of the human race. 

The (^ration of these opinions and feelings, in 
the case of the slayes in the British West India 
Colonies, is strengthened, by the natural effect 
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 6n which 
its advocates justly laid so much stress, that it 
would make interest and huthanity go hand in 
hand. What better security can be required, 
for the Planters treating their slaves with care 
and kindness, than that their fortunes and pros- 
perity depend, absolutely and without resource, 
upon the health, strength, and happiness of 
^sc by whose labours they live ? 

Wise legislators are satisfied with establish- 
ing sound principles of government, a power 
like that which some philosophers have called 
ai plastic nature ; and having fixed the principle, 
leave it afterwards to its own slow but in&l- 
llble operation^ Visionaiy projectors, on the 
W^trary, defeat the opeiaticm ^ \w?bl •^ ^*R! 
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ciple, by their rash and injudicious inter* 
ference. 

The Reports of the Governors of the different 
West India Colonies, laid before Parliament in 
July last, prove that much has already been 
done, for meliorating the state of the slaves^ both 
in law and in practice ; and blind indeed must 
that enthuniasm be, which would interrupt the 
progress of such improvement, by violent mea- 
sures, infringing upon the rights and privi* 
legjes, revolting to the feelings^ and endangering 
the lives of the white inhabitants: for the 
expefieuce of all history demonstrates, th^ t|i^ 
established customs of any country can only be 
altered by slow degrees, aiul that every attempt 
^t innovation, without due regard to the spirit 
wd even the prejudices of the people, aiiist 
pove mischievous ad well as abortive* f 

* ■ ■ ' ■ • 

With what infinite caution, <tfae skilful oculist 
prepares the eyes of tlie blind, to receive tkp 
blessing of sight; and by what slow degrees, 
he opens to him the fnagnificent spectacle of 
nature. After haviqg removed the film, which 
obscured it from his view, he carefully covers 
his ey^s with, a bandage ; then diminishes -■ the 
thickness of it gradually^ from time to tim^^ 
and only removes it altogedier, when his-oi^^sin^ 
Aarp Acqm^d s}f/^\t\A .^Uti^^tk \», \^«k ^ 
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light of heaven, without heing c^zled and 
overpowered. A similar process is necessary, ia 
preparing the minds of an uncivilized race, for 
the blessing of freedom : but the Africaa Insti- 
tution, forget the salutary precaution of the 
^ scientific practitioner, and act like the confident; 
but ignorant empiric, whose injudicious preciph- 
jtancy destroys the faculties which he pretends 
to restore. 

If any farther arguments were wanting, to 
shew the necessity of listening with caution, t^ 
the wild $ind dangerous political doctrines, that 
are now circulated under the gpise of hmnanii^^ 
they may be found in a pamphlet just publishe<^ 
which emanates from the same school, as the 
Reasonsf for the Registry of the Slaves in the 
' British We^t India Colonies. The title of this 
pew work, ^^ An Inquiry into the Right and 
'' Duty of coTppelling Spain to relinquish her 
^' Slave Trade in Northern Africa,^' sufl^iently 
explains its object ; and $hews the tendency of 
2€al, when it fails of accomplishing its purpose 
by persuasion, to report to vio|enpe and per* 
secution. 

.... . ■ '» 

yfao^wr iter, not satisfied with involving Grea^ 
contest with her West lodia ColOf 
lo engage her in a war with Spain ; 
y '3^ for our eiico\ui^tsie?Q^^^ 
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fill the pockets of our seamen with prize-money^ 
make the fortunes of our merchants/ secure the 
independence and friendship of Spanish South 
America, and make us masters of Cuba-t 

Can we suppose, that when we had thus 
openly adulterated the pure ore of humanity,, 
with the base alloy of avarice, Europe would 
give us credit for being influenced by those 
high and honourable principles which we pro- 
fess? Or, that if Spain were too weak to 
Te»st such aggressions, other Powers would 
not make common cause with her, in opposing 
8o violent an infraction upon the rights of all 
independent nations ? The attempt would in- 
evitably plunge us into a new war, the extent 
or result of which it is impossible to foresee; 
and in the present, exhausted state of our 
finances,, and the pressure of distress that 
pervades all ranks and classes of the com- 
munity, will the learned Gentleman find in the 
pages of Grotius, or PufFendorf, or Bynkersboek, 

« ^' Sp^D, it may perhaps be added, would resort to war. 
Would she so ! ! It woald be good news for Spanish America ; 
and not bad, for onr merchants and seamen.'^ — SUne Trade rf 
SjiMin in Northern Africa^ p. 71. 

t " We should secure the independency and the friends^p of 

Spanish South America) In which no nation has so large ap 

interest as onr own. Cuba also, would mdst probably be obl%ed 

fooQ to subnii^ to a change of masters; and add to tl^rexteiil^ 

inMtead of mijun^ the UiteTests, o{ Uiq ButiM^ IN^ CotoRMf," 
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Or Vattel, where he discovers arguraetits for 
engaging in this war, the necessary resources 
for carrying it on, and the means of reconciling 
the British public to the weight of an addi- 
tional load of taxation? But these considera- 
tions are beneath the notice of modem philan- 
thropists. They view objects with inverted 
optics, which magnify those that are distant^ 
and diminish those that are near. With them^ 
Afiica is every thing ; Great Britain, nothing* 

The pretended rights contended for by these 
theorists, are all extremes; and in proportion 
as they are metaphysically true, they are morally 
and politically false. Although nothing appears 
more reasoilable and laudable, than our making 
all mankind as free, as happy, as humane, and 
as pious as ourselves ; yet it is evident, that by 
acting upon this principle to its full extent, so 
far from promoting peace on earth and good-^ 
will towards men, we should soon mak^ the 
world one vmiversal scene of war and discord: 
and this truth may serve to illustrate the con- 
sequences, of taking even the best abstract 
theories, as rules of practice. 

Insani sapiens nomen ferat, equus iniqai. 
Ultra quam satis est, viftutem si petat ipsum. 



These wild and visionary doctrines, and the 
projects founded upon thetft, \iw^ OcCvd^^ csiv^ 
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nated with a certain class of Methodists; a sect 
who profess superior sanctity, and who, under 
the influence of strong enthusiasm, act as if they 
had a right to fix a standard of moraUty, and 
oblige the rest of mankind to square their con* 
duct accordingly. 

The leading men among them, have a sort of 
compound character, and may be described as 
pohtical theologians, or theological politicians; 
for their religion has a twang of politics, and 
their politics have a twang of religion. In the 
House of Commons, they form a party well 
known by the name of the Saints; who^ by 
adroitly trimming between the Administration 
and the Opposition, have so managed, when 
parties have been nearly equal, as to hold the 
balance of power in their own hands : and have 
thus acquired an importance, to which neither 
their numbers nor their talents would otherwise 
have entitled them. In the distribution of the 
loaves and fishes, they are said to avail them* 
selves, to the fullest possible extent, of the 
hopes and fears of the Minister of the day ; and 
thus to secure an ample share of patronage, for 
their friends and adherents. 

Formidable as they are, in a political point 
of view, from their numbers, they have become 
infinitely more so, from the superior manner in 
whichf Wke^ the Jesuits, tive^ ^^^^. ^T^^vvi&d a 
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regular system of communication, throughout 
tlie kingdom ; which enables their followers to 
receive their impulse, and support their mea* 
surcS| on every political question in whidi they 
take a part, with unexampled promptitude and 
unanimity. - On such occasions, they have 
literally so covered the floors of the Houses 
of Lords and Commons with petitions, as almost 
to awe the Legislature into an acquiescence with 
their wishes. 

Although Sectarians^ many of their .preachers 
make no scruple of accepting Church |)refer* 
m^nt ; and while their friends ip the State pro? 
mote the interest of their candidatea for. the 
Church, their frieivlf in the Church support 
the interest of their candidates for the honoun 
of tlie State. At a late county election^ one of 
their popular preachers is said , to have openly 
boasted, (and probably with great truth,) that 
he had decided the contest by his own. personal 
interest and exertions. Thus theii: political 
strength is continually increasing, and is as con- 
stantly rendered subservient to their religious , 
interests. In short, they make religion and po- 
litics play the game into each other's hands. 

Their evangelical preachers, as they are termed, 
modestly contend that they alone; preach the 
true doctrines of the Church o£^ England. If 
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by assuming the exercise of official fimctioii8| 
and sending out instructioiis to the Officers of 
His Majesty*s Navy, and the Cpurts of Vicc^ 
Admiralty, they have provoked the resentment; 
of Foreign Powers, and brought expence and 
dishonour upon the nation ; that they have 
employed their ParUamentary influence anii 
exertions, in carrying measures calculated 
to promote the pecuniary emolument of indi- 
iridual members of their own body ; that while 
ifiey profess philanthropy, they practise hatred, 
Malice, and all manner of uncharitablen^ss, ii} 
misrepresenting the motives, and calumniatiiig 
the character, of the whole West India popu- 
lation ; that by their intemperate publications^ 
they inflame the minds of the jslaves against 
the white inhabitants ; that they now urge Par- 
liament to measures which cannot but terminate 
in the most serious evils both to the mothei^ 
country and the colonies ; and that in their zeal 
for humanity, they forget both justice and 
policy, 

Let then those who associated themse^lveif 
with the African Institution, from the best an4 
purest motives, and whose rank and character 
give a sanction to their proceedings, but who 
at present are only sleeping partners in the con- 
cern, open their eyes to the manner in whitih 
those specious men who direct its councils; 



jbare pursued their own private objects of in- 
terest or popularity, and perverted the influ- 
ence of the society to purposes, foreign to 
those laudable objects for which it was origi- 
nally ^established. Let Parliament and the 
public, too, be guided by reason, not led away 
by fanaticism. So shall Great Britain continue 
to flourish, in the possession of those sources of 
wealth and power for which Buonaparte sighed 
amidst all his conquests, — ships, colonies, and 
commerce; jBOid the inhabitants of the West 
Indies be freed from the dangers with which 
they are now menaced, by the projects of mo- 
j^ern philosophers and visionary enthusiasts. 
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